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CHAPTER VI

FROM TIIE BEGINNING, TO THE MIDDLE OF THE
FIFTEENTH CENTURY. A.D. 1400—1450.

PART L

State of Italy at the Opening of the Fifteenth Century—Qver-
whelming Power of Gian Galeazzo, Duke of Milan— Continued
Resistance of Florence to his Projects—E xpedition of the Em-
peror Robert—Revolution in the Military System of Italy—
School of Italian Generals— Discomfiture of the German Chi-
valry—Evacuation of Lombardy by the Emperor—Danger of
Florence—Death of Gian Galeazzo—Dismemberment of the
Milanese States—Restoration of the political Balance in Italy
— Conquests of Francesco da Carrara, Lord of Padua—Hatred
and Jealousy of the Venetians towards him— Their last War
against him—Gallant Defence of Carrara—Fall of Padua to
the Venetians—Murder of Francesco da Carrara and his Sons

“in the Prisons of Venice—E xtinction of the Houses of Carrara
and Scala—The Possessions of Venice extended to the Adige—
Florence—Her iniquitous Purchase of the Signiory of Pisa—
Resistance of ,the Pisans—Blockade of their City—Sufferings
. VOL. II. B
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and Fortitude of the Inhabitants—Subjugation of Pisa by Flo-
rence—Papal Affairs—Progress of the Great Schism—=Succes-
sors of Urban V1. ; Boniface IX., Innocent VII., Gregory XII.
—=Lager Desire of Europe for the Re-union of the Church—
Benedict XII1., the Successor of Clement VII. at Avignon—
His Efforts to prolong the Schism—Mutual Evasiorfof Gre-
gory XII. and Benedict X1I1.—Council of Pisa—~Deposition
of Gregory XI1I. and Benedict XI111.—Klection of Alexander
V.—Resistance of the deposed Ponliffs—The Schism rendered
more desperate— Ladislaus, King of Naples— Insidiously inter-
Jeres in the Affairs of Rome, and occupies that Capital and the
Papal Territory—His ambitious Designs— War of Florence
against him—Successes of the Republic— Ladislaus driven
Jrom Rome—New Expedition of Louis Il. of Anjou against
Naples— Battle of Rocca Secca— Defeat and Danger of Ladis-
laus—1His final Triumph over Louis and Peace with his Ene-
mies—His Treachery, Sack of Rome, and new Conquest of the
Papal States—Power of Ladislaus—Italy in Danger of his
universal Tyranny— His Death—Scandal excited in Europe by
the Continuance of the Great Schism—Infamous Reputation of
Pope John XXI1II. the Successor of Alexander V.—The Em-
peror Sigismund—His laudable Efforts to give Peace to the
Church— Council of Constance— Deposition of John X XIII.—
Resignation of Gregory XI1.— Deposition of Benedict XI1IT.—
Election of Martin V.—Termination of the Great Schism of
the Church—Affairs of Lombardy— Continued Anarchy in that
Province after the Death of Gian Galeazzo—Giovanni Maria,
Duke of Milan—His Atrocities and Assassination— Filippo
Maria, Duke of Milan—Revival of the Milanese Power—
Cruel Ingratitude of Filippo Maria to his Duchess—His Ac-
quisition of the Signiory of Genoa, and Conquests in Lombardy
— Encounter between the Milanese and Swiss—Baittle of Arbedo
—Grandeur of Filippo Maria.

CHAP. ThaHe fifteenth century dawned heavily on the only
vanry, 1talian state which still enjoyed or merited the
~~ possession of freedom. Without allies and almost
Stateof Italy

attheopen Without hope, while the spirit of liberty was
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every where expiring around her, Florence found
herself the solitary champion of independence
against the crafty and perfidious tyrant, who was
eagerly watching the moment for her destruction.
Already master of almost all Lombardy, the duke
Gian Galeazzo of Milan had now entangled the
republics of Tuscany in his snares; the prepon-
derance of his power was hourly becoming more
overwhelming and terrific; and having entirely
encompassed Florence with fiefs and cities sub-
jected to his dominion, he only awaited the first
favorable occasion for undermining by fraud or
razing by violence that last strong hold of Italian
democracy. The Ghibelin chieftains of the Apen-
nines, the republics of Pisa, Perugia, and Sienna,
had all been inveigled, as if by a species of fasci-
nation, into the circle of his tyranny; and these
powers, which even by their dissensions had
hitherto preserved and balanced the safety of
Tuscany, could now in their union under one
master contribute only to the completion of the
general slavery. Lucca, except Florence, was the
sole Tuscan city in any degree independent of
Gian Galeazzo ; but she had just fallen under a
domestic tyrant, Paolo Guinigi, who cultivated
the alliance and protection of the duke.

The condition of Italy generally was as little
calculated to animate the courage of the Floren-
tines, as that of their own province. The selfish
oligarchy of Venice, in imaginary security within
their lagunes, would make no effort to check the
projects of the duke of Milan; Genoa herself no
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CHAP. longer free, was the subject of France; and, of

I_Xi'l' the three signors of eastern Lombardy, Gonzaga

\w~~lord of Mantua and the marquis of Este had sedu-
lously reconciled themselves with the Milanese
duke. In the interest of the Florentines there
remained only the lord of Padua, less an ally from
whom succours could be expected, than a faithful
dependant who might himself need their protec-
tion. While such was the condition of Tuscany
and northern Italy, the remainder of the peninsula
presented an equally unpromising aspect. In the
long train of disorders and civil wars from which
Naples was but just emerging under young La-
dislaus, that kingdom had almost ceased to be
numbered in the political combinations of Italy.
The papal power, too, had been reduced to a
shadow by the great schism of the church; the
ecclesiastical province of Romagna was as usual
broken up into petty tyrannies; and its principal
city, Bologna-—the only interesting spot in this
obscure division of the peninsula—was no longer
the powerful republic who had lately ranged her-
self by the side of Florence against Milan. In
the first year of the new century the fatal violence
of faction threw Bologna into the power of one
of her citizens who established himself in the
signiory. This was Giovanni Bentivoglio, a name
indebted to this revolution for the origin of its
celebrity in Italy in later times. For it was part
of the unhappy destiny of this country, that the
greatness of her sons seemed to flow from the
wounds which they inflicted on her bosom.
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Even the consternation which filled Florence at
the intelligence that, to crown all the defection
which the cause of freedom had sustained, her
ancient ally Bologna had passed away under a
master from her republican government, could
not subdue the resolution of the people and their
rulers. They saw by the secret machinations of
the duke of Milan, and even by his open aggres-
sion upon their frontiers, that the maintenance of
peace with him was still impossible. They there-
fore laboured to prevent the new signor of Bologna
from falling under his influence, by themselves
concluding an alliance foreign to their principles
with Bentivoglio ; and they extended their nego-
ciations to discover beyond the Alps a source of
aid which was denied to them in Italy. The situ-
ation of the empire at this moment favored their
views. The electoral body had deposed the feeble
Wenceslaus, and substituted in his place Robert
elector-palatine. The German princes considered
the creation of the duchy of Milan by Wenceslaus
as an alienation of an imperial province; and, in
raising RoDert to the throne, they made it an
article of their compact with him, that he should
annul the investiture which his predecessor had
sold to Gian Galeazzo. The Florentines there-
fore found little difficulty in inducing the new
emperor to attack the duke of Milan; and a
treaty was concluded between Robert and the
wealthy republic by which he undertook, on re-
ceipt of large subsidies, to iitvade Lombardy and
to strip Gian Galeazzo of his dominions. As the
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war was declared in the name of the empire, the
whole force of the German confederation was
summoned to swell the expedition. The prepa-
rations which the duke of Milan made for his de-
fence were proportioned to the magnitude of the
impending struggle. He levied an extraordinary
contribution on his states ; and with the immense
resources which he thus collected, and by his per-
sonal influence with the condottieri, he assembled
under his banners all the most famous captains
of Italy with their bands. In this manner he
drew together an army of above 13,000 cuiras-
siers, with 12,000 infantry. The emperor Robert
on his part, though the contingents of the German
feudatories did not amount to above half of their
stipulated force, mustered 15,000 cuirassiers be-
sides infantry ; and entering Italy with this army,
he was immediately joined by the lord of Padua.
This invasion which was attended with such
imposing circumstances, and which appeared to
anxious expectation destined to change the poli-
tical condition of the peninsula, by a strange
caprice of fortune produced only a single skir-
mish. But this partial affair of arms had in itself
consequences which, however unlooked for and
contrary to vulgar anticipation, held no unimpor-
tant influence upon the subsequent fate of Italy for
nearly one hundred years. Ihave formerly noticed
the infatuation by which the Italians of the four-
teenth century voluntarily yielded to strangers a
superiority in martial reputation; -and we have
seen the long course of degradation and shame
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which was inflicted on their country by the exclu-
sive employment of foreign mercenaries, and the
unresisted ravages of foreign companies of adven-
ture. Thus, although a few native captains and
soldiers of fortune were still to be found thinly
scattered among those mercenary hands which
fought the battles of the Italian states, the profes-
sion of arms was almost wholly abandoned to
(Jrerman, French, and English adventurers, led by
captains of their own nations. But before the
death of Sir John Hawkwood, the most cele-
brated and the last of the foreign condottieri, a
revolution had silently been prepared in the mili-
tary system of Italy. In the year 1379, Alberic
di Barbiano, a petty Romagnol chieftain, formed
under the auspices of St. George a band, com-
posed exclusively of Italians, which successively
passed under his orders into the stipendiary ser-
vice of the different states of the peninsula. This
company of St. George, which was ably disci-
plined by Barbiano, soon became distinguished
for valour and military skill, and formed the
favorite school into which the adventurous youth
of the peninsula entered to learn the qualities of
soldiership. Barbiano was himself an accomplished
captain, but his fame has been eclipsed by that of
more celebrated leaders, who emulated his ex-
‘ample, or were formed in the school of St. George.
Among his contemporaries, Jacopo del Verme,
the faithful general of the duke of Milan, Carlo
and Pandolfo Malatesti of Rimini, Ottobon Terzo,
Facino Cane, and other Italian captains who had
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trained bodies of their countrymen, rivalled or
surpassed him in reputation ; and after his death
we shall find the two most famous generals edu-
cated in the school of St. George, separating the
military adventurers of Italy into opposite factions
by a rivalry which continued through more than a
single generation.

Notwithstanding the revival of military spirit
among the Italians, a lingering prejudice that the
native bands were unequal to resist the shock of
Transalpine heavy cavalry still pervaded the pe-
ninsula, when the emperor Robert descended into
the Milanese dominions with the gens-d’armerie
of Germany. The army of Gian Galeazzo was
composed entirely of Italians; and the timid
duke gave a positive order to Jacopo del Verme,
who commanded in chief for him amidst a galaxy
of the ablest captains of Italy, to avoid the dan-
gerous encounter with the German cuirassiers,
and to protract the war by throwing his forces
into the strong places of Lombardy. But Jacopo
and his brother leaders had a more correct senti-
ment of their own talents and of the qualities of
their bands. The German discipline had re-
mained unchanged and unimproved for a century:
the Italians, in resuming the career of arms and
in exercising their ingenuity against each other,
had exhausted all the resources of that inventive
and intelligent spirit which belonged to their
nation. They had wrought many advantageous
alterations in the tactics, such as they were, of
the}lr age; their offensive weapons were wielded
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with new dexterity, their armour was tempered
to perfection, their horses were trained, bridled,
and bitted with superior skill ; and while armies
were only masses of heavy cavalyy, excellence in
these minutiee was sufficient to determine the
balance of victory. Jacopo del Verme fearlessly
threw his squadrons into contact with the German
chivalry, and in the first skirmish near Brescia the
invaders were routed. The duke of Austria and
the burgrave of Nuremburg were unhorsed and
captured, and the affair would have drawn on the
discomfiture of the whole imperial army, if the
lord of Padua had not covered its retreat with a
body of Italian cuirassiers who served under his
orders. The Germans were thrown by this check
into a panic which was the greater from their
previous confidence. The discovery of their in-
feriority, where they had calculated on easy vic-
tory, at once completely subdued their courage,
and intimidated them from a second encounter;
and the Italians, thus taught to despise their an-
cient masters, learnt also to discard the apprehen-
sion of danger from their future attacks. Until the
close of the fifteenth century their sense of martial
superiority remained unchanged from that hour.
However flattering this trial of arms might
have proved to the pride of Italy, if Italy had
been united, it was calculated to increase the
gloomy forebodings with which Florence had
reason to régard the continued success of Gian
Galeazzo. Notwithstanding the courageous re-
sistance which the republic had hitherto opposed
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to his schemes of aggrandizement, his power
seemed only to have been confirmed and extended
by a vain resistance. After the last pecuniary
sacrifices which Florence had cheerfully made to
secure the alliance of the emperor and to enlist
his cupidity in her cause, his assistance was at
an end. A few days after the capture of the
duke of Austria, Gian Galeazzo released his pri-
soner, and it was immediately evident that this
act of apparent generosity was not without a suf-
ficient motive. The duke of Austria, after sow-
ing dissensions and distrust in the imperial camp,
quitted the army and returned into Germany.
His example was contagious where despondency
had already succeeded to presumption, and Ro-
bert was compelled to retire to Padua and to
disband the contingents of the empire. Thus
weakened by the desertion of the greater part of
his force, he only lingered in Padua with the hope
of extorting new subsidies from the Florentines ;
but that people were weary of paying for services
which were sure of never being performed. By
the interested offices of the Venetians, who de-
sired the continuance of the war against the duke
of Milan, without choosing to contribute to it
themselves, or daring openly to provoke the hos-
tility of Gian Galeazzo, the Florentines were in-
deed persuaded to make one more advance of
money to Robert; but finding this supply pro-
duce no efficient exertion, they refused farther
issues; and the emperor at length withdrew into
Germany.
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was only preserved from being inundated by the o~

Milanese armies, by a new enterprise which de-
layed the vengeance of Gian Galeazzo. With
the design of possessing himself of the signiory
of Bologna, he declared war against Giovanni
Bentivoglio the tyrant of that city; and inducing
the numerous Bolognese exiles to join his ranks,
by the hope which he deceitfully held out to them,
that he would restore their republic to freedom,
he poured his troops into its territory. This
attack obliged Bentivoglio to throw himself into
the arms of the Florentines, and their forces were
immediately sent to his protection. But their
alliance could not avert his ruin; and his impa-
tient presumption exposed the Florentine army
to an overthrow at Casalecchio, where the Bolog-
nese militia who detested his yoke refused to fight
for him. He fled after his defeat to Bologna;
the people rose in arms and delivered the gates te
the Milanese troops and their own exiles; and
Bentivoglio, after a desperate resistance, was
secured, and murdered in prison by order of the
Milanese general. It was then seen how well
Gian Galeazzo designed to keep his promise to
the Bolognese: the forms of their state were
restored only that one of his creatures might pro-
pose him for signor; his cavalry rode the city ;

and the republican party were driven again into
exile. -
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The fall of Bologna under her dangerous
enemy entailed the last crisis in the fortunes of
the Florentine republic. For ten years that free
state had maintained an unequal struggle against
the power and ambition of the duke of Milan;
and had exhausted her strength and drained her
resources by the repetition of unsuccessful efforts.
She had no longer allies in the peninsula or hope
of foreign succour; the whole circuit of her fron-
tiers was enclosed by the dependencies of Milan;
and Gian Galeazzo, instead of vigorously assail-
ing her territory, stationed his troops with his
usual art around it, to cut off all communication
with the sea and with the other states of Italy.
By this plan of blockade, he designed at a blow
to paralyze the commerce of Florence, to leave
the total languor of trade to work its silent and
wasting effects, and to await the moment when
the enfeebled republic should sink from exhaus-
tion and internal decay. But just at the epoch
when Gian Galeazzo seemed about to reach the
consummation of his projects, when the pros-
perity of Florence was sapped at its foundations,
and her people were plunged in despair, the days
of the tyrant, as if Heaven had interposed for her
relief, were already numbered to their close.
Gian Galeazzo died suddenly of the pestilence at
a castle to which he had retired to escape its con-
tagion. Thus Florence was unexpectedly deli-
vered; and a verse which was applied to the
occasion echoed the public joy through her
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The death of Gian Galeazzo at once restored ‘e~

the balance of Italy which his successes had de-
stroyed. He left a widow with two sons, Gio-
vanni Maria and Filippo Maria, of whom the
eldest was only thirteen years of age. Between
these children his last testament divided his
ample dominions, with the exception of Pisa and
Cremona which he bequeathed to his natural son
Gabriele Maria. The two young princes were
committed by his will to the guardianship of the
duchess-mother, assisted by a council of regency,
of which several of the great captains of merce-
naries were members. But if Gian Galeazzo, in
leaving the most celebrated condottieri of Italy
in the pay of his house, imagined that the fidelity
to him which his vigilance and their fears had
produced would be transferred to his children,
this confidence was strangely opposed to his
ordinary political sagacity and foresight, and
miserably belied by the event. The tyrant was
no sooner dead than the great states, which he
had passed his life in enlarging by the dark alter-
nation of perfidy and violence, were seized and
rent into pieces by the rapacity and ambition of
the men to whose protection he had consigned
his boy-heirs.

There can be little to deserve attention or
excite interest in the internal commotions of a

despotism ; and I shall rather relate the result of

* 11 laccio & rotto e noi siam liberi.
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the dismemberment of the Milanese states, than
plunge the reader into a black chaos of rapine
and violence and cruelties, of perjuries and trea-
sons and murder. The duchess-mother—herself
a Visconti and the daughter of Bernabo—was
worthy of all her house. Mistaking ferocity for
courage, wanton cruelty for masculine vigour,
and atrocious perfidy for political skill, she ex-
cited universal resistance to her authority; and
after provoking an insurrection of the Milanese,
was finally seized in 1404 by the party which had
usurped the name and authority of her eldest son,
and poisoned in prison. In the general dispersion
of the elements of government which Gian Gale-
azzo had established, many of the Lombard cities
revolted from Milan; and without one aspiration
after freedom, voluntarily surrendered themselves
to the descendants of their ancient signors: the
original order of petty tyrants whom the Visconti
had long dispossessed of their power. Thus Cre-
mona submitted to Ugolino Cavalcabo, Crema to
the Benzoni, Placentia to the Scotti, Bergamo to
the Suardi, Como to Franchino Rusca. Lodi passed
under the dominion of an obscure plebeian; the
Beccaria promised to recover their ancient influ-
ence in Pavia ; and of the generals of Gian Gale-
azzo, Facino Caneseized the city of Alessandria, Ot-
tobon Terzo occupied Parma, and Pandolfo Mala-
testa established himself in the signiory of Brescia.

The independent powers of Italy availed them-
selves of the general ruin which thus appeared to
have overtaken the house of Visconti to aggran-
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dize themselves at their expence. Thus Florence,
who had been abandoned by all in the hour of her
need, easily succeeded, when the danger was past,
in forming a powerful confederacy to despoil the
heirs of her ancient foe. But she at first pro-
cured few immediate advantages for herself.
Pope Boniface IX. joined her in a league with
the view of recovering the possessions of the
church in Romagna; but he had no sooner re-
ceived the cession of Bologna and Perugia, which
gladly exchanged the Milanese tyranny for the
milder form of papal government, than he con-
cluded a separate peace with the Milanese re-
gency. In Tuscany the efforts of the Florentines
were incessant to restore freedom to the two
republics which Gian Galeazzo had enslaved.
With their support Sienna recovered her liberty ;
but Pisa was secured to the bastard Gabriele
Maria of Visconti by the protection which that
lord obtained in his new inheritance from the
lieutenant who governed for the king of France
at Genoa. Florence was compelled by the mea-
sures which the French governor adopted for
confiscating her merchandize in the Genoese ports,
to desist from further enterprises against the
signor of Pisa; but she had, within two years
after the death of Gian Galeazzo, already per-
fected the great end of her war against the Vis-
conti. Her arms reduced the Ghibelin nobles of
the Apennines, whose castles overhung her ter-
ritory, to obedience and subjection ; all Tuscany,
except Pisa, was delivered from foreign influence ;
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CHAP. Sienna was free; Bologna and Perugia were
L wrested from the Milanese yoke. These objects

attained, Florence relaxed in her efforts: she in-
deed still supported those signors who, after the
long proscription of the Guelf party in Lombardy,
had now revived that faction in the cities under
their dominion ; but she ceased to act otherwise
than as an auxiliary, and left the house of Visconti
to struggle with the difficulties by which that
family were now sufficiently oppressed. *

Amidst the general dissolution of the Milanese
power which had followed the death of Gian Ga-
leazzo, the lord of Padua was too enterprising
and ambitious, and had too many resentments to
gratify against the house of his ancient oppressor,
to remain a quiet spectator of the distractions
and weakness of Lombardy. The duchess-mother
of Milan had desired to obtain his alliance or
neutrality by large cessions of territory; but the
personal hatred which Jacopo del Verme and
others in her council bore to Carrara, had occa-
sioned the rupturec of her negociations and the

Congquestsof
Fraacesco
da Carrar,
lord of Pa-
dua.

* Poggio Bracciolini, Istor.
Fiorent. b. iii. p. 280. ad fin.
and b. iv. ad p. 294.. Mura-
tori, Annali,A.D.1400—1404.
I have laboured almost in de-
spair to collect from my con-
stant guide Muratori, and from
Sismondi, cc. 56 and 58, ma-
terials for composing a view in
any degree satisfactory of the
confused and stormy period
which immediately preceded

and followed the death of Gian
Galeazzo. Theaccount, in the
third book of Bracciolini, of
the expedition of the emperor
Robert, which effected such a
revolution in the military repu-
tation of Italy, is extremely in-
teresting ; but in political de-
tails the history of Bracciolini
is not always sufficiently com-
prehensive for our purpose.



HISTORY OF ITALY.

17

invasion of the Milanese states by the lord of cuHap

Padua. After some indecisive hostilities, he was

invited to undertake an attempt upon Verona. .e -

Guglielmo della Scala, son of the last signor of
that house, whom Gian Galeazzo had driven from
his dominions to close his days miserably, in exile
and by poison, now trusted that the moment had
arrived for the recovery of his inheritance. He
knew that the people of Verona desired to return
under the government of his family; he held a
correspondence with his partizans in that city;
and he induced Carrara, to whose kindness he had
been indebted for a subsistence in exile, to aid
him in surprising the place. The Paduan army
suddenly appeared before Verona, the affection of
the citizens seconded their attempt, and the walls
were carried by escalade during the night. The
eagle of the Scala * again rested on the towers of
Verona, but amidst the rejoicings which welcomed
him to the capital of his fathers, Guglielmo was
already seized with a mortal disease. He was so
weak that he could not sit on horseback to make
his triumphal entry into the city ; the fatigue of
his inauguration increased his disorder; and he
died within a few days.+ The fall of Verona

* An eagle perched on a
ladder (scala) was the device

tion which Dante once found
at the court of Verona.

of their family :—ahouse which,
in spite of its gloomy genea-
logy of crime, has some inte-
resting associations for the Ita-
lian scholar, from the protec-

VOL. II.

+ The lord of Padua did not
escape suspicion of having ad-
ministered a slow poison to
him that he might make him-
self his heir ; but the noble and

C

VI.
T I
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seemed to the Milanese regency only a prepara-
tion for the conquest by the lord of Padua. of all
the cities beyond the Adige; he had already taken
many castles and laid siege to Vicenza; and in
the consciousness of the inability of their own
weak and disturbed government to resist his pro-
gress, they applied themselves to alarm the jea-
lousy and revive the slumbering hatred of the
ancient enemies of his house.

The vindictive oligarchy of Venice had never
forgiven the family of Carrara their share in the
war of Chiozza, and the ingratitude which had
preceded that contest; and though from tempo-
rizing policy they had indirectly aided Francesco
Novello in recovering his throne from.the duke
of Milan, and had even allowed him formally to
reconcile himself with them, they still regarded
him with no feelings of amity. Thus, therefore,
though they had made few efforts to check the
wide-spreading power of Gian Galeazzo, which
really threatened the total subversion of Italian
independence, they were easily rouzed by their

generous character of Carrara
should throw every discredit
on the accusation, and Gugli-
elmo is expressly declared by
several contemporary writers
to have died naturally of fever
and dysentery. Besides, the
guilt of Carrara would have
been useless, as Scala left two
sons whom the Paduan lord
himself immediately invested

in their father’s possessions.

There can be no doubt that
the frequency of crime in Italy
in these ages has groundlessly
multiplied similar accusations
beyond all probability ; for we
scarcely read any instance of
death in the palaces of her
chieftains, which is not coupled
with a charge of poison.
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long-cherished hatred of Carrara to helieve, or to
feign to believe, that the projects of so skilful
and warlike a prince must endanger the safety of
their state. They were also perhaps prone to
suspect that, under the veil of deference to the
republic, he doubtless meditated revenge for the
misfortunes into which she had plunged his father
and himself fifteen years before. If the Venetian
rulers had forgotten their habitual dislike and
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suspicion, Jacopo del Verme, who from his per-

sonal -enmity to Carrara chose himself to appear
before the senate with the Milanese embassy,
would have instilled into that body distrust and
dread of their enterprising neighbour; and he at
least knew how to enlist the ambition of the doge
and senate in the Milanese alliance. He offered
in the name of the regency of Milan to cede to
Venice allthe country, of which Gian Galeazzo had
possessed himself, to the eastward of the Adige.
Upon this condition, which at once, in blind
hatred to Carrara, gave away to the republic the
territory which the attacks of that lord merely
endangered, the regency obtained the alliance of
the Venetian senate. A governor from Venice
immediately arrived at Vicenza; the banner of
St. Mark was hung out from the walls; and a
summons was sent to Francesco Terzo, the son
of the Paduan signor, who commanded the be-
siegers, to desist from his attack upon a place
which now belonged to the republic. The inso-
lent demeanour of the herald who bore the mes-
sage so exasperated the young chieftain, that he
c2

Their last
war against
him.
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caused or permitted him to be massacred in his
presence; and though the elder Carrara himself

«~~ attempted to preserve his peace with the senate

by withdrawing his army from before Vicenza,
his submission was vain; and the barbarous vio-
lation of the laws of warfare, which his son had
authorized, was destined to be severely visited
upon all his house. The senate were now re-
solved on his ruin; their intrigues seduced the
youthful signors Della Scala from his alliance;
and though Carrara punished their ingratitude by
deposing them, the acquisition of the signiory of
Verona, which he appropriated to himself, availed
him little against the assaults of the puissant
republic.

Venice, of all the states of Italy, had most to
gain and least to lose from the habitual employ-
ment of mercenary troops in the continental wars
of the peninsula. Frightful as were the results of
this system to other powers, her peculiar situation
protected her against the insolence and assaults
of these lawless bands, and her commercial wealth
gave her unbounded resources tor their mainte-
nance in her pay. It was an invariable rule of
her cautious policy never to admit their danger-
ous presence within her lagunes; she was secure
alike from the disastrous cffects of their treasons
and of their defecat ; and she had every temptation
to engage in a warfare in which she hazarded only
her treasures. The troops which she now levied
for the destruction of Carrara, were of more for-
midable numbers than had ever been assembled
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in Lombardy. Her main army of nine thousand
cuirassiers under celebrated condottieri was des-
tined for the invasion of the Paduan territory ;
the lord of Mantua joined her alliance to operate
against Verona; and Jacopo del Verme directed
another numerous force towards the same quarter.
Against all these assaults Carrara could oppose
only his own unassisted resources; the marquis
Nicholas of Este, his son-in-law and sole efficient
ally, was compelled after a few useless efforts to
leave him to his fate and to make his own peace ;
and Florence, now occupied only in the pursuit
of an enterprise in Tuscany which disgraced her
principles, turned a deaf ear to all the solicitations
of her old and faithful confederate, and abandoned
him, after a weak endeavour to mediate in his
favor, to the fury of his merciless enemies. Yet
Francesco da Carrara, with his two valiant sons,
Francesco Terzo and Giacomo, defended the pos-
sessions of his house with a heroism and with
talents which might have deserved a happier for-
tune. Skilfully fortifying the banks of the canals
which intersected the low country of Padua, the
signor himself with Francesco Terzo guarded this
territory like a great fortress, and repulsed the
general assaults of the invaders, while Giacomo
threw himself into Verona. But the people of
that city had no affection for the sway of the
Carrara; they revolted, and yielded their signi-
ory by treaty to the Venetians; and Giacomo,
whose virtues they respected, and for whose
liberty they stipulated, was immediately seized in
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CHAP, violation of the treaty, and consigned to the
VL. dungeons of Venice.

PART I. . . °

v~  Meanwhile misfortune had thickened round

the devoted heads of his father and brother. The

first range of works which defended the Paduan

confines was at length surprised during a violent

tempest and carried by assault; a second line

behind which the Carrara retired was opened to

the invaders by treason; and after a desperate

struggle, the Venetians penetrated to the foot of

the walls of Padua, and formed the siege of that

city. Here they were joined by the army to

which Verona had fallen. Behind the ramparts

of his capital, Carrara long maintained an unequal

conflict against these united hosts, with a resolu-

tion which was well seconded by the courage and

fidelity of his subjects. But the numerous pea-

santry, who had sought refuge within the walls

with their cattle, fatally overcrowded the place;

the confinement of so many men and animals in a

narrow compass, together with bad diet and filth,

produced their ordinary effects; and a frightful

pestilence broke out, which is declared by an eye-

witness to have destroyed forty thousand of the

defenders. Amidst these horrors Carrara pro-

tracted his resistance above scventeen months,

constantly deluded with cruel hopes of succour

pall of pa. from Florence which were never fulfilled ; and he

T the  capitulated at last only when the besiegers had

gained one of the gates and forced a part of the

city. The Venetian proveditor:, or commissaries,

who, according to the practice of their republic,
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manders, declared that they had no power to
treat with the signor of Padua; but they invited
him to deliver the city into their hands, and to
proceed to negociate in person with the senate
itself. Upon the faith of a safe conduct, Carrara
and his son obeyed their counsel and embarked
for Venice. On their arrival in that city they
were admitted to an audience of the senate, and
threw themselves on their knees before the doge
to entreat the mercy of the republic. The doge,
raising the suppliants, seated them on either side
of his throne, and addressed a discourse to them
in which he recounted the benefits that the re-
public had at former periods conferred on their
house, and reproached them, but without bitter-
ness, with the ingratitude by which they had re-
paid her. The Carrara replied only by imploring
the clemency of the senate; and they were then
conducted to the prisons of St. Mark, where they
were suffered to see Giacomo, who since his cap-
tivity had remained in ignorance of their fate,
and little expected to meet them in that abode of
misery. The interview between these unhappy
relatives could draw tears even from Venetian
gaolers.

The implacable hatred of Jacopo del Verme
pursued the noble captives to their last hour.
While the senate seemed to hesitate on their fate,
and had appointed a commission to determine the
place of their confinement, he came to Venice,
and startled the fears of the council of ten by the

VI.
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emphatic declaration, that, for enemies so danger-
ous by their valour and restless talents, there wag
no secure prison but the tomb. This maxim was
in perfect accordance with the atrocious policy of
that body. They removed the case before their
own tribunal, and the sigmer of Padua was sud-
denly desired by the mouth of a friar to prepare
for death. After he had confessed, the priest left
him, and two of the council of ten entered his
prison, attended by a body of their myrmidons.
The indignant prince, who acknowledged no sub-
mission to the state of Venice, met his end as
fearlessly as he had lived: seizing a wooden stool,
the only article of furniture in his dungeon, he
rushed upon his murderers, and in the effort to
sell his life dearly, was at last overpowered and
strangled with the string of a cross-bow. The
next day his two brave sons shared the same fate.
“ Francesco Novello da Carrara,” says his biogra-
pher and friend, “ was of middle stature and well
proportioned, though somewhat inclined to cor-
pulency. His complexion was dark, and his
countenance rather severe; but his disposition
was amiable and merciful, his mind enlightened,
his acquirements various, his language elegant,
and his courage heroic.”

These foul murders were, as it has been truly
said, perfectly characteristic of the Venetian go-
vernment, and would not have been avowedly
perpetrated, even in the fifteenth century, by any
other state in Europe ; and they were followed by
a proscription almost equally odious of the younger
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children of Carrara, who had been placed by their
father in safety at Florence, and of the youthful
signors Della Scala. They at least had committed
no offence against Venice, except that they de-
manded the restitution of Verona. But the re-
public dreaded their future hostility; they had
been released by Carrara before his own captivity;
and the senate now put a price upon their heads.
The Della Scala escaped and separated, that they
might elude the designs of their enemies, to
wander in a long exile and to perish obscurely.
Of the two remaining sons of Carrara, one died
young a natural death at Florence, but the other,
endeavouring thirty years later to recover his
father’s dominion over Padua, was seized in the
abortive attempt and executed at Venice. Thus
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were extinguished two of the reigning houses of niceextend-

Italy; all their provinces—an extensive territory
—had passed under the sceptre of Venice; and
the lion of St. Mark was now planted from her
lagunes to the Adige, on the towers of Treviso,
Feltro, Belluno, Verona, Vicenza, and Padua.*
During the glorious defence of Padua by the ill
fated Carrara, Florence might easily have effected
their rescue, if she had remained true to that
liberal and virtuous policy, which had constituted
her the guardian of the weak against the tyranny
of the oppressor; and which, in surveying the
dark picture of these faithless and troubled times,

* Andrea Gataro, Storia Padovana, p. 867. ad fin. Sismondi,
¢ 599,

ed to the
Adige,

Florence.
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still renders her the most interesting object in
Italian history. But her citizens at this epoch
suffered themselves to be engrossed by a project
of selfish ambition, which broke down the line of
separation between them and the tyrants of Italy.
While their ancient ally the lord of Padua, was in
his last extremity of distress, they neglected his
moving supplications for aid, themselves to pursue
their own schemes of vengeance and conquest.
When Florence, in the first moment of joy at her
deliverance by the death of Gian Galeazzo; la-
boured to overthrow the authority of the Visconti
at Pisa, she was probably as sincere in desiring to
restore freedom to that city, as she had proved
herself in succouring the people of Sienna. But
after Gabriele Maria Visconti, the lord of Pisa,
had baffled her designs by committing himself to
the protection of the marechal de Boucicault, who
commanded for the French king at Genoa, her
republican greediness of dominion was suddenly
tempted by a secret overture from Boucicault,
and her virtue was not proof against his offers.
The marechal with difficulty maintained his mas-
ter's authority over the restless Genoese; he
stood in need of more powerful support than the
bastard Visconti could afford; and he proposed
to the Florentines to sell Pisa to them for 400,000
florins of gold and the promisc of their alliance.
Gabriele Maria was himself conscious of his in-
ability to retain his power over Pisa; but he was
fearful that Boucicault would usurp the price of
his lordship, and he thercefore himself entered
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Pisans were stung to madness, on discovering that
they were about to be sold to their ancient and
detested enemies the Florentines; they rose in
arms ;- and. driving Visconti from the city, com-
pellod his: troops -to take refuge in the citadel.
But there he maintained himself until he had
closed his bargain, and, for 206,000 florins, trans-
ferred the signiory of Pisa to the Florentines: he
then delivered into the hands of their commis-
sioners the citadel itself and the other castles
which he held. Gabriele Maria did not enjoy his
reward : he was first plundered of a part of this
money by Boucicault, and then of the remainder ;
and at last was executed at Genoa upon a calum-
nious charge of treason.

The Florentines shortly lost the citadel which
they had purchased at so heavy a price. The
Pisans, finding it delivered to a Florentine garri-
son, pressed the siege of it, which they had al-
ready undertaken from the side of their city, with
increased vigour ; and by the neglect or cowardice
of its defenders, it was surprised and immediately
razed to the ground. But this transient success
only deferred and could not avert the subjugation
of the Pisans. The Florentines were inflamed
by the disgrace, which their arms had suffered, to
obstinate resolution and powerful efforts. They
haughtily repulsed an embassy which the Pisans
sent to remonstrate on the injustice of their ag-
gression, to demand the restitution of their cas-
tles, to offer to make good to Florence the sum

VL
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which she had paid to Gabriele Maria, and to
solicit an equitable peace. As if the iniquitous
bargain which they had concluded with Visconti
had power to abrogate the natural right of the
Pisans to be free, they already addressed them as
rebellious subjects ; * and they immediately made
earnest preparation for enforcing their obedience.

It was to no purpose that, to conciliate their
enemies, the Pisans, who only asked to govern
themselves, recalled to power the exiled faction
of the Gambacorti, the partizans of Florence.
The rulers and people of that state were not the
less sternly resolved on their purpose. The di-
rection of the war was entrusted to ten commis-
sioners, as had become usual with the republic

* The answer which the
Florentines returned to some
propositions of the Pisans for
peace, aped the tone of sove-
reign command, and displayed
all the pride and insolence of
these merchant tyrants. It
was addressed “ Agli anziani
della nostra citta di Pisa.”—
“To the clders (or magistrates)
of our city of Pisa.”

The conduct of the opposite
parties of Florence on this oc-
casion may scrve for an cx-
ample, among a thousand
which history will furnish, of
the little real conncction be-
tween political divisions and
abstract principles of right.—
That the ambitious oligarchy
of the Guelf faction, who

swayed the counsels of the re-
public, should have few scru-
ples in enslaving a neighbour-
ing statc, is intelligible enough
but it might surprise the poli-
tical tyro that their opponents
of the democratical party, the
avowed champions of popular
liberty in its widest extent,
were  perfectly  agreed with
them in this work of despotism,
The voice of a few individuals
who preached moderation was
drowned in gencral clamour ;
and Gino Capponi, who was
one of the ten commissioners
of the war, and has left us an
animated memoir of its pro-
gress, appears profoundly un-
conscious that he was an actor
in a flagitious enterprise.
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since her contest with the church in the preceding
century ; * and the numerous forces which these
ministers had taken into pay were already in
movement to close up every avenue to Pisa, and
to starve that capital into a surrender, while the
minor places in its territory were successively re-
duced by assault.” A few galliots, which the Flo-
rentines armed at Genoa, appeared off the mouth
of the Arno, to prevent the entrance of supplies
from the sea; and so fallen was Pisa, that this
petty force maintained the blockade of a city,
which had once fitted out her hundred gallies to
dispute the dominion of the waves. By land all
hope of relief was gradually extinguished. The
condottieri, whom the Pisans endeavoured to
enrol in their service, were either bought off by
gold, or successively intercepted and routed on
their approach to the city; and the numerous
army of the Florentines, drawing their chain of
blockade more closely round the despairing city,
at length prevented all introduction of food.

Still the Pisans obstinately defended themselves
as became men who fought for all that could
dignify life; and even when fatigue and misery

* These commissioners, who
had originally been only eight
in number, were soon increased
to ten, and their body was re-
newed annually during the con-
tinuance of hostilities. The
want of a more permanent
council for the direction of
military operations than the
ordinary magistracies which

were changed cvery two months,
had occasioned the creation of
this new branch of executive
government ; and notwithstand-
ing the democratical jealousy
of the Florentines, they con-
firmed those of ¢ the ten of
war” in office from year to
year, whose ability was found
to merit the public confidence.
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and hunger had worn them to the bone, their
spirit remained unsubdued. They vainly offered
the signiory of their city to Ladislaus king of
Naples, and to the duke of Burgundy: the first
of these princes engaged to Florence to leave
them to their fate, in exchange for the assurance
that she would not oppose his occupation of
Rome; the second proved too distant or too in-
different to afford them relief. The unhappy
citizens, as famine wasted them, endeavoured to
banish their useless mouths,—the women, the
aged, and the children; but the Florentines mer-
cilessly drove back these sufferers into the place,
and had even the cruelty to use violence to them
to deter their fellow citizens from a repetition of
the attempt to expel them. Thus at last the
Pisan granaries were completely emptied; and
the wretchedness within the walls became so
great, that the people eagerly devoured the weeds
that grew in their streets and on the ramparts.
But though the citizens with difficulty dragged
their emaciated bodies to the post of duty, no
word of surrender was heard among them; and
when the Gambacorti who governed them, find-
ing further resistance utterly hopeless, capitulated
to the Florentines to secure as many advantages
as possible for themselves, they were compelled
to keep the negociation a secret from their fellow
citizens. They delivered up a gate to the enemy
during the night; the besieging army entered ;
and though the Florentine commissaries immedi-
ately introduced supplies of food, and obliged
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their mercenaries to observe a rare moderation
towards the inhabitants, the last elevation of the
popular voice in Pisa was to invoke curses on the
rulers who had betrayed them.—This conquest
of Pisa gave a secure maritime outlet to the Flo-
rentine commerce, which had hitherto been de-
pendent on the caprice of neighbouring states ;
and the prosperity of Florence was thenceforth
carried to its highest splendour. Yet in the dis-
passionate judgment of history, the unjust subju-
gation of a rival city, which had been but lately
frec as herself, has left an indelible reproach on
her fair fame. The quiet submission of Pisa
could be ensured only by the silent depopulation
and mortal languor with which she was stricken
in her slavery ; her majestic edifices became a
forsaken solitude; and the contemplative travel-
ler who paces her deserted streets, will even at
this hour call to mind the origin of her long de-
cay, and deem the subsequent grandeur of Flo-
rence purchased something too dearly. *

Since the commencement of the great schism
of the church, the papal power had fallen so
deeply into contempt or oblivion, that I have
gcarcely found occasion to notice its precarious
existence. But the repeated efforts which, at the
period before us, were made to terminate the
schism, and their approach to final success, may
seem to demand our momentary retrospect and

, * Poggio Bracciolini, b. iv.  Pisa, passim (In the eighteenth
ad p. 305. Gino Capponi, volume of Muratori's great
Commentirio del acquisito di  collection.)

31

CHAP.
VL
PART I

o~/

Papal af-

fairs.

Progress of
the Great
Schism.



32 HISTORY OF ITALY.

CHAP. attention to the affairs of the pontificate. Urban
P:’Rl“ VL., to whose intemperate conduct this great. di-
-~ Vvision of the church may with safety be ascribed,
and whose subsequent reign was no otherwise
marked than by ferocious tyranny over his own
cardinals, and interference in the revolutions of
Naples, terminated his restless life in 1389. The

Succeeny, CArdinals of his obedience immediately entered

(‘»,fly_rtian into conclave, and elected for his successor Boni-

Bonimce  faC€ IX. This pontiff’ after passing many years

X of his reign under the protection of the Malatesti,
lords of Rimini, and seeking to re-establish the
papal authority over Romagna, by engaging in the
obscure and eternal feuds of that province, was,
as we have seen, in some measure enabled to raise
the temporal power of his sce by the acquisition
of Bologna and Perugia after the death of Gian
Galeazzo. Rome was also reduced to change her
state of mingled independence and anarchy for
subjection to his sway; and the severity of his
government restrained the independent or turbu-
lent spirit of the people. But, on his decease in
1404, the citizens rose in insurrection under the
conduct of the Savelli and Colonna; and it was
amidst a wild scene of popular tumult, that the
conclave of the Urbanist cardinals raised one of
their body to the papal throne by the title of In-
nocent VII.

Tmmocent The new pope, who was distinguished by the
moderation of his charagter, at first effected an
accommodation with the people, and acknow-
ledged their republican freedom. But the in-



HISTORY OF ITALY.

trigues of some of their leaders, and the violence
of his own family, produced new troubles; and
Ladislaus, king of Naples, who by the secure es-
tablishment of his throne had now found leisure
to form projects of foreign conquest, insidiously
encouraged the Romans in their resistance to the
pope, that, by forcing him to abandon the city, he
might himself acquire a sovereignty over it. In-
nocent VII. was compelled to fly before the fury
of the populace; and Ladislaus, by the invitation
of the Colonna, then entered Rome with a small
force and demanded the signiory of the people.
But the citizens had not expelled their pacific
sovereign to yield themselves to the yoke of an
ambitious monarch. A quarrel between some of
the populace and the Neapolitan soldiery swelled
into a general engagement ; the troops of Ladis-
laus were worsted ; and the king was compelled
to evacuate the city, after setting fire to it in se-
veral places. His enterprise taught the citizens
to desire again the presence of the inoffensive
pontiff; he was recalled, and shortly after died ;
and the election of a new pope, Gregory XII, at
Rome prolonged the duration of the great schism.

For many years the general voice of Europe
had been loudly declared, in reprobating the scan-
dalous division which agitated the church. But
the adherence of the leading states of Christen-
dom was so equally balanced between the rival
pontiffs of Rome and Avignon, that there appeared
no other means of terminating the schism than

by inducing both popes to abdicate, and obtain-
VOL. 1I. D
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CHAP. ing a new and undisputed election by the union

VI of the cardinals of the two parties. In the endea-

w~~ vour to eftect these desirable objects, the court
of France, and particularly the university of

Paris, had honorably taken the lead. On the

death of Clement VII. at Avignon in 1394, both

the kings of France and Aragon, who had adhered

to his party, scconded the exertions of the univer-

sity of Paris in exhorting the Clementine cardi-

nals to abstain from appointing a new pope.

But these prelates could not be induced to make

such a cession of their pretensions to the opposite

faction. While they professed their most earnest

desire for a reconciliation on equal terms, and

went so far as individually to take:a solemn oath

to stop at no personal sacrifices, even to the abdi-

cation of the papal dignity in case it should de-

volve upon them, they hastened to assemble in

Benedice _conclave, and raised one of their number, Bene-
XL, the — gi0t XII1., to the tiara. Benedict who, until his

successor

Vet elevation, had passed for the most moderate man
Avigion. of his party, and who from his previous zeal for
the peace of the church had appeared best fitted
for the work of re-union, had no sooner attained
the pontifical dignity, than he laboured with in-
genious duplicity to perpetuate the dissensions
His etors ON Which his authority rested. It was to no
toprolons  Hurpose that a French national council withdrew
the kingdom from its spiritual allegiance to him;
that a French army besieged Avignon; and that
he was retained a prisoner in his palace. He re-

peatedly engaged to abdicate, and as often found
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some pretext to retract his promise; and after
ineffectually abstaining for some years from obe-
dience to either of the rival popes, the French
church found it expedient again to recognize the
authority of Benedict, though his resignation was
not the less importunately demanded.

The hollow negociations into which, for the
sake of appearances, Benedict X1II. was compelled
to enter with the pontiffs of the opposite faction,
at length however produced more impression
than was desired by his crafty policy. Though
the cardinals of the other obedience, after the
death of Urban V1., had successively placed Boni-
face IX. Innocent VII. and Gregory XIIL. in his
chair, they were obliged in decency, at the two
last of these elections, to impose on themselves
the same self-denying oaths in which the prelates
of Avignon had set them the example. The in-
creasing indignation of Europe, at the selfish ob-
stinacy which prolonged the scandal of their se-
paration, was so loudly proclaimed after the
elevation of Gregory XII., that he found it neces-
sary to invite Benedict XIII. to a mutual abdica-
tion for the peace of the church. But there was
as little sincerity in his proposal, as in the appa-
rent readiness of Benedict to accept it. The
rival pontiffs agr?d in rejecting the plan of the
French monarch, that each should abdicate in
presence of his own college, and that the cardinals
of the two obediences should then meet to elect
a new pope. Both Gregory and Benedict insisted
upon a previous conference, in which their re-

D2
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nunciation should take place in presence of the
united colleges. The maritime city of Savona in
the Genoese territory was named for the scene
of this ceremony by mutual consent, and formally
yielded by the French king in equal portions for
the residence of the two papal courts. But neither
pontiff had any intention that the conference
should ever take place. Gregory exposed himself
by the first evasion, under pretence that, having
no naval force, he could not trust himself in a
maritime city in the power of his rival, who was
escorted by the Genoese gallies; and Benedict,
who for some time played his part with more ad-
dress, not only arrived at the appointed rendez-
vous, but even made a feint of advancing from
thence to meet Gregory, who had proceeded
from Rome to Lucca. But it was no more than
a feint; and a servant of Gregory compares the
two pontifts, the one to an aquatic creature who
would not quit the coast, and the other to a ter-
restrial animal who dreaded the water. But the
cardinals of the two obediences had been at last
seriously rouzed by the reproaches of Christen-
dom, and were weary of the mutual dissimulation
of their masters. The majority of the followers
of Gregory first forsook him, and repaired to
Pisa; most of the opposite party withdrew from
the residence of Benedict to Leghorn; the cardi-
nals of Gregory joined them in that town; and
the united colleges addressed circular letters,
temperately exposing the conduct of Gregory
and Benedict, to all the bishops of the two obe-
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diences, and inviting the prelates to a general
council at Pisa; where the two popes were like-
wise enjoined to appear before the assembled
church of Christ.

Both the pontiffs, on the receipt of this sum-
mons, bared their selfish ambition to the world.
Benedict, with three cardinals who adhered to
him, set sail for Aragon ; and Gregory, with four
others, withdrew to the protection of the Mala-
testi of Rimini. The one convoked a council
at Perpignan, the other at Ravenna; but these
efforts to defeat the intention of the united col-
leges were unavailing. A numerous body of the
prelates of Christendom assembled to meet the
cardinals at Pisa, and most of the crowned heads
of Europe sent their ambassadors to assist their
deliberations. The council of Pisa, with impar-
tial justice, solemnly deposed both Gregory XII.
and Benedict XIII. without deciding on their re-
lative pretensions, and raised the cardinal of
Milan to the papal dignity by the title of Alex-
ander V. The first act of the new pope was an
endeavour to perfect the peace of the church.
For tranquillity of conscience, all nominations to
benefices, which had been granted by the rival
pontiffs since the commencement of the schism,
were confirmed, and all spiritual censures and
excommunications annulled. Yet the council of
Pisa, so far from healing the schism, only ap-
peared to render it incurable. Spain obstinatel
maintained her adherence to Benedict XIII.

.
b
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Naples and some minor states still supported
Gregory XII.; and there were now three papal
pretenders instead of two. But with the work
of this council commenced nevertheless a new
ecclesiastical @ra: the right of the assembled
church to depose her rulers had been asserted by
a large majority of her representatives; a prece-
dent was established to guide the subsequent and
more important council of Constance ; and many
writers have seen in this epoch the commence-
ment of that long struggle against the absolute
dominion of the popedom, for which we are in-
debted to the final establishment of the Refor-
mation. *

The adherence of Ladislaus, king of Naples, to
Gregory XII., was occasioned solely by the inte-
rested design of prolonging the duration of the
schism, and perpetuating the distractions of the
papal states. We have formerly traced the cha-
racter and fortunes of this ambitious monarch to
the moment when, at the close of the fourteenth
century, he had triumphed against his competitor,
Louis of Anjou, and, on the retirement of that
prince to Provence, had established his unresisted
and arbitrary sway over the kingdom of Naples.
From this epoch Ladislaus eagerly meditated
schemes of new aggrandizement in the peninsula;
but his attention was diverted for some years
from Italian affairs, by a similar invitation to that

* Raynaldi, Annal. Lecles.  fant, Histoire du Concile de
vol. xvit. pp. 505—384. Len-  Pise—passim.
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which his father had received from a part of the
Hungarian nobility, to ascend their throne.
Sigismund, brother of the emperor Wenceslaus,
who had been raised to the crown of Hungary by
his marriage with the queen Maria, had disgusted
the nobles by his debaucheries and cruelty. His
person was seized, a general revolt spread through
the kingdom, and, when the gallies of Ladislaus
appeared on the coast of Dalmatia, Zara and other
maritime cities acknowledged his authority. He

received the crown of Hungary at Zara; but in-

the meantime Sigismund had recovered his liberty
and the allegiance of the fickle palatines; and
Ladislaus returning to Naples found it expedient,
at the end of several years, to renounce his pre-
tensions to the Hungarian crown. He sold the
places which he held in maritime Dalmatia to
the Venetians; who thus regained the possessions
on those coasts, which their republic had, half a
century before, been compelled to cede to Louis
of Hungary.

Thus abandoning his transmarine conquests,
Ladislaus turned, as we have observed, during the
pontificate of Innocent VII., to mingle in the
affairs of Rome, and insidiously to foment the
troubles of the papal states. He had once failed
in endeavouring to occupy the ecclesiastical capi-
tal ; but the departure of Gregory XII., with the
feigned purpose of meeting the rival pope, was
too tempting an occasion of seizing upon Rome
for Ladislaus to lose. In the year before the
assembly of the council of Pisa, he advanced
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from the Neapolitan frontiers with a formidable
army of 12,000 cuirassiers and an equal force of
infantry. The Orsini betrayed to him one of the
gates of Rome, as the Colonna had done before ;
the citizens were compelled to capitulate; Peru-
gia was attacked at the same time and induced to
surrender ; and, under the pretence of acting as
the protector of Gregory XII., Ladislaus effected
the occupation of the capital and of great part of
the ecclesiastical state. But he designed to ex-
tend his conquests yet farther; he hoped ulti-
mately to embrace the whole of Italy in his domi-
nion; and, in the magnitude of his ambition,
which was as insatiable as his talents were splen-
did, he even aspired to the imperial crown. In
the design to consolidate his power over his new
conquests, and to extend his authority towards
northern Italy, he imperiously required the Flo-
rentines to recognize him for legitimate sovereign
of the ecclesiastical states; and he backed the
demand by the imposing force of his fine army.
But the Florentines had taken part with the
council of Pisa, which they had suffered to as-
semble in their states, and with Alexander V.;
they resolved to scat that pontiff in the patri-
mony of St. Peter; and the army of Ladislaus
caused them little dread, since they knew that
their gold could rcadily seduce the condottieri, of
whose bands the Neapolitan forces were princi-
pally composed. *

* When Ladislaus, in asto-  hardihood of the Florentines,
nishment or contempt at the  who, at the time they deter-
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Having engaged the republic of Sienna in their
alliance, the Florentines immediately began to
levy a powerful force of mercenaries for the pro-
secution of the war, which had now become in-
evitable. The famous company of St. George
served in the army of Ladislaus; but their leader
Alberic di Barbiano, whom that monarch had
created great constable of his kingdom, had lately
died, and just before the epoch at which Ladislaus
thus lost the services of this great restorer of the
military reputation of Italy, he had been com-
pelled, by the condition of the treaty which ad-
mitted him into Perugia, to dismiss from his pay
a yet more celebrated leader, Braccio di Mon-
tone, who was a Perugian exile and had been
educated to arms in the school of St. George.
This captain willingly entered into the service of
Florence; the republic farther took into her pay
Malatesta di Pesaro and other condottieri with
their bands ; and before the king of Naples could
commence his offensive operations, she had as-
sembled two thousand four hundred lances, or
seven thousand two hundred cuirassiers. Infe-
rior as was this force to the army of Ladislaus,
Braccio di Montone by his able conduct pre-
served the fortresses of the Florentines and Sien-
nese from falling into the hands of that monarch;
he hovered round the invaders, intercepted their

mined to oppose him, had only to combat him: “ With your
four hundred lances in their own” was the laconic and au-
pay, asked their ambassador dacious reply of the envoy.
with what troops they meant
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convoys, and routed their detachments; and in a
short time so straitened their supplies of pro-
visions, that Ladislaus was obliged to retire to
Rome.

The Florentines were not satisfied with this
first success. While they were providing forces
for the defence of their own territory, they had
extended the ramifications of their policy with
their customary address, and had invited into
Italy Louis II. of Anjou, the former competitor
of Ladislaus for the Neapolitan crown. They
persuaded this prince to renew the pretensions
which he founded on the adoption of his father
by Joanna ; they laboured to revive the Angevin
party in Naples; and they induced pope Alex-
ander V., on the arrival of Louis with a body of
gens-d'armerie at Pisa, to bestow on him the
investiture of that kingdom. The troops of Flo-
rence, Sienna, and Bologna, were united to the
Provengal cavalry; and Louis entered at their
head into the ecclesiastical states. Many of the
towns in the patrimony of St. Peter immediately
opened their gates to the combined army. Paolo
Orsini, who commanded for Ladislaus at Rome
with two thousand cuirassiers, was seduced by
the gold of I'lorence; and passing into the pay of
the republic, he admitted the allies into the castle
of St. Angelo. The possession of Rome was then
for some time contested between the combatants ;
and, although Louis left the army of the league
to return to Provence, the Neapolitan troops
were finally compelled to evacuate the capital.
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Alexander V. was thus established in the posses-
sion of the ancient seat of the papacy; but he
survived the acquisition only a few months ; and
the cardinal Balthazar Cossa, a man of ambitious
and profligate character, who had exercised a
strong influence over the deliberations of the
council of Pisa, and whose vices, real or exagge-
rated, have obtained a disgraceful celebrity in
ecclesiastical annals, procured his own succession
to the papal chair by the title of John XXIII.
Meanwhile Louis of Anjou was preparing ano-
ther expedition into Italy, in which the Floren-
tines designed that he should carry his arms into
the Neapolitan dominions. But during the fresh
reverses which threatened the power of Ladislaus,
he suddenly acquired a new ally. The Genoese,
who had long endured the yoke of France with
impatience, took advantage of the absence of their
governor Boucicault to revolt; and after murder-
ing, or expelling all the French who had re-
mained in the city, they restored their republic,
and immediately embraced the party of Ladislaus,
in opposition to that of France and Anjou. In
concert with the Neapolitan gallies, a Genoese
squadron encountered the fleet in which Louis
with a numerous train of Provengal knights had
embarked for Italy, and captured many of his
vessels ; but the prince himself escaped ; and his
arrival at Rome was the signal for the advance of
the formidable army which Florence, the pope,
and Sienna had asscmbled in that capital. Many
of the most celebrated condottieri of Italy served
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under the banners of this alliance: Braccio di
Montone, Paolo Orsini, Angelo della Pergola, and
Sforza Attendolo, an adventurer whose descen-
dants were destined to assume a distinguished
rank among the sovereigns of the peninsula. But
owing to the dissensions of thesc captains, and
the poverty or inactivity of Louis, the campaign
against Ladislaus produced no decisive advan-
tage; and the Florentines, finding the whole
burthen of the war, which had already cost them
immense sums, thrown upon their republic by
the utter inability of her allies to meet its ex-
pences, listencd to the overtures of Ladislaus.
They concluded with him an advantageous peace,
in which Sienna was embraced ; while John XXIII.
and Louis of Anjou continued the war.
Notwithstanding the defection of Florence and
Sienna, the army of Louis of Anjou remained
undiminished. Though the gold of the former
republic was no longer lavished to gratify their
rapacity, the condottieri and their bands pre-
ferred serving without pay, but with the prospect
of booty, to a total loss of occupation; and the
Angevin prince was enabled by their adherence
to his fortunes to cross the Neapolitan frontiers
at the head of twelve thousand of thc bravest
cuirassiers of Italy. Ladislaus waited his ap-
proach at a place called Rocca Secca, near the
river Garigliano, with an army little inferior.
But the assault, in which the Angevin prince led
his troops, was so impetuous that the cavalry of
Ladislaus was completely routed at the first onset :
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almost all his barons were taken; and even his
personal baggage fell into the hands of the con-
querors. Their greediness of plunder and avarice
of ransom saved the fugitive monarch from the
fate of Manfred and Conradin. They were sacking
his camp while they ought to have been pressing
on his disorderly flight; the mercenary soldiers
sold the prisoners their liberty and arms for a few
ducats to procure a little money ; and Ladislaus
finding they did not pursue him, and learning
their cupidity, put on a bold countenance. He
sent heralds to their camp with supplies of gold,
and in a few hours he had ransomed and re-
mounted nearly his whole army. He afterwards
declared that, on the first day after his defeat, his
person and kingdom were alike in the power of
the victors ; that, on the second, though his per-
son was saved, his kingdom was still at their
mercy ; but that, on the third, the fruits of their
victory had flown. When Louis of Anjou at last
prevailed on his mercenary bands to advance, all
the defiles of the Neapolitan frontiers were already
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Ladislaus. Want and sickness soon followed the
inactivity to which the invaders were reduced ;
as the hope of further booty diminished, the mer-
cenaries became ungovernable and mutinous ; and
Louis was obliged to re-conduct his army to Rome.
There he, in weariness and disgust of his enter-
prise, abandoned it and left Italy for ever; and
Ladislaus and John XXIII. alike exhausted by

His final tri-
umph over
Louis,



46

CHAP.
VI
PART I.
.~/
and peace

with his ene-
mies.

1412

His trea-
-‘hvr_\ .

Sack of
Rome,

HISTORY OF ITALY.

the war, which languished without further cir-
cumstances of moment, concluded it in the follow-
ing summer by the good offices of the Florentines.
Ladislaus recognized the authority of the council
of Pisa, and submitted to John XXIII. as legiti-
mate pope; and John, in return, paid him 100,000
florins and confirmed to him the investiture of his
kingdom.

The restless and ambitious character of Ladis-
laus rendered this reconciliation short-lived and
ineffectual. Early in the following ycar, he com-
missioned Sforza, now in his service, to attack
Paolo Orsini who had established himself in some
fiefs of the march of Ancona. With the osten-
sible purpose of supporting his general in this
expedition, which was undertaken with the secret
concurrence of the pope, Ladislaus assembled a
large army and passed the confines of his king-
dom at its head. But on his passage through
the ecclesiastical states, he suddenly turned off,
and appeared at the gates of Rome; his gallies
entered the Tiber ; and John XXIII., in conster-
nation at this unexpected treachery, had scarcely
time to escape from his capital, when an entrance
through its walls was betrayed .to the troops of
Ladislaus. The Neapolitan army entered ; and
during a sack of several days, Rome experienced
all the horrors of barbarian warfare. The perfi-
dious violation of the faith of treaties of which
Ladislaus had thus been guilty, his acquisition of
Rome, and still more his promise to his army that
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a yet richer booty awaited them in the pillage of cHap,
Florence, awakened against him the suspicions VI
and fears of that republic. Her ten commissioners o ~w
of war were immediately appointed, as if the state
were already engaged in hostilities ; several con-
dottieri were taken into pay; and preparations
were made to oppose the ambitious designs of
Ladislaus on a scale proportioned to the power
and activity of so dangerous an enemy. But still
the Florentine government wished if possible to
avoid provoking him to war; and, while they
negociated and temporized, Ladislaus reduced the gﬁq"uift o
whole of the patrimony of St. Peter. John XXIIIL the papel
was now engaged in ecclesiastical affairs which
too deeply concerned the very existence of his
authority, to leave him time for watching over
the preservation of his temporal dominions.

While circumstances seemed to oblige the pope
himself to abandon his charge, the Florentines
either did not consider themselves bound to
engage singly in the defence of the possessions of
the church, or they felt their inability to wrest
them from the strong arm of Ladislaus. They
therefore, in concert with Sienna, signed a new
peace with that monarch. But the apparent
amity which dictated the treaty thinly veiled the
alarming projects of Ladislaus, and the real dis-
trust and suspicion of the republicans. That Powerof

Ladislaus.

monarch was now in the zenith of his power: he 1wy in dan-
. . f his
had removed the northern boundary of his domi- dniversal
. t .
nions to the confines of Tuscany; he numbered "™

in his service fifteen thousand of the finest gens-
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cHAp. darmerie of Italy; and the establishment of a

VL. general tyranny seemed at hand, more extensive

¥ and formidable than that with which Gian Gale-

azzo had threatened the peninsula. Florence in

particular, had every thing to dread from a mo-

narch whose power was almost at*her gates, and

who was at once warlike, ambitious, and unprin-

cipled. But death, which had more than once

before so opportunely succoured her, came again

to her deliverance; and just as the measures of

Ladislaus bore every indication of new aggres-

sions and immediate war, he was suddenly hurried

Hisdath.  to the grave by a frightful and agonizing disease,

1414 the novel symptoms of which were supposed to

have been occasioned by his excessive debau-
cheries. *

santal x-  The attention of Italy was divided between the

cited in Eu- . . .
rope by e change which the death of Ladislaus produced in

Tt Gt the condition of a great part of the peninsula,
Bebsm- and the approaching convocation of a general
council. The anxious expectations of Lurope
had been completely disappointed by the issue of
the council of Pisa. The scandal of the schism
had rather been aggravated than repressed; three
popes now claimed the obedience of Christendom;
and all the disorders and corruptions of the clergy,
which had shamefully increased during the long
quarrel of the church, were multiplied anew with

the number of pretenders to the papal dignity.

* Poggio Bracciolini, h. iv.  pp. 371—405. Muratori, A.D.
pp-305—3186. Giannone, Istor.  1405—1414.
Civ.diNapoli, b. xxiv. cc. 6 —8.
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The simoniacal practices and venality of the
divided papacy had forgotten concealment, and
exceeded all bounds of decency. The malicious
industry with which the organs of the adverse
factions bared to the public gaze the vices of
their opponentS, and the venomous spirit with
which they invented atrocious accusations or
exaggeratedgerimes, destroyed every former illu-
sion that had attracted to the Roman pontiffs the
blind adoration of mankind. The public, and
personal character of John XXIII. in particular
was assailed with the most odious charges. To
provide funds for the war against Ladislaus, he
had renewed the sale of indulgences which Boni-
face IX. had commenced; and the disgust with
which this scandalous traffic filled all enlightened
and religious minds, was converted into detesta-
tion of the pope himself by the assiduous report
of his enormous depravity. One universal cry
for ecclesiastical reform was raised throughout
Europe, and a general council was still in public
opinion the favorite remedy for the schism of the
papacy and the flagrant abuses of the church.
The wishes of Christendom were forwarded
with active and disinterested zeal by a monarch,
the ordinary qualities of whose character seemed
little to promise any virtuous exertion. This
was Sigismund of Hungary, who, on the death of
the emperoﬁ‘Robert in the year 1410, had been
raised to the crown of Germany : he was the bro-
ther of Wenceslaus, and that feeble monarch, who
since his deposition from the imperial throne still
VOL. IT, F
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reigned over his hereditary states, himself gave
him his electoral vote as king of Bohemia. Slgls-
mund was habitually cruel and faithless, and, in
his private life, debauched and 'voluptuous to the
last degree. But, in the pursuit of a favorite
design, he could evince a constancy and activity
of purpose, which no fatigue could tire and no
danger appal; and which, standingy on the most
famous occasion of his reign, in the place of
virtue, has left to his memory a fairer reputation
than is otherwise merited by the tenor of his life.

"In receiving the imperial dignity, he formed the

resolution of terminating the schism of the church;
and he adhered to it with an inflexible and praise-
worthy earnestness which was strangely contrasted
with his general duplicity and selfishness. For
some time after his elevation to the throne of the
empire, a war in which he was involved with
Venice, respecting the possession of the Dalma-
tian cities sold to her by Ladislaus, delayed the
fulfilment of his eager desire both to accomplish
his own coronation at Rome, and the assembly of
a general council. But, after a lapse of three
years, he at length succeeded in concluding a
long truce with the Venetian republic, and he
therr immediately entered Lombardy. He did not
find himself powerful enough to dictate in arms
as a master to Italy; and he therefore confined
his attention to the affairs of the church.

John XXIII both apprehended the reproach of
Europe, if he should refuse to convoke a council,
and was disturbed by the opposite fear of the
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judgment which such a body might pass on him-
self. In his negociations with Sigismund, he
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dared not oppose its assembly, but he at first -~

insisted that it should take place in some city of
Italy. The emperor and the Germans on the
other hand, who attributed the disorders of the
church to the corruption of the Italian clergy,
dreaded the influence which the papal court must
exercise over any council held in the peninsula.
They, and Europe in general, desired a free

assembly to reform the church, as well as to.

restore its union; and John, after hesitating and
betraying much irresolution, had at last the fatal
imprudence for his own interests, to consent that
a place beyond the Alps should be chosen for the
seat of the council. The pope and the emperor
then met in personal conferences in several of the
Lombard cities to perfect the preliminary arrange-
ments; and John XXIII. at length published his
bulls to invite the clergy of Christendom to as-
semble in the imperial city of Constance.

The famous council of Constance was attended
by the emperor and by pope John XXIII. in per-
son; by the ambassadors of almost all Christian
princes and states ; and, besides the cardinals in
obedience to John, by so great a number of epis-
copal and inferior clergy and theologians of various
nations, that the assembly might with reason arro-
gate to itself the pretension of representing the
civil and ecclesiastical interests of Europe. But
the proportion of Italians in the council far ex-
ceeded that of other nations; and it might justly

E2
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be dreaded that, if the suffrages were permitted
to reckon by the head, the prelates and others of
that country, who were almost universally in the
papal interests, would exercise a pernicious influ-
ence upon the decisions of the assembled church.
It was therefore determined, by the concert of
the rest of the council, that the votes should be
collected, not by the number of persons, but by
nations. Thus four distinet chambers were formed
(to which a fifth was afterwards added for Spain)
for the Italian, German, French, and English
nations ; the minor states of Europe being com-
prehended under one or other of thesc great
divisions. The national chambers deliberated
separately upon every proposition; the decision
of each body was given as a single voice; and the
decrees of the council were regulated by the majo-
rity of these national votes.

The first labour of the council was to extin-
guish the schism, and there appeared no other
mode of cffecting this great object, than by oblig-
ing not only Benedict XIII. and Gregory XII.,
but John XXIII. also, to resign their pretensions.
For, as Spain and a part of Italy rejected the
authority of John to adhere to his rivals respec-
tively, the sacrifice of his dignity could alone
persuade his opponents to agree in a new choice
of the same pope. And though the legitimacy of
John’s election was not disputed by the greater
portion of Europe, the public report of his scan-
dalous vices was readily adopted to justify his
deposition.  To the demand of the assembled
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church, that the three papal rivals should equally
abdicate their seats, John XXIII. was unwillingly
reduced to promise compliance: but he seized
the first opportunity of escaping from Constance,
in the disguise of a groom ; and, retiring to
Schafthausen, found a protector in the duke of
Austria. But for the firmness of the emperor,
this flight must have been followed by the disso-
lution of the council. But Sigismund immedi-
ately put the duke of Austria under the ban of
the empire ; all the petty princes and free cities
of the neighbouring provinces united in attacking
him; and the duke was shortly necessitated to
submit to the emperor and the council, and to
abandon the pope to his fate. John XXIII. was
re-conducted a prisoner to Constance ; a process
was commenced against him by the council; and,
upon loose and general evidence only, articles of
accusation were framed against him, which em-
braced a longer series of atrocious and disgusting
crimes, than a whole life of flagitious wickedness
could possibly have afforded space to commit.
John refused even to sce the record of his infamy;
he declared his entire resignation to the will of
the council ; and he was solemnly deposed, and
condemned to imprisonment.

Warned by the fate of John, Gregory XII. who
had so obstinately resisted the council of Pisa,
but who now found himself abandoned by all his
adherents except the lord of Rimini, wisely em-
ployed the remains of his authority in descending
from his station with some appearance of dignity.
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His legate arrived at Constance to convene the
assembly anew, in order to give it in his name the
authority ot a council ; ana, after this vain cere-
mony, a bull of Gregory was read by which he
renounced the pontificate. Sigismund and the
council had more difficulty in overcoming the
inveterate perverseness of Benedict XIII., and
the adhereace of Spain to his cause. It was not
until the indefatigable emperor had undertaken a
long and pacific journey from Constance into
Spain, and held a personal conference with the
king of Aragon and Benedict at Perpignan, that
his efforts were crowned with success. Benedict,
indeed, still resisted the wishes of Europe, but the
sovereigns of the Spanish peninsula were more
accessible to reason. Finding their pontiff deaf
to every entreaty to complete the re-union of
Christendom, and disgusted by his selfish obsti-
nacy and frantic imbecility, they at length aban-
doned the dotard. The council of Constance was
convoked anew to gratify the pride or scruples of
the Spanish church, and to admit her deputies to
represent the fifth great nation of Europe; and
an unanimous sentence pronounced the deposition
of Benedict, and confirmed the work of peace.
After the remains of the schism had thus been
extirpated, Sigismund endeavoured to induce the
council to provide for the secure reformation of
ecclesiastical abuscs, hefore the election of a new
pope to fill the vacant chair of St. Peter. But
national dissensions, which had already arisen in
the assembly, and were artfully fomented by the
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intrigues of the papal college, increased with
alarming violence in every session, and finally
defeated the purpose of t:e emperor. The Ger-
man and English nations coincided with hi;
but the Italians, from interested attachment to
the power of the papacy, and the French, from
jealousy of Sigismund and hatred of the English,
ranged themselves on the opposite side, and the
Spaniards threw themselves into their scale. Si-
gismund and his supporters were compelled to
yield to this majority ; and the council, proceed-
ing to the nomination of a pope, confided the
election, upon this solemn occasion, to a double
conclave of cardinals and national deputies. The
French desired any pontiff but an Italian or a
member of the sacred college; but the Germans
and English, to oppose their wishes, agreed on
this point with the Italians; and the combined
interest of these three nations fixed the tiara on
the brows of tle cardinal Otho Colonna, who as-
sumed the title of Martin V. The new pontiff
speedily defeated the general project of reforma-
tion, by treating separately with each nation for
the abolition of the ecclesiastical abuses of which
they most complained ; and he then dissolved the
assembly. Thus terminated the great schism of
the church, and with it the useful labours of the
council of Constance. Of the well-known and
execrable condemnation of John Huss and Jerome
of Prague, in the early sessions of the council, I
have omitted to speak, for the tale of horror has
no immediate connection with Italian history.
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But the martyrdom of these fathers of the re-
formed faith, has given an odious character to
the council of Constance, and inflicted eternal
disgrace upon the principles which governed this
celebrated congress of Roman Catholic theolo-
gians. *

During the period at which our attention has
been occupied with the enterprises of Ladis!aus
of Naples, and the progress and close of the great
schism, Lombardy was returning, through a fright-
ful course of suffering, almost to the same condi-
tion in which she had been placed in the life-time
of Gian Galeazzo. I have already noticed the
anarchy into which that great province was
plunged after the decease of the duke of Milan;
and, at the epoch of his widow's violent death in
prison in 1404, the fortunes of his house had
reached their lowest ebb. His eldest son, Gio-
vanni Maria, the new duke of Milan, still 2 minor,
reigned in the capital of Lombardy : his second,
Filippo Maria, to whom a part of the provinece
had been bequeathed with the title of count of
Pavia, resided in that city. But of the extensive
possessions of their parent, the brothers retained
only those two places ; even in Pavia the Beccaria
usurped a paramount authority ; and all the other
Lombard cities had cither revolted to pass under
tyrants of thcir own, or had been seized by the
generals of Gian Galeazzo, and converted into

* Lentant, Fhistoire du Con- nalds, Annales Fecles v, xvii.
“dede Constance, passim. Ray- po 4505, ad fin.
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lordships for themselves. The whole country
was agitated with the struggles of these civic
tyrants and ambitious condottieri. The lawless
bands of mercenaries who were employed exclu-
sively to decide their quarrels were privileged
and steeled in atrocity; and the degraded and
wretched people of Lombardy were exposed to
every variety of robbery, and torture, and pollu-
tion, to gratify the avarice and more brutal pas-
sions of the ruffian soldiery.

In the incessant contest of obscure tyrants,
which denied to the miserable population of Lom-
bardy any interval of repose, one of the old cap-
tains of Gian Galeazzo, FFacino Cane, signor of
Alessandria, appeared likely to acquire a decided
preponderance. His power extended over No-
vara, Vercelli, and Tortona; the veteran bands
which he commanded were numerous and well
appointed; and he obliged both the young princes
of Milan and Pavia by force of arms, to entrust
him with sovereign influence in their councils.
If he permitted them to live, it was only because
he had no children to whom to bequeath his
power. The duke Giovanni Maria had hitherto
reserved to himself no other share in the govern-
ment than to preside at the torture and execution
of state criminals. Of all the execrable tyrants
produced by the family of Visconti, this was the
most madly and wantonly ferocious. His infancy
and boyhood had been nugsed in atrocities ; and as
he had advanced towards manhood, he discovered
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an inherent appetite for blood, and a horrid de-
light in sporting with the extremities of human
agony. His principal diversion was to course
the victims of the Milanese tribunals with blood-
hounds; and his huntsman, who had fed these
dogs with human flesh to accustom them to this
royal chase, was his chief favoritee. When the
prisons of Milan were emptied of prey, Giovanni
Maria declared his resolution to avenge the mur-
der of his mother, in which he had himself as<
sisted; and under this plea he successively deli-
vered over Giovanni di Posterla, and many other
Ghibelin gentlemen of Milan, to be torn in pieces
by his dogs. Even the young son of Posterla
was thus inhumanly sacrificed; and when the
dogs, perhaps sated with prey, would not fasten
on the helpless boy as he knelt for mercy to the
duke, the fiend-like huntsman of that prince cut
his bowels open with his knife. The reason re-
volts from the belief of such enormities; yet they
are verified by the agreement of several contem-
porary chroniclers, and history has even preserved
the name of the huntsman, Squarcia Giramo, who
was the fitting instrument of his master’s devilish
propensities.

The citizens of Milan might justly prefer the
yoke of an ordinary tyrant, to the unrestrained
ferocity of this monster of guilt; and when Facino
Cane, after completely possessing himself of the
government, somewhatgin the capacity of regent,
was at last known to be seized with a mortal
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disease, they anticipated the moment with horror cHap.
when their duke would be freed from his control V-
to reign with redoubled ferocity. The Posterli e
and other noble families of Milan resolved not

tamely to await the renewal of his tyranny; they
waylaid him as he was proceeding to mass ; they

set upon him and succeeded in ridding the world and assassi-
of his crimes. A few hours after the assassination 1419
of the duke, Facino Cane breathed his last; and

Milan seemed abandoned to a new anarchy. The
conspirators were disposed to have placed the

ducal crown on the head of a bastard of the house

of Visconti; but Filippo Maria, the young count

of Pavia, evinced unexpected activity and address.

He secured the possession of the citadel of Pavia,
over-awed the Beccaria, and allied himself with

the partizans of Facino Cane at Milan. To gain

the adherence of the formidable bands of that

chief, who were strongly attached to the memory

of their general, he offered immediately to espouse

his widow, Beatrice Tenda, although she was

above twenty years older than himself; and the

hasty conclusion of this indecent marriage deter-

mined the fidelity of the army of Facino. By

their powerful support, Filippo Maria was firmly Fiiippo ma-
seated on the ducal throne of Milan; and, though ke of
personally unwarlike, he began from the period of

his accession gradually to restore the ascendancy

of-his house in Italy, by the same insidious policy

as-had been pursued by his father, whom he nearly
resembled in character.
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When the new duke began his reign, his domi-
nions comprehended only Milan and Pavia, and
the four inferior cities over which Facino Cane
had established his sway. But the veteran bands
of cuirassiers who had served under that con-
dottiere, and were now in the allegiance of Filippo
Maria, formed a more numerous and better disci-
plined force than the signors of Lombardy could
oppose to his designs; and he had shortly the
penetration or good fortune to discover in his
ranks, and to elevate to the supreme command of
his army, an adventurer whose splendid abilities
and daring courage completely re-established the
ascendancy of the Milanese power. This was
Francesco Carmagnola, who happcned—then a
simple cuirassier—to distinguish himself under
the eye of the duke, on the only occasion on
which Filippo Maria put himself at the head of
his army. The prince observed his gallantry and
rewarded it by promotion ; and from this begin-
ning Carmagnola rapidly rosc to be numbered
among the greatest captains of Italy. Threc
years after the accession of Iilippo Maria, the
operations of Carmagnola began to fill the petty
Lombard tyrants with alarm; in the following
campaign, he broke the strength of a league
which they had formed for their defence, and took
Lodi by escalade ; and finally, after an obstinate
struggle, he reduced numerous cities into subjec-
tion to his master. The lord of Placentia was
driven from his possessions ; the signor of Lodi
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was inveigled to Milan by the arts of the duke,
treacherously seized, and executed with his son;
one of the Beccaria shared the same fate when
taken in arms, and another was murdered in
prison ; and the ruler of Como, despairing of
successful resistance, tendered his voluntary sub-
mission.

The first use made by Filippo Maria of the for-
tune which had thus smiled upon him since his
marriage with Beatrice Tenda, was to rid himself
of his benefactress. Neither gratitude towards
the woman to whom he owed so much, nor respect
for her many amiable qualities, could prevail in
his vicious nature over his disgust of a connection,
in which there existed such a disparity of years.
He accused his duchess of an adulterous com-
merce with a young courtier; the youth was
forced by excruciating tortures to avow whatever
was desired of him; and he was even induced by
the hope of pardon to repeat his shameful confes-
sion at the foot of the scaffold. But this weak-
ness could gain him no favor, and he was led to
execution with the unhappy Beatrice, from whom
the most frightful torments had been unavailing
to extract a similar acknowledgment of guilt. In
her last moments, she sternly reproached her
fellow-sufferer with his base pusillanimity, and
dicd solemnly protesting her innocence, but de-
claring that the displeasure of Heaven had justly
overtaken her for having, by the indecent haste
of her union with her murderer, violated the re-
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spect which was due to the memory of her first
husband.

It is among the mysterious dispensations of a
wise Providence that guilt should sometimes be
permitted to triumph; and the remorseless de-
stroyer of Beatrice pursued his schemes of ambi-
tion with uninterrupted prosperity. The doge of
Genoa had joined the league of Lombard signors
against the duke of Milan, and, after his successes
over these tyrants, Carmagnola invaded the states
of that republic. Genoa was no longer under the
yoke of France, but she seemed to merit no re-
pose, and to find none but under the dominion of
a master. Her people were as usual divided
among themselves by the eternal and deadly spirit
of faction; and when Carmagnola ravaged her
territory in successive campaigns, his army was
accompanied by Genoese exiles and assisted by
treason. The distracted republic was at the
same time engaged in a war with the king of
Aragon, who had made a descent upon Corsica ;
and the alliance of this monarch with Filippo
Maria threatened the blockade of Genoa by land
and sea. Thus torn by civil war, and assailed by
foreign enemies, the doge himself could discover
no cessation for the miseries of the state bu#
under the protection of the duke of Milan. He
abdicated his power, and under the same condi-
tions, by which the republic had submitted twenty
years before to the king of France, consigned the
signiory of Genoa to Filippo Maria. While this
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acquisition increased the influence and power of
the duke of Milan, the few signors who had risen
on the death of Gian Galeazzo in the eastern parts
of Lombardy, and had hitherto escaped subjuga-
tion to Filippo Maria, were easily overthrown by
Carmagnola. Besides the chieftains of other petty
lordships, Pandolfo Malatesta, signor of Brescia,
and Gabrino Fondolo, tyrant of Cremona, * were
stripped of their possessions. The former was
obliged to seek a shelter with his brother at
Rimini, the latter was reduced to exchange the
lordship of Cremona for a single castle. The
marquis of Este was compelled to purchase peace
by the cession of Parma; and Francesco Gonzaga,
lord of Mantua, was only protected from spoliation

by the interference of Venice.

* This ferocious tyrant, ori-
ginally a soldier of fortune,
and afterwards favorite of Ugo-
lino Cavalcabo, signor of Cre-
mona, had acquired possession
of that city by the massacre of
his benefactor, and of all the
leading citizens, seventy in
number, during a banquet to
which he had invited them.
Just before the council of Con-
stance, John XXIII. and the
emperor Sigismund met in one
of their conferences at Cre-
mona, and together ascended
its tower of tremendous height,
attended by Fondolo, to enjoy
the beautiful prospect, over
which the eye ranges from
thence, of one half of Lom-
bardy and the majestic course

That republic,

of the Po. Fondolo had at
one moment the design of pre-
cipitating his guests from these
battlements to occasion an un-
expected revolution in Chris-
tendom, by which he might
somehow profit. Eleven years
later, and shortly after his ab-
dication of the signiory of
Cremona, as related in the
text, he was seized by order of
Filippo Maria and beheaded at
Milan. When exhorted on the
scaffold to confess and repent
—“ I repent,” replied he, * of
nothing but this—that when I
had the emperor and pope at
the top of my great tower at
Cremona, I did not hurl them
together over the parapet.”
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now engaged in extending her dominion over the
province of Friuli, had hitherto resisted all the
entreaties of her Lombard allies for aid against
the formidable power, which even threatened her
own continental possessions. But though she had
ungratefully abandoned Pandolfo Malatesta, her
faithful adherent, who had often commanded her
armies, the Mantuan territory was too important a
barrier for her provinces, for her to suffer it to be
occupied by the duke; and by an amicable treaty
which she negociated with Filippo Maria, she ex-
acted from that prince a guarantece for the states
of Gonzaga.

The power of the house of Visconti was now,
after twenty years of reverses, triumphantly re-
established in Lombardy; and all the usurpers
who had dismembered the principality of Gian
Galeazzo, and inflicted so many fresh calamities
upon that beautiful country, had been successively
hurled from their power. The last enterprise by
which Carmagnola crowned the greatness of Fi-
lippo Maria, brought his troops into contact with
a more formidable enemy than any which they
had hitherto encountered- —-the hardy republicans
of the Swiss cantons. The family of Rusca,
(which had governed at Como,) had some preten-
sions which they sold to the duke of Milan, over
the town of Bellinzona, at the foot of the Alps,
where the canton of Uri retained a garrison to
guard the passes into their territory. The place
was surprized by the Milanese troops; who also
seized upon Domo Dossola, and advancing to



HISTORY OF ITALY.

mount St. Gothard occupied all the Levantine
valley. At another juncture these aggressions
would have rouzed all Switzerland to arms. But
the cantons were at this epoch unfortunately agi-
tated by domestic jealousies; their contingents
were reluctantly afforded to assist the people of
Uri in resenting the injury which they had sus-
tained ; and the part only of their force which
descended from St. Gothard, consisted but of
three thousand infantry armed with pikes. Yet
this small army advanced, without knowing or
regarding the strength of their enemies, to offer
battle, in the field of Arbedo near Bellinzona, to
above double their numbers of the veteran cuiras-
siers of Italy. The Milanese gens-d’armerie com-
menced the encounter with a furious charge; but
their shock was broken against an impenetrable
phalanx of pikemen. Four hundred of the Italians
were already slain or dismounted, and still the
Swiss remained immoveable. Carmagnola then
ordered his men-at-arms to quit their horses and
charge on foot; and the combat was renewed with
obstinate carnage between this invulnerable in-
fantry of cuirassiers and the brave mountaineers.
The impervious armour and overwhelming num-
bers of the Milanese now turned the tide of
victory ; but Carmagnola, enraged at the slaugh-
ter which had been inflicted on his bands, refused
the demand of the republicans for quarter; and
the struggle continued with desperation, until the
sudden attack of his rear-guard, by a foraging de-

tachment of Swiss, induceéd Carmagnola to draw
VOL. II. r
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oft his troops, in the supposition that the rest of
their army had descended from the mountains.
Of the Swiss four hundred men had fallen; of the
Italians above three times that number; and their
consternation at finding with what an enemy they
had to do, was even greater than at the mere
amount of theirloss. But the Swiss were plunged
in dissensions; they abandoned the contest and
suffered many years to elapse before they thought
of revenge ; and Carmagnola retained possession
of the Levantine valley. Thus was the power of
Filippo Maria asserted, from the Ligurian sea to
the summit of mount St. Gothard, and from the
frontiers of Piedmont to the confines of the eccle-
siastical states :—a larger extent of dominion than
had fallen to the obedience of any Italian prince,
since the ruin of the ancient kingdom of the Lom-
bards. *

Muratori, Annali A.D. nicle of Andrea Billius in the

1404—1422, passim. Sismon-
di, parts of cc. 61, 63. DBut I
have compared their versions
and ascertained their agree-
ment with the Milanese chro-

19th volume of Script. Rer.
Ital.,, and with the life of Fi-
lippo Maria by P. Candidus
Decembrius, in the 20th vo-
lume of the same collection.
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Waex Filippo Maria, duke of Milan, had re-esta-
blished the grandeur of his house, while he in-
herited the inordinate and perfidious ambition of
his father, Florence could scarcely hope for the
longer continuance of peace. Since the death of
Ladislaus, king of Naples, that republic, leaving
Lombardy to its own distractions, had enjoyed
necarly ten years of uninterrupted repose and feli-
city. Under the able and vigorous sway of the
Guelf oligarchy, at the head of which the Albizzi
indirectly governed in her councils, her states had
been protected from all assault or insult. While
the rest of Italy was scathed with fire and sword,
agriculture flourished in her well-peopled vales;
the foreign commerce and wealth of her merchants
increased with prodigious activity; and both in
the capital itself and in her rural territories, the
hest evidence of national prosperity was exhibited
in a contented and happy population. The rapid
aggrandizement of the Milanese power, and the
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faithless enterprises of Filippo Maria, threatened
the first invasion of this tranquil condition; and
the Florentines are justly chargeable with want
of foresight in suffering that prince, at a time
when their strenuous opposition might easily
have repressed the growth of his dangerous
strength, to renew in his person the alarming as-
cendancy which his father had acquired over the
independence of Italy. The chiefs of the Guelf
party, indeed, seem to merit exemption from the
reproach of this blindness ; for they endeavoured
in 1419 to persuade their republic to afford assist-
ance to Genoa in her struggle against the duke of
Milan, and to reject the pacificovertures of Filippo
Maria. But the pcople were not anxious for
war; they accused the Guelf aristocracy of rest-
less ambition; and they obliged their rulers to
conclude a formal peace with the duke, with
whom their state had continued nominally at war,
ever since the death of his father. By this treaty
the Florentines and the duke bound themselves
respectively, the former to abstain from interfer-
ence in the affairs of Lombardy, the other in those
of Romagna and Tuscany.

This condition was but imperfectly observed
by the duke of Milan from the first moment of its
enactment ; and he had no sooner firmly planted
his throne over Lombardy, than he openly evinced
his contempt for his engagement by interfering
in the concerns of Bologna. That city, after as-
serting her freedom during the distractions of the
schism, had then passed under the absolute sway
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of Antonio Galeazzo Bentivoglio, the son of her
first tyrant of that name whom she had over-
thrown: and she had, lastly, been delivered from
the yoke of Antonio, to fall under the papal go-
vernment. The legate, who commanded in Bologna
for the pope, solicited the aid of the duke of Milan
in expelling the Bentivogli from their rural fiefs
in Romagna; and Filippo Maria not only sent his
troops for the purpose into the province, but at
the same time, in concert with a Ghibelin party
at Forli, seized and garrisoned that lordship.
These aggressions were in themselves declarations
of war; and the Florentines immediately com-
menced reprisals.  But they began the hostilities
which were thus kindled in Romagna under dis-
couraging and adverse circumstances. The cele-
brated condottiere, Braccio di Montone, who had
formed a principality for himself about Perugia,
and was bound by subsidies to serve the Floren-
tines at need with his bands, just at this epoch
lost his acquisitions and his life, in a battle against
an army which the pope and the sovereigns of
Milan and Naples directed against him. The
Florentines had fully relied upon him for a gene-
ral and an army; but the ten of war were now
compelled to take various other captains with
their bands into pay, and to engage Carlo Mala-
testa, signor of Riminj, in the supreme command
of their forces. But the troops of Milan were
everywhere successful : in the first campaign,
they surprised the lord of Imola, the ally of Flo-
rence, in his city, and afterwards completely
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routed the Florentine army and made Malatesta
himself prisoner, near the castle of Zagonara;
and, in the second year, they inflicted on the re-
public four consecutive defeats, each of which
dispersed an army. To this train of disasters the
Florentines opposed that passive but obstinate
and elastic courage, which was the enduring virtue
of their state. Calmly collecting the wrecks of
their mercenary bands, they for the seventh time
equipped a new army ; and, themselves remaining
on the defensive, set in motion every art of nego-
ciation to induce the emperor, the pope, and the
Venetians, all of whom were interested in main-
taining the equilibrium of Italy, to declare against
the duke of Milan. But Sigismund had abundant
occupation in Germany; and Martin V. bore a
deadly hatred to Florence, for some petty ridicule
which he had received from her populace, during
his residence in the city soon after his elevation
to the tiara. It was in the community of inte-
rests or ambition between the Venetians and
themselves, that the Florentines found the alli-
ance which they sought.

Since the commencement of the fifteenth cen-
tury, the policy of the Venetian republic had
taken a new direction. The recovery of the Tre-
visan March by the Milanese alliance, in her war
against the lord of Padua in 1339, had restored to
her the small Italian province which she had lost
in the war of Chiozza; but it was not until the
tempting occasion which was afforded by the
offers of the Milanesc regency after the death of
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Gian Galeazzo, that her senate began to indulge
in schemes of continental dominion. By the ruin
of the houses of Scala and Carrara, the republic
came into the possession of a very considerable
territory ; and from this period a passion for ex-
tending her states by new conquests, and for
mingling in the wars of Italy, began to prevail in
her counsels over the ancient policy of the senate:
—neutrality in the peninsula, and the pursuit of
commercial wealth and aggrandizement in the
east. During the minority of the Milanese
princes, indeed, her rulers made no attempt to
advance her frontier farther into Lombardy ; for
their attention was occupied for several years
with a dangerous war against the emperor Sigis-
mund, which was produced by their purchase ot
the Dalmatian cities from Ladislaus of Naples.
The republic had with difficulty maintained her
Italian provinces against the assaults of the cm-
peror, until his eagerness to pacify the church
produced a truce. After this accommodation, a
sanguinary war, in which Sigismund became en-
gaged with the Bohemian reformers, not only re-
lieved Venice from farther apprehension of his
attacks, but enabled her to subjugate the country
of Friuli and part of Istria. These provinces had
for many centuries acknowledged the temporal
sovereignty of the patriarchs of Aquileia; but the
reigning prelate paid for his alliance with Sigis-
mund by the loss of his states. The people of
Udine, his capital, abandoned him to surrender to
Venice; and the republic, by the acquisition of
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Yet the possession of these states on the main 1 doubtful
land of Italy proved a very questionable advan-

tage to Venice.

Since the war of Chiozza, she

had recovered, by her purchase from Ladislaus,
Zara and other cities on the Dalmatian coast
which formerly belonged to her; her maritime
colonies in Albania and the Morea had been suc-
cessfully extended ; and her commerce was im-

mense, *

* Therc are some detailed
statements in Sanuto (Vite de¢’
Duchi di Venezia,—end of the
life of Tomaso Mocenigo) re-
lative to the commercial wealth
and power of Venice at this
epoch, which, as the historian
lived within half a century af-
terwards, seem well worthy of
credit. These accounts are
embodied in three curious dis-
courses, by which the doge
Tomaso Mocenigo is made to
dissuade the senate from war ;
and indeed Sanuto tells us ex-
pressly, that he has done no
more than to copy from a ma-
nuscript left by Mocenigo him-
self. I cannot measure the
patience of the counsellors of
St. Mark's, but I am sure that
such intcrminable specches as
these of the doge would fill St.
Stephen’s with slumbering se-
nators. 'I'he second of them

But after she had acquired a large

begins with the creation of
Adam, and travels through all
history, ancient and modern,
sacred and profane. Never-
theless, we may glean from
Mocenigo several very interest-
ing points of information on the
state of his republic. So im-
mense was her commerce that,
with Lombardy alone, the an-
nual value of her interchanges
in cloths, linens, stuffs of gold,
silks, raw wool and cotton,
spices, sugar, dye-wood, &c.
was near 29,000,000 of ducats.
She drew from that great pro-
vince 1,600,000 ducats annu-
ally in coin, and her profits
in this traffic were 600,000.
Altogether she had 10,000,000
ducats out in mercantile capi-
tal, producing 4,000,000 of
profit per annum. Her mint
coined one million of ducats of
gold every year. This vast

advantage.
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territory in Italy, she neglected the cave of her
colonies and her navy, and the interests of her
foreign trade,—the true foundations of her power
—to engage in the troubled politics and wars of
the peninsula. Thus she ruinously expended her
resources, which might better have been employed
in resisting the Turkish power and upholding her
eastern dependencies; and she excited animosi-
ties against her in Europe, which werc perpetually
increasing during the whole of the fifteenth
century, until they exploded in the league of
Cambray.

When the ambassadors of Florence laboured to
unite the Venetian senate in a league with their
republic to chastise the ambition and perfidy of
Filippo Maria, there were still not wanting in
that grave assembly many cautious politicians,
and among them the doge Tomaso Mocenigo, to
inculcate an adherence to the ancient principles
of their state and the maintenance of neutrality.
These pacific counsellors at first succeeded in
disypading the senate from hostilities ; but shortly
afterwards, on the death of Mocenigo, Francesco

commerce was carricd on by
above three thousand merchant
vessels, and guarded by forty-
five gallies, besides numerous
smaller vessels of war; and
the power and trade of Venice
were together supported by
36,000 sailors. Yet, notwith-
standing these great resources,
the republic was left in less
than fen years — sn ruinous

were the charges of her Milan-
cse wars—with a debt of above
4,000,000 ducats of gold.

[ should observe that the
current ducat was worth about
3s. 6d. and the ducat of gold
above 14 shillings, at a time
when the value of money was
still from five to scven times
areater than at present.
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Foscari was placed in his chair; and the warlike
temper of the new doge realized the dying warn-
ing of his predecessor, that his election would
bring a contest upon the republic. The Flo-
rentines renewed their propositions; and they
were now powerfully seconded by the man, who
had been most instrumental in elevating the pride
of their enemy. Francesco Carmagnola had per-
formed too important services for Filippo Maria,
to escape the suspicion of so jealous a tyrant.
The duke dreaded his popularity with the soldiery,
his extraordinary talents, and the influence of the
wealth and station which he had himself bestowed
upon him. He gradually withdrew all confidence
from him, he successively deprived him of his
commands, he denied him admission to his pre-
sence; and Carmagnola at length indignantly
quitted the Milanese dominions, breathing venge-
ance against his ungrateful master. He first re-
paired to the duke of Savoy, and revealing to that
prince the projects which Filippo Maria had
formed for the conquest of his possessions, exeited
him to arm for his defence. He then traversing
Switzerland, to avoid the direct route through
the Milanese states, arrived at Venice, and imme-
diately applied himself to instigate the republic
to attack Filippo Maria. The picture which he
drew before the senate of the treacherous and
restless character of the duke, of his secret machi-
nations and dangerous schemes of aggrandize-
ment, determined the wavering counsels of the
senate. A lcague was formed between Florence
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and Venice, by which the two republics bound
themselves to maintain at their equal charge
16,000 cuirassiers and 8,000 infantry, and Flo-
rence resigned to her ally whatever conquests
should be effected in Lombardy. The duke of
Savoy, the people of Sienna, the marquis of Este,
and the lord of Mantua, successively joined the
formidable confederacy; and the allies solemnly
declared war against the duke of Milan.

The operations which followed are interesting
only in their results. Carmagnola gratified his
revenge by leading the numerous mercenaries of
Venice against his former master; victory still
attended him; and notwithstanding the opposi-
tion of a large Milanese army, under some of:the
ablest condottieri of the times, he reduced the
city of Brescia with its territory in a single cam-
paign. Filippo Maria was seized with a panic at
these sudden reverses; and accepting the media-
tion of the pope, he concluded a peace with his
enemies before the close of the year, by which he
yielded the conquests of Carmagnola to the Vene-
tians. But he had scarcely signed the treaty
when he repented of its terms; his subjects felt
the honor of their state put to shame by his con-
cessions; and he was rouzed by their discontent
to resume the struggle in the following year.
Still no better success attended his arms; and
Carmagnola advanced to form the siege of Cre-
mona. Around this place—so much had the nu-
merical force of the mercenary armies employed
in these Italian wars now increased - ncarly
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seventy thousand combatants were assembled, of
whom one half were cavalry ; and Filippo Maria
for once thought it necessary to encourage his
troops by his transient presence. No decisive
engagement however occurred at the moment ;
but, before the end of the campaign, Carmagnola
inflicted so complete a route upon the Milanese
army, near the village of Macalo upon the Oglio,
that 8,000 cuirassiers were made prisoners. This
encounter was characterized by some circumstan-
ces peculiar to the times. Carmagnola had skil-
fully posted his army behind a morass, the surface
of which, from the dryness of the season, was capa-
ble of bearing the weight of infantry. He irrita-
ted the enemy to attack him by capturing Macalo
before their cyes ; but their heavy cavalry had no
sooner charged along the causeway intersecting
the marshy ground, thich he purposely left un-
guarded, than his infantry assailed them with
missiles on both flanks. In attempting to repulse
them the Milanese cuirassiers sank into the morass;
their column was crowded on the narrow passage
and thrown into confusion; and the infantry of
Carmagnola, then venturing among them on the
causeway, and stabbing their horses, made pri-
soners of the dismounted cuirassiers as they lay
helpless under the enormous weight of their own
impervious armour. We are assured that not a
single human life was lost in this encounter ; and
when the Venetian commissaries on the following
morning claimed the numerous prisoners, only a
few hundreds were produced. 'The mercenaries,
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though ranged under opposite standards, always
regarded each other rather as comrades than
enemies ; the conquerors had released almost all
their disarmed captives during the night; and
Carmagnola himself gave liberty to the remainder.

After this victory, which Carmagnola was ac-
cused by the Venetians of neglecting to improve,
all parties except Venice became weary of the
burthens of the war; and in the following year
that republic unwillingly consented to a peace,
by which she obtained the cession of Bergamo
and part of the country to the banks of the Adda,
in addition to her former conquests ; none of her
allies obtained any material advantage. The short
interval of repose which this pacification afforded
to Italy, was broken by the vengeance of Florence
for some assistance which the signor of Lucca
had given to the duke of Milan. Notwithstand-
ing the state of exhaustion to which the late con-
tests had reduced the resources of the republic,
the war against Paolo Guinigi was unanimously
resolved upon in her councils, and carried to the
gates of Lucca. Guinigi, losing the hope of pre-
serving his power against the assaults of the Flo-
rentines, had already entered into a treaty to sell
his signiory to them, when the discovery of his
negociation drove his subjects to a successful re-
volt. Lucca once more revived as a republic;
but Florence refused to grant peace to the state
whose tyrant alone she had professed to attack;
and a defeat which her army sustained failed in
reducing her to moderation. On the contrary
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she excited the ambition of the Venetians to a
third war against the duke of Milan, who had in-
directly assisted the Lucchese; and that republic,
in the hope of adding Cremona to her acquisitions,
accepted the proposals of Florence. But in this
new contest, the fortune of Carmagnola appeared
te have deserted him. He was surprised and de-
feated ; and a fleet of Venetian gallies having as-
cended the Po to co-operate with him, was soon
after attacked and destroyed in his presence by
an armament, which Filippo Maria equipped in the
same river and manned with Genoese sailors.
The subsequent inactivity to which Carmagnola
was reduced by a contagious disorder among his
horses, increased the depression of the Venetians;
and strengthened the suspicions which they had
begun to entertain of the fidelity of their great
general, ever since his release of his prisoners
after the battle of Macalo. The council of ten
had for some time determined on his destruction.
He was invited to Venice to confer with the
senate on the restoration of peace, and welcomed,
both on his route and when he arrived at the
capital, with studied and flattering honors. He
was introduced into the ducal palace; but his
suite were advised to retire as he would be de-
tained in long conference with the doge and the
assembled scnate, and it was already late in the
day. As soon as the palace was cleared of his
attendants, the gates were closed; he was then
told that the doge was indisposed and could not
see him until the next morning ; and as he crossed
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CHAP. the palace court to withdraw, he was suddenly
VI seized. A door which led to his destined prison
w~~ Was opened, and he had only time to exclaim that
he was lost, when he was hurled down into his
dungeon. A few days afterwards he was put to
the torture; and during his sufferings, which
were aggravated by a wound received in the ser-
vice of this detestable oligarchy, a confession of
guilt is said to have been extorted from him. No
proof, however, was ever adduced against him ;
Cecutionof and he was conveyed to public execution with a
1432 gag over his mouth, as if his murderers could
thus stifle the reproach of their enormous ingra-
titude. He was beheaded between the two pillars

which stand before the place of St. Mark.
After the crucl fate of this illustrious captain,
the genecral war languished during another year,
when by the common exhaustion of all parties a
Third peace new peace was at length concluded at Ferrara.
1433 Lucca remained free; the conquests made since
the last pacification werc mutually restored; and
Filippo Maria conceded to the I'lorentines the
renunciation of his alliances in Tuscany and Ro-
Splendidac- Magna. Venice alone retained the acquisitions
Vemee " for which she had been indebted to the valour
and ability of Carmagnola. She was now mistress
of nine contiguous and valuable provinces in
northern Italy: the Dagado—her onginal terri-
tory, a narrow slip of country which skirted the
lagunes—the March of Treviso, and the districts
of Friuli, Padua, Rovigo, Vicenza, Verona, Ber-

gamo, and Brescia. These territories stretched
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across Lombardy to the river Adda, beyond which
it was fated that the possessions of Venice should,
from this period, receive no farther extension. *
Before we pursue the course of events further
in northern Italy, I must carry the reader back a
few years to revert to the history of the southern
parts of the peninsula. On the death of Ladis-
laus, king of Naples, his sister Joanna, as he left
no children, had ascended the throne of his king-
dom. This princess who, since the death of her
husband, a son of the duke of Austria, had re-
turned to Naples, and who at the period of her
accession to the crown had already reached her
forty-fifth year, was devoid of all mental energy
and talent, and the slave of sensual appetites, +
which seemed to strengthen in intensity as her
advancing age incrcased the shame of indulgence.
Throughout her reign she was surrounded by un-
worthy favorites, in the choice of whom she was
determined solely by their personal attractions.
Her first minion was Pandolfello Alopo, a young
man of five and twenty, of low birth, and with
the solitary recommendation of a handsome per-

* Poggio Bracciolini, Ist. laus had been but one course
Fiorent. b. v. p. 320. ad fin. and  of abandoned debauchery, and
vi.ad p. 374. Marin Sanuto, the vices of Joanna emulated
Vite de’ Duchi di Venezia (To-  its infamy.—Thus as Giannone
maso Mocenigo and Francesco observes, Charles III., the
Foscari) pp. 976—1029. in founder of the royal line of
Seript. Rer. Ital. v. xxii. Daru, Durazzo, and his queen Mar-
Hist. de Venise, v. ii. pp. 243  garct, gave to the world two
—407. Sismondi, part of c. monsters of shameless lascivi-
64, and c. 65. ousness.

t The private life of Ladis-
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son. The queen lavished honors and power on
him ; she created him a count and her chamber-
lain; but his influence could not prevent her
from forming a matrimonial alliance which was
importunately pressed upon her by the people,
and which she herself felt necessary to the sup-
port of her throne. Notwithstanding her noto-
rious dissoluteness, several princes eagerly sought
her hand, and she selected from among them
James of Bourbon, count of La Marche, with the
condition that he should not aspire to the royal
dignity. But James was designing and severe;
and he had no sooner entered the Neapolitan do-
minions than by the support of the nobility, who
detested the upstart favorite of Joanna, he as-
sumed the title of king. He was resolved to reign
in effect and to reform the licentious court of the
queen; and after celebrating his marriage with
her, he immediately caused her minion to be
arrested, tortured, and put to a cruel and igno-
minious death. The confession of the queen’s
weakness, which was extorted from Pandolfello,
was made by James of Bourbon the pretext for
subjecting her to a rigid state of durance within
her palace; and he scized all the powers of state,
and confided them wholly to his French followers.

This severity and preference of foreigners pro-
duced their ordinary effects upon the capricious
and passionate Neapolitans. The exclusive au-
thority usurped by the French had become gene-
rally odious, when the people were strongly ex-
cited to indignation and pity by the dejected and
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husband to be present at an entertainment given o

to her by a Florentine merchant. The nobles
immediately invited the populace to seize the op-
portunity of delivering their sovereign; the call
to arms was eagerly obeyed; and Joanna was
rescued from her guards, and conveyed in triumph
to one of the royal palaces. Her husband at-
tempted to take refuge in one of the fortresses of
the capital, but he was compelled to submit to
the queen; and, after this revolution, Joanna re-
tained him a prisoner for three years, before she
was induced by the solicitations of the pope to
release him. But the count De La Marche still
found himself kept in dependance in her palace ;
“he seized the first occasion of escaping from the
capital, and after vainly endeavouring to excite
an insurrection in the provinces, he returned to
France, and buried his disgust of the world in a
Iranciscan convent.

Meanwhile Joanna, who could never preserve
her freedom from the ascendancy of some favorite,
had made the first use of her recovered power to
elevate a new minion, Ser Gianni Caraccioli, to
the control over her affections which Alopo had
formerly enjoyed. Caraccioli however, besides
the qualities which rendered him the favored
lover of Joanna, had more prudence than his pre-
decessor, and contrived to gain the good will of
the nobles and people, while he governed in the
palace of the queen with despotic sway. The
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only person who asplred to rival him in authority
over the nation, and in the favor of the queen,
was the famous condottiere Sforza Attendolo, who
had continued in the service of Ladislaus until
the death of that monarch, and had been created
by him great constable. First treacherously im-
prisoned by Alopo, and then released by him on
the approach of the count De La Marche to con-
federate against that prince, Sforza had been
thrown into chains by James of Bourbon, and -
narrowly escaped the fate of his associate. The
revolution which restored Joanna to power had
liberated Sforza also, and re-established him in
his dignity of great constable; and from this
period the possession of sovereign influence in the
state was disputed between this ambitious captain
and Caraccioli. The desire of the feeble queen
to rid her favorite of the troublesome opposition
of Sforza, gave a new character to the affairs of
her kingdom, and connected them in some mea-
sure with those of the pontificate.

I have already observed in another place that
the celebrated leader, Braccio di Montone, formed
a principality for himself about Perugia. It was
amidst the distractions of the papal dominions
during the council of Constance, and on the fall
of the Neapolitan power immediately after the
death of Ladislaus, that this extraordinary man
commenced his career of greatness. Himself a
noble exile of Perugia, he succeeded, attended by
the rest of his banished order, and at the head of
veteran bands of adventurers who were devoted
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to his service, in subjugating his native city after
an obstinate resistance. But when Le had thus
violently established his dominion over Perugia,
he at once gained the affections of his subjects by
all the qualities of a good sovereign, and attached
the people, who passed for the bravest in Italy,
to his personal glory by the martial splendour
with which he invested their little state. After
otherwise extending his possessions, he at last
marched against Rome. On the death of Ladis-
laus, the ecclesiastical capital had revolted in the
name of the pope; but the council of Constance
left her almost without a legitimate object of
obedience, and Braccio easily took possession of
her government with the title of defender of
Rome. But he had provoked the hatred of a
powerful rival by attacking, during the captivity
of Sforza, some fiefs in the patrimony of St. Peter,
which Ladislaus had bestowed upon that general;
and Sforza, enraged at this ungenerous conduct
from one who had been his ancient companion in
arms, eagerly fell into the views of Joanna for his
removal from Naples, by leading his own bands,
and the forces of the kingdom at her command,
against Braccio. He obliged that chieftain by
his superior numbers to evacuate Rome; he
obeyed the orders of the queen by placing the
legate of Martin V. in possession both of that
capital, and of the conquests of Ladislaus in the
ecclesiastical states; and he passed, by her de-
sire, into the papal service with the army he
commanded. In return for thesc good offices of
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Joanna, the pope sent two cardinals to Naples to
perform, in his name, the ceremony of her coro-
nation; and the queen had besides gained her
object in delivering her favorite and herself from
the presence of Sforza. That general was now
appointed gonfalonier of the church, and prepared
to pursue his revenge on Braccio di Montone.
He led his troops against his rival to strip him of
his principality ; but he had to do with a superior
genius in the military art. Braccio drew him
among the defiles of Romagna, and so completely
defeated him that Sforza, after the capture of
about two thousand of his cuirassiers, with
difficulty effected his escape to the gates of
Viterbo. ,

The quarrel of Sforza Attendolo and Braccio
di Montone had one remarkable consequence.
Both these great captains had been educated to
arms in the company of St. George, under Alberic
di Barbiano; and in their youth, they had been
sincerely united in the bonds of friendship. But
ambition had now severed them; and so great,
an. so nearly equal was their military character,
that the veterans of the school of St. George
ranged themselves into opposite factions under
their respective banners. This martial rivalry
was continued long after the death of the great
leaders in whose struggle of fame and ambition it
had commenced ; it was maintained by the dis-
tinguished captains who were formed in their
service; and, for above twenty years, the bands,
which they had originally created, were almost
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always arrayed on opposite sides in the wars of
the peninsula. Sforza was bred a simple peasant
in the village of Cotignola;* and though he was
invested with considerable fiefs, and with the dig-
nity of great constable in the Neapolitan states,
he scarcely rose, to the period of his death, above
the doubtful condition of an adventurer. In no-
bility of birth, in the splendour of his fortunes,
and perhaps even in the qualities of command,
the personal reputation of Braccio was on the
whole superior to that of Sforza; but the great-
ness of the Perugian signor expired with himself,
and the peasant of Cotignola was the ancestor of
a ducal dynasty.

On the defeat which Sforza had sustained in
his expedition against Braccio, Martin V. applied
to the queen of Naples for the means of remount-
ing the army of her great constable. But Carac-
cioli, who had learnt with joy the discomfiture of
Sforza, prevented his mistress from complying
with the demand of the pope; and Martin, irrita-
ted at her refusal, and disappointed of some hopes

* Sforza was, in his youth,
atlabour near his native village,
when some of the soldiers of
Alberic di Barbiano, whd were
passing, invited him to enrol
himself in the company of St.
George. He threw his axe up
into an oak which grew near
the spot, declaring that, if it
fell again to the ground, he
would remain a peasant for life ;
but that, if it hung in the

branches, he would receive the
circumstance as an omen of
futurc grandeur. The axe re-
mained in the tree, Sforza be-
came a soldier, and his ¢cand-
son, the duke of Milan, said to
Paolo Giovio—** All the great-
ness with which you see me
surrounded, I owe to the bough
of the oak which caught the
axc of my ancestor.”
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which he had entertained that she would adopt
his nephew for her heir, shared the indignation
of Sforza against the favorite and herself. Their
common vengeance prepared a long train of evils
for the kingdom of Naples. The nobility of that
country were weary of the influence of Caraccioli ;
Joanna at an advanced age remained without
heirs ; and circumstances conspired in favoring
the dormant pretensions of the house of Anjou to
the Neapolitan crown. Secretly encouraging
Louis III., the grandson of the adopted heir of
the first Joanna, to assert his right of succession
to her dominions, the pope reconciled himself
with Braccio of Montone ; and Sforza, his forces
recruited by the subsidies of the Angevin prince,
led his army into the Neapolitan states. When
he approached the capital, he sent his baton of
command to Joanna, in token of the renunciation
of his allegiance; and Louis of Anjou, arriving
shortly afterwards from Provence, and disembark-
ing his followers near Naples, joined him at Aversa,
and straitened the queen in her residence.

In the critical situation in which Joanna was
placed by this invasion, there appeared to herself,
or her favorite, no other means of defence than
by rendering the reversion of her kingdom the
price of foreign assistance. Alfonso, king of
Aragon and Sicily, was at this cpoch engaged in
attempting the conquest of the island of Corsica
from the Genoese ; and he was easily tempted to
abandon this enterprise by the hope of adding
the inheritance of Naples to his possessions, and
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thus terminating the long separation of the two
‘Sicilies. I have formerly observed that the island
of Sicily was, at the close of the fourteenth cen-
tury, possessed by Martin, son of the king of
Aragon, who had married its queen Maria. This
union produced no offspring ; and on the death of
Martin (who had survived his wife) in 1409, his fa-
ther was suffered to unite Sicily to his crown. Al-
fonso, by collateral descent, had succeeded to the
Aragonese dominions in 1416; and this prince, who
was endowed with many brilliant qualities, was
now adopted by Joanna as her heir, and shortly
dispatched an armament to her aid. His fleet
compelled the inferior squadron of Anjou to re-
tire; Louis and Sforza, who were besieging
Naples, could not prevent the debarkation of the
Aragonese forces ; and the fortresses of the capi-
tal were consigned to their charge. The war
which was thus kindled by the rival pretensions
of Aragon and Anjou, was animated in the suc-
ceeding year by the presence cf Alfonso, and by
the entrance into the kingdom of Braccio di Mon-
tone, who, attended by his followers, was taken
into the service of Joanna with the title of great
constable and prince of Capua. The contest
plunged the state in frightful anarchy, for the
nobility, as usual, ranged themselves on opposite
sides; but no action of importance was fought.
Louis of Anjou was himself without funds to sup-
port the army of Sforza, and withdrew to Rome ;
the pope was weary of contributing to his neces-
sities ; and the cause of Alfonso appeared to have
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gained a decided ascendancy, when a new intrigue
in the palace of Joanna, suddenly gave a total
change to the posture of affairs.

It appears uncertain whether Alfonso, after de-
livering Joanna from her enemies, and being pub-
licly recognized as her destined successor, really
meditated the anticipation of this inheritance, or
was merely unable to brook the insolence of
Caraccioli, and resolved to render himself inde-
pendent of him. But his increasing power, and
the occupation of the fortresses of the kingdom by
his troops, excited the suspicion and fear of the
favorite, who dreaded to receive from his hands
the same summary treatment which his predeces-
sor in the queen’s affections had experienced from
the count De La Marche. He instilled his own
apprehensions and jealousy of Alfonso into Joanna;
her distrust of her adopted son, which was per-
ceived and returned, daily increased; and she
began secretly to negociate with the Angevin
prince who pretended to her crown. By the in-
tervention of the pope, Louis resigned the pos-
session of the places which he held in her king-
dom, and Sforza was once more received into the
service of the queen. The restoration of this
great captain to her favor was attended with a
trait of generosity foreign to the perfidious spirit
of the age. When Louis of Anjou retired to
Rome, Sforza, reduced to the extremity of poverty
and distress, suddenly trusted himself, with a few
unarmed cavaliers, in the camp of Braccio, and
frankly solicited his rival to aid him by his advice
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and credit with the queen in re-establishing his cHAp.

fortunes. Braccio was worthy of this reliance on
his faith; and the short lived reconciliation of
the two captains was followed by perfect confi-
dence between them. They discussed their respec-
tive conduct of past campaigns against each other,
as if they had only been engaged in an amicable
contest of skill; and it yvas through the good offices
of Braccio, who wished to return to his own prin-
cipality, that Sforza was re-established in the
favor of Joanna.* He was not now the less
agreeable to the queen and her lover that he
favored the Angevin interest. The mutual ani-
mosity between Joanna and Alfonso had already
attained such a height that they fortified them-
selves in different palaces in the capital, and at
length an open rupture ensued. Alfonso seized
the person of Caraccioli, notwithstanding a safe
conduct by which he had induced him to repair
to his palace; be besieged Joanna herself in her
fortress ; and the queen was compelled to summon
Sforza, whose troops were quartered in Campania,

to her deliverance.

* A contemporary chroni-
nicler, Bonincontri di San Mi-
niato p. 127. (Scrip. Rer. Ital.
v. xxi.) has recorded a sarcas-
tic sally of Joanna on this oc-
casion, which belongs to a live-
lier tone of intellect than that
for which her memory has
credit—When Sforza was in-
troduced to her to renew his
allegiance as great constable,

He immediately marched at

her ministers hesitated on the
proper form of oath to be ad-
ministered to him. ¢ Consult
Sforza himself,” said the queen,
¢ for he has so often sworn to
me, and to my enemies, that
nobody is so well acquainted
with all the forms under which
an oath may be conveniently
taken and violated.”
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her command, and encouuntcring the Aragonese
troops who obstructed his approach, succeeded,
after an obstinate engagement, in annihilating

their force. All their captains fell into his hands,

and the queen thought the liberty of her minion
cheaply purchased in exchange for them.

The deliverance of Joanna and Caraccioli was
immediately followed by the queen’s revocation
of her adoption of Alfonso, and the substitution of
Louis III of Anjou for her heir. When Alfonso
found the Angevin faction thus united against
him with the party of the queen, by which he had
hitherto been supported, he was not long able to
maintain his ground in the kingdom; and after
vainly endeavouring to induce Braccio di Montone,
who was otherwise occupied, to arrive to his sup-
port, he yielded before the superior strength of
Sforza, and having himself quitted Naples for
Aragon, where he was summoned by the affairs of
that kingdom, his troops were shortly driven from
all the possessions which they held, except one of
the castles of the capital.

The epoch of the re-establishment of peace in
the Neapolitan dominions was marked by the
death of the two great rival condottieri. Braccio
di Montone, desiring to reduce under his autho-
rity the Abruzzos, the government of which
Joanna had bestowed upon him, had marched
into the province, and laid siege to its capital
Aquila. The people of this city had shut their
gates upon him, and resolutely defended them-
selves. Martin V., who bcheld with alarm his
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increasing power encircling and over-awing the
states of the church, had induced Joanna to re-
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tection to the besieged ; and Sforza, on the depar-
ture of Alfonso from Naples, was dispatched to
their relief. The rival chiefs were destined to
meet in combat no more. Sforza on arriving at
the mouth of the river Pescara, found a body of
the enemy posted on the opposite bank. He
crossed over with a part of his cavalry and dis-
lodged them ; the sea was rising; and he returned
to induce the remaining gens-d’armerie to try the
dangerous passage. But in attempting to save a
page who was carried down the stream, his own
horse unfortunately lost his footing, and the hero
himself sank into the current. His armour pre-
vented him from swimming; twice his hands
appeared above the waves, covered with their
iron gauntlets, and vainly clasped in supplication
for aid ; he was borne down into the ocean, and
his corpse was never recovered. It was at this
trying moment that Francesco, the celebrated son
of Sforza, in the midst of his grief for the loss of
his father, displayed all the talent and presence
of mind which distinguished him throughout his
brilliant career. Though the youngest of his
father’s captains, he adroitly succeeded in inducing
the whole of his fellow adventurers to take an
oath of fidelity to his personal fortunes; and this
object accomplished, he easily obtained from Jo-
anna the confirmation of the titles and fiefs of his
parent.
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Braccio di Montone, forgetting the long enmity
of Sforza, and the hostile expedition against him-
self in which he had lost his life, sincerely de-
plored his fate. Since his rival could no longer
encounter him, it seemed time that he should
himself quit the lists, and superstition might anti-
cipate the approach of his own course to its
close. The heroes of the fifteenth century were
the dupes of judicial astrology ; it had been fore-
told that rivers boded danger to Sforza, and that
Braccio should not long survive the death of his
opponent; and the-accomplishment of the first
prediction gave weight to the second. Yet Brac-
cio prepared to encounter the troops of Joanna,
of the pope, and of the duke of Milan, with his
accustomed courage and skill. Their immense
superiority of numbers overwhelmed him; he was
defeated, as I have formerly noticed, wounded,
and captured. His hurt was not mortal; but his
proud spirit rejected all consolation or aid; he
never spoke after he was made a prisoner, he
refused all sustenance, and in three days after his
defeat, he expired. His death immediately de-
stroyed the principality which he had formed;
but the remains of his bands rallied under Niccolo
Piccinino, the ablest of his captains, and passed
at first into the service of Florence.

After Alfonso of Aragon and Sicily renounced
the contest in southern Italy, Joanna reigned
peacefully for about ten years, nor does this long
period offer any object worthy of attention. Louis
I1I., acknowledged as her undoubted heir, was
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satisfied to reside in Calabria, which she assigned
to him as a sort of appanage, and where his mild
virtues won him the affection of the people.
Meanwhile Joanna abandoned herself and her
kingdom, without restraint, to the power of Ca-
raccioli; and, even when she had passed her six-
tieth year, she continued, from long habit, to
yield to this favorite his original ascendancy over
her mind. Caraccioli however tyrannized over
her feeble spirit, even beyond the endurance of
womanly love and doating infatuation; and he
at length drove her to seek refuge from his impe-
rious humour in the confidence of one of her own
sex. This new favorite, the duchess of Suessa,
watched the moment when the reproaches of Ca-
raccioli, at the refusal of Joanna to some unrea-
sonable demand, had left her in tears. By her
arts she inflamed the weakness of the imbecile old
queen to anger against Caraccioli, awakened her
apprehensions of his designs, and induced her to
permit his arrest. His enemies assassinated him,
and obtained an amnesty from the queen, under
pretence that he had fallen in resisting the royal
order. This tragedy in the palace of Joanna, at
first revived the hopes of Alfonso of Aragon, with
whom indeed Caraccioli himself had lately begun
to resume the negociations of former years. The
king now actively pushed his interest with the
duchess of Suessa, and by her aid, had even ob-
tained from Joanna a secret revocation of her
adoption of Louis of Anjou; when he marred his
plans by securing the interest of the husband of
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the duchess, who was detested by his wife. No
further steps were taken in favor of Alfonso;
and Joanna, on the sudden death of the duke of
Anjou without children, even adopted his brother
Regnier. This was her last act, for she died her-
self shortly after Louis in her sixty-fifth year,
utterly worn out in mind and body, rather by the
effects of a life of debauchery than by the usual
advance of old age. *

Since the defeat of the Ciompi, and the final
establishment in 1382 of the Guelf oligarchy,
under the direction of the house of Albizzi, in
sovereign influence over the government of the
state, I have scarcely had occasion for notice of
the domestic affairs of Florence. But the epoch
before us produced a memorable revolution in the
republic, which was destined to affect the whole
course of her subsequent fortunes. Tor nearly
half a century, the triumphant party had swayed
her councils with remarkable success abroad, and
with few and unimportant interruptions to tran-
quillity at home. In this period, Pisa, Arezzo,
Cortona, and other places of inferior note had
passed, either by violence, or by the silent pro-

* My authority for this ac-
count of the reign of Joanna is
principally the twenty-fourth
book of Giannone (Ist. Civ.
del Regno di Napoli). But I
bave also referred to the chro-
nicles of San Miniato, before
quoted, and to the lives of

Sforza and Braccio, by Leodri-

sius Cribellius and Johannes
Campanus in Latin, in the nine-
teenth volume of Muratori's
greatcollection. M. Sismondi's
narrative is altogether full and
correct, but scattered in per-
plexing transitions through his
cighth and ninth volumes,
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gress of dependance as subject-allies, under the
dominion of the republic; her possessions ex-
tended over the half of Tuscany; and the acqui-
sition of the maritime territory of Pisa, and espe-
cially of the port of Leghorn, gave a secure and
convenient outlet for her foreign commerce. Her
manufactures and trade had never been so flou-
rishing ; her wealth had increased so prodigiously
that her circulating money alone, if its amount
has not been exaggerated, exceeded four millions
of florins—about two millions sterling; and the
superabundance of her riches was elegantly ex-
pended in superb architectural embellishment and
in the successful cultivation of letters.

As long after the sedition of the Ciompi as the
terror endured, with which the memory of that
appalling insurrection of the dregs of the populace
had filled all the respectable citizens of Florence,
the Guelf aristocracy were strongly supported in
their proceedings against the democratical party.
Their enemies were successively banished ; the
spirit of the populace and lower citizens had been
crushed by defeat ; and the Albizzi and the great
commoners, their associates, remained the sove-
reign citizens of the state. The government of
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manner. Their names ‘did not frequently enter
into the lists of gonfaloniers and priors, for, by
the mixture of popular election and lottery by
which the offices of magistracy were filled, the
same persons could only come in by rotation
oncein two years. But whenever foreign danger
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threatened the state and the ten of war were to be
nominated, the chiefs of the Albizzi were certain
to form the majority of that important executive
council ; and though they did not otherwise ap-
pear ostensibly as the rulers of the state, they
were generally able, at the biennial replenishing
of the bags out of which the names of citizens to
hold office were taken, to exclude from election
on the new lists all persons hostile to their faction.
When this political artifice, this unjust exclusion
under the sanction of constitutional forms, failed
in effecting the objects of the oligarchy, they did
not scruple to have recourse to more open viola-
tions of the rights of their opponents. At two
different periods—in 1393, when they were alarmed
by aconspiracy, and again in 1411—-theyassembled
the parliament of the people, ever disposed to side
with the strongest faction; they intimidated the
unorganized multitude by their armed adherents;
and they obtained the nomination of a temporary
dictatorship or balia. This was a supreme coun-
cil of large numbers, into which the oligarchy of
course carefully provided that none should be
elected but their own partizans. The balia, dur-
ing the period to which its existence was limited,
had the power of naming all magistrates without
the process of the lottery, and of banishing sus-
pected persons. It is in the nature of an oli-
garchy to narrow and restrict the exercise of
popular rights; and the ruling faction of Florence
were disposed to follow up their second suspen-
sion of the constitution, by the establishment of a
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permanent council of their party, with the right
of the initiative voice in every legislative enact-
ment. Thus, if the predominance of their influ-
ence had continued, the party of the Albizzi, or
Guelf society, from their increasing suspicion and
fear of the people, would gradually have deprived
them by successive innovations of all share in the
government ; and would have finished by subject-
ing the state to an hereditary aristocracy as ex-
clusive, if not as severe and tyrannical, as that of
Venice.

The prosperity which Florence had now en-
joyed for half a century under the government of
the Guelf oligarchy, was principally attributable
to the talents and moderation of its leaders. From
the fall of the democratical party in 1382, to his
own death in 1417, Maso degl’ Albizzi was the
chief of his house and faction, and the real mover
of the republic. He was a profound and vigorous
politician, but was just and temperate in personal
character. He was surrounded too by friends
who were worthy of him ; and when he died, Ni-
eola di Uzzano, a man of very similar qualities,
undertook the guidance of affairs until Rinaldo
degl’ Albizzi, the youthful son of Maso, should
attain age and experience to occupy the station
of his father. As long as Nicola lived, the loss of
Maso was supplied to his party and to the state,
for both these friends were disposed alike to up-
hold constitutional liberty : as far at least as was
possible consistently with the supremacy of their
faction in the republic. But when the oligarchy

2
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were deprived by death of the latter of these ve-
nerable chiefs, and Rinaldo degl’ Albizzi was left
alone at the head of his party, the rash and impe-
tuous character of this young leader both disqua-
lified him from the equable government of the
state, and yet more from the management of a
dangerous struggle with the democratical party,
which it was perhaps no longer possible to avoid.

It was one consequence of the riches which had
poured into Florence under the administration of
the Albizzi, that the children of many of those
who, in the sedition of the Ciompi, had been num-
bered with the lowest populace, had now risen to
wealth and respectability, and indignantly found
themselves excluded from political rights. They
were casily led to attach themselves to those great
families who had formerly advocated the cause of
the people; the ancient nobility, too, who had
been excluded from the administration of affairs
by both factions, united in preference with that
which was now oppressed like themselves ; and
dissensions among the Albizzi had even gradually
thrown many of their number into the arms of the
same party. The democratical faction had thus
altogether hecome cqual to the oligarchy in the
wealth, birth, and talents of its adherents, and in-
finitely superior to that body innumerical strength.
But one family, in particular, by the accumulation
of its vast commercial wealth, by the mild and
cautious demeanour of its chiefs, by their graceful
virtues, their humane liberality and princely mag-
nificence, had silently gained the general respect
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and affection of this party, and now engrossed its
ahsolute direction. This was the celebrated house
of the Medici.

The Medici had long ranked at Florence among
the principal families of the popolani grandi; and
in tracing the foreign and domestic history of the
republic during the fourteenth century, I have
more than once found occasion to mention their
name. Inthe struggle against the Guelfoligarchy
which immediately preceded and followed the in-
surrection of the Ciompi, Salvestro de’ Medici
was one of the leaders of the popular faction.
Though, owing probably to the moderation of his
conduct, he escaped the sentences of death or
exile which fell upon his associates, his family
were afterwards excluded by the ruling oligarchy
from power; and they came from this epoch to
be looked upon, throughout the lengthened op-
pression of the democratical party, as the only
stay and support which proscription had left to the
popular cause. At the beginning of the fifteenth
century, Giovanni de’ Ricei, who was only dis-
tantly related to Salvestro, was the most distin-
guished individual of the Medici. During their
political reverses, his family had continued the
diligent and successful pursuit of commerce; and
Giovanni had amassed immense riches which were
graced by an unblemished reputation for com-
mercial integrity. So extensive and honorable
were the connections of his house, that he was
known over all Europe as one of the greatest
merchants of the age: and his eminence at Flo-
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disposition, and his generous virtues. His eyi-
dent disinclination to trouble the government of
the state won him the esteem of his political op-
ponents, although he firmly resisted some new
encroachments which they attempted upon the
rights of the people; and it may be received as a
circumstance creditable both to himself and to
the liberality of the Albizzi, that we find him seve-
ral times called to the highest offices of the state,
and among them to a seat in the council of the
ten of war: an honor which was also bestowed
upon his son Cosmo.

The wealth and influence of the Medici were
already established ; the moderation of Giovanni
could not be expected to descend to his heirs.
His son Cosmo who succeeded on his death to his
riches and station, inherited his noble and gene-
rous qualities, and far surpassed him in talent.
But under the veil of prudence, Cosmo concealed
an ambition from which his father had been free.
The consideration in which he was held by the
Venetian republic, his intimacy with Francesco
Sforza and other distinguished characters of the
peninsula, and the numerous private friends and
adherents whom he had acquired by his magnifi-
cent generosity in Florence itself, all conspired to
render him the first citizen of the republic. He
became decidedly the leader of the democratical
faction, and in concert with his partizans began
openly to expose the errors of the administration
in the conduct of the war agzainst Lucca, the ill
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success of which had increased the unpopularity
of the Albizzi. . The oligarchy were now utterly
inferior to their enemies in strength; and yet
Rinaldo degl’ Albizzi was no sooner left to guide
his party without the control of Uzzano, than his
impetuosity hastened the crisis of a struggle
which, whenever it arrived, could not prove other-
wise than ruinous to his faction. The rotation of
the lottery gave a gonfalonier and priors to the
state who were devoted to the Albizzi, and Rinaldo
instigated this signiory to summon Cosma de’ Me-
dici before them, under the pretext that he had
been guilty of some malversation in office during
his magistracy in the council of war. Cosmo con-
fiding in his innocence calmly presented himself’;
he was thrown into prison; and Rinaldo then
caused the citizens to be assembled in parliament.
His armed followers filled the avenues of the pub-
lic place; the people were as usual intimidated ;
and a balia was formed of the friends of the Al-
bizzi to deliberate on the fate of Cosmo. A timely
bribe to the gonfalonier, or the timidity of the
oligarchy, saved the chief of the Medici from an
iniquitous sentence of death; but a decree was
passed for his banishment for ten years with many
of his friends.

Rinaldo, whose procedure had aimed at the life
of Cosmo, had vainly goaded his own party to
greater violence; the oligarchy now failed alto-
gether in resolution or power. The partizans of
Cosmo were not excluded from the new lists of
magistracy ; and, in about a ycar, a gonfalonier
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and priors, all of whom were known to be attached
to the cause of the Medici, came by rotation into
office. These magistrates retaliated upon the
Albizzi the measures which they had adopted.
The moderation of Cosmo, in submitting to the
injustice of his enemies in preference to plunging
his country into civil war, had gained him in-
creased reputation. He had been reccived in his
exile by the republic of Venice with distinguished
honors. The first act of the new Florentine sig-
niory was to obtain the nomination of a balia
composed entirely of his friends. By this body
Rinaldo with his whole party, after a fruitless at-
tempt to resist, were banished from the city; and
Cosmo was triumphantly recalled. The Guelf
oligarchy was completely overthrown; and from
this epoch to the close of a long and fortunate
life, Cosmo de’ Medici exercised a sovereign in-
fluence over the affairs of the republic. *

The revolution which gave to Cosmo de’ Medici
the direction of the Florentine counsels made no
change in the foreign relations of the republic.
[n the same yecar with his clevation to power, the
duke of Milan violated the terms of the last peace
of Ferrara, by interfering in a petty sedition in
one of the towns of Romagna; and in the new
war, by which Tlorence deemed it necessary to
resent this act of bad faith, Venice was still her,
ally.  After some uninteresting hostilities, peace

“ Macchiavelli, Istoria Fio-  997—1100. Roscoe, Life of

rent. boive ad p. 78, Scipione  Lorenzo de’ Medici, vol. 1. ad
Ammirato, Storia Fior, pp.  p. 28,
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was restored upon the same conditions as before’;
but the restless temper and incessant projects of
Filippo Maria prevented all hope of permanent
repose to neighbouring states. A circumstance
which arose out of the disputed succession to the
throne of Naples, soon involved the two republics
in a fresh contest with him.

On the death of Joanna II., Alfonso of Aragon
immediately made his claim upon her kingdom.
This he primarily founded upon the right which
had been transmitted to the house of Aragon by
Constance, daughter of Manfred; and in fact he
already reigned in Sicily as the nearest heir to the
house of Swabia and, through that royal line, to
the Norman conquerors of southern Italy—the
heroes of the dynasty of Guiscard. These brilliant
pretensions were tarnished by the illegitimacy of
Manfred, and invalidated by their frequent trans-
mission in the female line from house to house ;
and although Alfonso laboured to strengthen
them by asserting the adoption of Joanna, which
he denied that she had possessed the power to
revoke, he trusted with more reason to the weight
of his arms. The Neapolitans were for the most
part inclined to have obeyed the testament of
Joanna in favor of Regnier of Anjou. But that
prince was unfortunately, at this critical moment
for his interests, prisoner to the duke of Burgundy;
and Alfonso, landing from Sicily in the Neapolitan
states, had already won over many partizans,
when a xeverse befel him which scemed for ever
to wither his hopes. 1lle had laid sicge to the
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city of Gaeta, where the Genoese possessed some
commercial establishments and kept a garrison by
desire of the inhabitants. A fleet was fitted out
at Genoa to relieve the place, and on the approach
of this armament, the chivalrous spirit of Alfonso
induced him personally to lead his Catalan sailors
to the encounter. The two fleets met near the
island of Ponza, and notwithstanding the superior
numbers of the Catalans and the presence of their
king, the standard of Aragon drooped before the
banner of St. George. After a long and gallant
conflict, the Genoese were completely victorious ;
the royal galley of Aragon was compelled - to
strike; and the capture of Alfonso, with his
brother and a splendid train of nobles, swelled the
pride of the victors.

This naval victory, the most important and
glorious that had for a long period been fought
in the Mediterranean, produced consequences the
most opposite from those which might have been
anticipated. The duke of Milan, as sovereign of
Genoa, with the design of depriving her of the
enjoyment of her triumph, sent an order to her
admiral to land the royal prisoner at Savona, from
whence Alfonso was immediately conducted to the
Milanese court. Filippo Maria, dark and faithless
as was his character in many respects, had already
proved upon more than one occasion, by his con-
duct to other prisoners of distinction who had fallen
into his hands, that he was not incapable of a gene-
rous action. His reception of Alfonso was marked
by the most delicate respect ; his attentions invited
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easy converse ; and then the graceful accomplish-
ments of the captive monarch—his noble figure,
his' elegant manners, his classical and sparkling
genius—completely charmed his gloomy host into
confidence and friendship. Alfonso represented
to the duke that the part which, in concert with
the eternal hatred of the Genoese towards the
Catalans, he had hitherto taken against him and
in favor of the cause of Anjou, was not the true
policy for the sovereign of Lombardy; that the
French were, of all the neighbours of Italy, the
only people to be dreaded; and that, so far from
assisting any dynasty of their nation in ascending
the Neapolitan throne, the security of his domi-
nions required that he should carefully close the
Alps against the intrusion of these dangerous
foreigners into the peninsula. Thus the king
persuaded Filippo Maria, and with reason, that
their mutual interests were clearly identified; he
and his nobles were released without ransom and
loaded with presents; and when he quitted the
capital of the duke, into which he had been con-
ducted a prisoner, a close and lasting alliance had
been concluded between them.

To avoid the necessity of recurring again to the
struggle for the Neapolitan crown, I shall in this
place briefly relate the issue of the contest be-
tween the parties of Aragon and Anjou. On his
release from Milan, Alfonso proceeded to Gaeta,
which, by the good offices of Filippo Maria, had
now declared its adherence to him. Meanwhile
Isabella, wife of Regnier, a princess of great
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spirit, had arrived at Naples to sustain the rights
of her captive lord. But she brought with her
neither treasures nor soldiers, and though her
virtues and prudence cndeared her to the Angevin
partizans, she supported with difficulty the un-
equal confiict against the king of Aragon. At
the end of about three years, her husband, having
effected his ransom, joined her. He, too, arrived
at Naples without money or followers; and, to
stay a falling cause, had only courage and genero-
sity of character. These qualities could not pre-
vent the defection of traitors and the selfish de-
sertion of his alliance by the pope; and his pos-
sessions were gradually wrested from him, until
the city of Naples alone remained in his interest.
The people of that capital however were still
faithful to him, and throughout a long siege were
inspired by his presence to endure all the miseries
of famine, until the troops of Alfonso entered
their city by surprise through a deserted aqueduct.
Regnier escaped, but perceiving the hopelessness
of a farther struggle, he finally abandoned the
kingdom to his rival, and thus left Alfonso to
perfect the foundation of the Aragonese dynasty
of the Two Sicilies. *

The whole conduct of the duke of Milan with
respect to Alfonso, (to return from this anticipa-
tion of the Neapolitan annals) had excited the

* Alfonso, in thus uniting  of Ko of the Two Sicilies,
his insular crown with that of  which his successors have borne
Naples, was the first sovercign — ever since.
who formally assuined the title
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preatest indignation at Genoa. Filippo Maria
had deprived that capital of the glory of exhibit-
ing a royal captive through her streets; he had
afterwards released his prisoner without obtaining
for the Genoese any advantage from their victory;
and he had allied himself with their enemy. By
several injurious actions, the duke had betrayed
his suspicion and jealousy of his republican sub-
jects, and his resolution to humiliate them; and
their indignation and wounded pride at length
burst forth in a furious insurrection. The Milan-
ese garrisons were overpowered and expelled from
all the Ligurian territory; and thus Genoa, re-
covering her liberty, rose again to the rank of an
independent state.

The allied republics of Florence and Venice
hailed the re-establishment of the Genoese free-
dom, as a new curb set upon the ambition of the
Milanese duke. They immediately recognized
the independence of Genoa, and received her into
their alliance and protection, in violation of their
existing treaty with the duke, by which they had
acknowledged him for signor of that city. This
it was which provoked a new war between the
confederated republics and Milan. Inflamed with
anger at their conduct, and inspired by Rinaldo
degl’ Albizzi and the Florentine exiles of his
party with the hope of exciting a new revolution
in their state, Filippo Maria first made a secret
but abortive attempt upon her territories, and af-
terwards proceeded to more open hostilities. On
the first news that the troops of Milan had begun
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to act against Florence, Venice put her forces in
motion to cause a diversion in favor of her ally,
and thus the war was kindled both in Tuscany
and Lombardy. I have no intention to trace
with minuteness the fluctuating course of this
struggle, which continued through several years.
The details of the Italian campaigns of the fif-
teenth century are perhaps more totally devoid of
interest, than the military operations of any other
age of the world. The tardy movements of the
heavy cavalry, of which armies were almost ex-
clusively constituted, and whose advance was
arrested by the slightest intrenchment ; the feeble
results of the hostilities in which such a force
could engage; the perpetual treasons, the rapine,
the inactivity, by which the condottieri ruined
alike their employers and their enemies, and pro-
tracted cvery war in languid indecision ;—all
these circumstances tend to divest the contests of
that age of the slightest attraction: while their
bloodless character provokes us to ridicule, and
deprives the imagination even of the excitement
of pity and horror, which the picture of human
suffering and destruction might otherwise awaken,
The reader will have little cause for regret if I
pass over the particulars of these wars to notice
only their consequences.

Upon some disagreement regarding the pay-
ment of subsidies to Francesco Sforza, which
Venice refused, Florence in the second campaign
concluded a separate peace with Milan; and the
Venetians, soon found themselves unequal to
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maintain a continental war unaided, against the
whole power of Filippo Maria. Giovanni Fran-
cesco, marquis * of Mantua, too, deserted their
alliance for that of Visconti, and opening a pas-
sage to the Milanese troops through his territories
into the Venetian provinces, joined them in over-
running the districts of Brescia and Verona.
Piccinino, the general of the duke, formed the
siege of Brescia, which was heroically defended
against him by the Venetian garrison and the in-
habitants, notwithstanding his superiority of force
and his numerous artillery. For we may remark,
as a proof of the increasing use of ordnance against
fortresses, that the besiegers employed twenty-
four pieces, of which fifteen were bombards, of
such a calibre as to throw stone balls of three
hundred pounds, weight. The works of the place
were ruined by their fire; and nothing but the
fortunate accident by which part of the exterior
wall crushed the assailants, instead of choaking
up the ditch by its fall as expected, saved the de-
fenders. They repulsed the long and furious as-

* Giovanni Francesco Gon-
zaga, lord of Mantua, had Iate-
ly purchased the dignity of
marquis for his family for
12,000 florins from the empe-
ror Sigismund, during a new
visit made by that monarch to
Italy. Sigismund entered the
peninsula in 1431, reccived the
crowns of Lombardy and the
émpire at Milan and Rome,
and re-crossed the Alps in

1433. Though his appearance
at first excited a slight political
sensation, so fallen was the im-
perial power that this expedi-
tion of the successor of Frede-
ric Barbarossa and of Henry
VIL, did not in any degree in-
fluence the condition of Italy,
or produce a single event to
deserve our observation in the
text,
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sault of the Milanese; and Piccinino, after sus-
taining a heavy loss, converted the siege into a
rigid blockade. o

The danger of Brescia, and of all the continen-
tal possessions of Venice, awakened the alarm of
Florence at the progress of the Milanese arms.
Venice applied in her distress to her ancient ally,
and a new confederacy was formed between the
two republics. Francesco Sforza was taken with
his bands into their joint pay, and placed at the
head of their armies ; and the talents of this gene-
ral, and the formidable numbers of the forces
ranged under his orders, soon restored the equili-
brium of the struggle. On the other side Niccolo
Piccinino, with the veteran soldiery of Braccio di
Montone, was in the service of Filippo Maria, for
whom he commmanded in chief. The rival schools
of condottieri therefore were ranged against each
other, with the plains and defiles of eastern Lom-
bardy for their theatre of combat. They had oc-
cupied this field with well balanced success for
about three years, when a sudden intrigue of the
duke of Milan put a period to the war, and raised
Francesco Sforza on the first step of the throne
which he was destined to ascend.

Shortly after the death of his father, Sforza had:
passed with his bands into the pay of Filippo
Maria, and had continued to serve him with fide-
lity and reputation during his three first wars
with Venice and Florence. After the conclusion
of the third peace of Ferrara, he had led his for-
midable company into Romagna, and availing
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himself of the distractions into which the ecclesi- chap,

astical states were thrown on the death of Martin
V., had made an easy and rapid conquest of the
March of Ancona and other territories. To pur-
chase his aid against more detested enemies, the
new pope, Eugenius IV., was compelled to con-
firm him in possession of the March, as a fief of
the Holy See; and, from that epoch, Sforza as-
pired above the trade of a mere condottiere, to
establish himself as an independent prince. Be-
sides his new conquests, he held his father’s exten-
sive fiefs in the kingdom of Naples; and he was
the chosen leader of a numerous and brilliant
gens-d’armerie. He was gifted with consummate
political sagacity, and he saw all the splendid
opportunities which the state of Italy opened to
his ambition. Filippo Maria was without legiti-
mate children, but he had a natural daughter
Bianca; and Sforza perceived the value which
her pretensions might acquire, if upheld by the
strong arm of a soldier of fortune. He had long
obtained from Filippo Maria the promise of her
hand; but the suspicious and irresolute duke had
alternately retracted and repeated his pledge.
While Filippo Maria thus trifled, Sforza strove
to impress his future father-in-law, whose timid
and faithless character he perfectly understood,
with the importance of his alliance. He had
therefore passed into the service of the republics
against him : but, to preserve the possibility of a
reconciliation, he had evinced even in his hostility
a repugnance to carry the war to extremities.
VOL. IL 1
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This artful policy was crowned with success;
and Filippo Maria, who was wearied of the war,
and found himself oppressed by the insolent de-
mands of his own condottieri, finally turned his
eyes upon Sforza to deliver him from the subjec-
tion, with which he was threatened by his generals.
The aspiring and skilful adventurer was besieging
the castle of Martinengo for the Venetians; the
Milanesc commanders had placed him in a very
hazardous situation by intercepting his supplies,
and shutting up his army between their intrench-
ments and the castle ; and he was already antici-
pating the fatal moment when he should be starved
into a surrender. At this dangerous crisis in his
fortunes, he was surprised by a confidential mes-
sage from Filippo Maria. He was chosen by the
duke arbiter of a peace which all the belligerents
equally desired; the trcaty was signed on the
spot; and the restoration of tranquillity was im-
mediately followed by his marriage with Bianca
Visconti; who, with youth, beauty, and the greater
charm of an amiable mind, brought him for her
dowry Cremona and its territory. By the peace
of Martinengo, Filippo Maria acknowledged the
freedom of Genoa; bhut the contending powers
generally were cstablished in their former posses-
sions and rights. *

For scveral years after this pacification, the
whole system of Italian politics was closcly asso-

* Giannone, Ist. Civ. di  420. Macchiavelli, Ist. Fiorent.
Napoli, b. xxv. ¢. 7. Poggio b. v, pp. 96—186. Sismondi,

Bracciolini, Ist. Fior. b, vii. p.  ec. 67—70.
385, ad fin., and b. viii. ad p.
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ciated with the personal fortunes of Francesco CHAP.
Sforza; and the league, into which Eugenius IV. VI
now entered for stripping him of his conquests in o~
the ecclesiastical state, invites our attention to the
affairs of the papacy. Since the elevation of this
pontiff to the chair of St. Peter, on the death of
Martin V. in 1431, the church had been agitated
by dissensions which threatened Europe with the
revival of the great schism. By a decree passed
at Constance, it had been provided that general
councils should be convoked at regular intervals.
Martin V. dreaded the repetition of such assem-
blies beyond the Alps; and he had therefore en-
deavoured to hold them in Italy, wherc he could
more easily influence their deliberations. But the
party in the church, whose object it was to reform
the abuses of papal authority, as eagerly desired
a transalpine congress ; and Martin was compelled
by the wishes of Europe to appoint the city of
Basle for the seat of a future council. The pe-
riod assigned for its convocation had arrived in
the first year of the pontificate of Eugenius IV.;
and after the pope, who anticipated the republican
tone of its discussions, had vainly endeavoured to
transfer its session to an Italian city, a long and
obstinate contest arose between him and the as-
sembled representatives of Christendom. In the
course of this struggle, the council of Basle pro-
ceeded, in 1439, to the extremity of deposing
Eugenius, and electing Amadeus, a retired duke
of Savoy, to fill his chair. But their intemperate
spirit disgusted the powers of Europe ; their par
12



116

CHAP.
VL

PART II.

HISTORY OF ITALY.

tizans gradually deserted them; and the schism
which they had raised quietly expired, with no
other consequence, than to throw the plan of re-
straining the papal power by periodical councils
into discredit and disuse.

I pass lightly over the transactions at the coun-
cil of Basle, for they have little connection with
our subject. The only influence of the dispute
between Eugenius and that assembly, upon the
affairs of Italy, was to increase the disorders into
which the temporal dominions of the church were
thrown by the violence and incapacity of the pope.
Martin V. had recovered and left the papal states
under the authority of the Holy See; he had go-
verned them with ability ; and his care to aggran-
dize his family, the Colonna, was the greatest re-
proach which attached to his fame as a sovereign.
But Eugenius IV. had no sooner succeeded him,
than the perverse and vicious qualities of this pope
produced new troubles and anarchy. Besides his
contest with the council of Basle and the Hussites
of Germany, he was at the same time, or in rapid
succession, at war against the Colonna, against the
citizens of Rome, against Sforza and other con-
dottieri, against Alfonso of Aragon, and in con-
cert with Venice and Florence, against the duke
of Milan. Over the Colonna he prevailed; but
the people of Rome, who were driven by his ex-
actions to revolt in 1433, compelled him to seek
a refuge at Florence, and once more conjured up
the fleeting image of a republic. By ceding the
March of Ancona to Sforza, he procured the pow-
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erful aid of that chieftain against other invaders,
and recovered great part of his remaining states ;
and after having first endeavoured by arms, on the
death of Joanna II., to seize upon Naples as a
lapsed fief of the Holy See, and then seconded the
partizans of Regnier against Alfonso, he shortly
after the peace of Martinengo unscrupulously de-
serted the Angevin prince, to pursue a new scheme
of ambition and treachery.

Although Eugenius IV. was indebted to Sforza
for the recovery of his temporal dominion in Ro-
magna, it had not been without the greatest reluc-
tance that he was compelled to erect the March
of Ancona into an independcnt fief for that great
condottiere. Gratitude for the services of Sforza,
who had faithfully fulfilled his engagement to him,
was a feeling foreign to the selfish nature of this
pope; and he now eagerly entered into a proposal
for despoiling the general, whom he had created
gonfalonier of the church, of all his possessions in
the March. Sforza had yet more powerful ene-
mies than Eugenius IV. In the affairs of Naples
he had followed his father’s politics, and continued
his attachment to the house of Anjou; he was the
declared partizan of Regnier; and Alfonso natu-
rally returned his enmity. To pursuc his plans
more freely in northern Italy, Sforza had, how-
ever, concluded a truce with the Aragonese mo-
narch for his fiefs in Campania and the Abruzzos ;
but Alfonso had notwithstanding trcacherously
taken advantage of his absence to attack these pos-
sessions.  As soon as Sforza was liberated by the
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peace of Martinengo to direct his attention south-
ward, he put his troops in motion to chastise the
perfidy of Alfonso, to succour Regnier of Anjou—
then in the height of his distress at Naples,—and
to defend his father’s great fiefs in the kingdom.
But the moment had arrived when it behoved him
to look to his own safety alone. Alfonso, alarmed
at his approach, sent pressing intreaties to his ally
the duke of Milan to dissuade his son-in-law from
succouring Regnier ; and Filippo Maria, who
might have accomplished this object amicably by
his personal influence, preferred to effect it through
the ruin of his daughter’s husband. Although he
had hestowed the hand of Bianca upon Sforza, his
capricious and jealous temper deterred him from
rcposing his confidence on so aspiring a son-in-
law, and filled him, on the contrary, with hatred
and suspicion of him. It shamed his pride that
circumstances had reduced him to mingle the
blood of the Visconti with that of a peasant; and
he could see only in the hero Sforza, an upstart to
disgrace his dynasty as a successor, or to hurl him
from his throne as a rival.  On the application of
Alfonso, he did not attempt to dissuade Sforza
from his expedition against that monarch: but
he dispatched Niccolo Piccinino with a formidable
body of gens-d’armerie into Romagna; he wrote to
Eugenius IV. that the time was come for his re-
covery of the March of Ancona; and he offered
him the services of his general and his troops for
the purpose.  The pope was at ounce seduced by
sclf-interest to accept the proposal; and it was
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for this, that he basely sacrificed the man who had
served him, that he deserted the Angevin prince
whose cause he had espoused, and that he accom-
plished the ruin of Regnier by diverting the arms
of Sforza to his own defence.

The valiant son of the peasant of Cotignola
now found himself the devoted object of a hostile
league, which embraced threc of the greatest
powers of Italy: the pope, the king of Naples,
and-the duke of Milan. Assailed as he was from
all quarters, he defended the fortunes, to which his
own and his father’s adventurous courage and ta-
lents had raised him, with admirable spirit. He
shewed afront to his various encmies wherever they
appeared, he repeatedly fought and defeated them
in detail, his master-mind and his presence seemed
to be given simultancously to every point of danger.
But his resources were too uncqual to those of his
oppressors, to render it possible for him to maintain
so continued and adverse a struggle. He had full
occasion to discover the difference between mak-
ing war as a condotticre in the pay of others, and
being reduced to defend his own possessions ; and
thc progress of the war palpably betrayed the
weakness of the little military monarchy which he
had founded. The country was devoured by his
own soldiery and ravaged by the enemy ; the con-
tributions by which he ruined his people were still
utterly insufficient to maintain his troops; and his
subjects, bound to him by no hereditary affection
or ties of honor and patriotism, every where re-
volted. 1Inless than four years, he was completely
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CHAP. stripped of every fief in the Neapolitan territorics,
VL. and of the whole of the March of Ancona. At
PART H. . .

w~~ one period indeed some remorsc appeared to have
1446 seized Filippo Maria for his oppression of his son-
in-law, and his interference arrested the fall of
Sforza. But this interval of compunction was
shortly succeeded by a new paroxysm of suspi-
cion and enmity ; and the duke was himself the.
mover of a new league against Sforza which com-
pleted his spoliation. His enemies seemed re-
solved to leave him no spot whercon to repose
his weary head. Alfonso and the pope had
already wrested from him all that he had pos-
sessed in central and southern Italy, and the pa-
rent of his wife now endeavoured to perfect his
ruin and to scize upon his only remaining terri-
tory of Cremona, which he had himself assigned
to him for the dowry of Bianca. But this attempt
at length determined the republics of Florence
and Venice to arm against Filippo Maria; and
gave to Sforza at least the means of supporting his

bands in employment.
sforsasuc.  The republics of Venice and Florence were not
ured by jgnorant that the maintenance of the balance of
woenee. o Italy, against the alliance of the king of Naples
republies — and the duke of Milan, required that Sforza should

against the

Waeof  he supported; and they were aware that even

their own safety would be compromised by his
destruction. Besides the very large sums which
the personal friendship of Cosmo d¢’ Medici con-
tributed to the wants of Sforza from his private
purse, the republics had from time to time as-
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sisted that general with considerable subsidies, CHAP.

and ineffectually employed their good offices in

VI.
PART 1l

his behalf. But from one cause or other they had o~

too long delayed to declare openly in his favor,
until Filippo Maria, by his attack upon Cremona,
violated the peace of Martinengo which they had
expressly guaranteed. They then armed with
vigour, and war was again kindled in Lombardy.
Besides dispatching succours to Sforza, who still
hovered about the March of Ancona, the allied
republics successfully undertook for him the relief
of Cremona. At Casal Maggiore, between that
city and Parma, the Venectian generalissimo gained
so complete a victory over the Milanese forces,
that all the country from the Adda to the Oglio
with its fortresses at once submitted to the con-
queror. The Venetian army even carried their
ravages to the gates of Milan ; and Filippo Maria,
trembling within his capital, once more changed
his inconstant politics. The war had been occa-
sioned solely by his hatred of his son-in-law, and
his determination to ruin him: yet it was to
Sforza himself that he now recurred for protec-
tion. He implored him to defend the destined
inheritance of his wife against his own ally. It
was far from the design of Sforza, that the ambi-
tious republic should wrest from Filippo Maria
provinces which he hoped himself to possess;
and he had already listened to the overtures of his
father-in-law, when the Venetian senate, who sus-
pected his fidelity, commissioned their general to
surprisc and occupy his city of Cremona.  The
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CHAP. attempt failed by the vigilance of the governor,
I and this abortive perfidy at once determined
w~~ Sforza to accept the proposals of his father-in-law.
He actively commenced preparations for opening

the campaign in his cause; but the duke was still

unable to divest himself of suspicious fear and

jealous dislike of him. He wavered, and ordered

him not to enter his dominions; and it was not

until the enemy had pcenetrated within three miles

of Milan, that he finally summoned him without
reservation to his aid. Sforza immediately con-
centrated his army, and commenced his march

from Romagna into Lombardy. He had just
reached the village of Cotignola, from whence he
derived his origin, when the intelligence was

Dearh of e DTOUght to him that Filippo Maria, whose health
e '??° had long been declining, had suddenly expired of

1417  dysentery.

e people —The death of the duke Filippo Maria Visconti,
tablil s - the last sovereign of his house, seemed the com-
mencement of a new @ra in the condition of Milan

and of all central Lombardy. The council of his
ministers, which assembled immediately after his

death, was agitated by different interests. Sforza

was not without his partizans, who advocated the

natural succession of the husband of Bianca to

the states of her father ; but the principal leaders

of the school of Braccio, among whom the two

sons of Niccolo Piccinino had now, since his death,
acquired most influence, were adverse to the ele-

vation of the chieftain of the rival military faction.

They declared in the council against Sforza, and
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in favor of Alfonso king of the Sicilies, in virtue
of a real or pretended testament of the late duke;
and their influence prevailed. A lieutenant of
Alfonso, who had conducted a small auxiliary force
into Lombardy, was admitted into- the citadel and
the castle of .Milan, and the banner of his sove-
reign was displayed from their ramparts. But
the nobles and principal citizens of Milan, who
had so long been oppressed by a race of tyrants,
were not disposed to bow their necks to a new
yoke at the will of a council of ministers. They
called the people to arms, they barricaded the
streets of the capital, and blockaded the citadel
and castle. The citizens of Milan were then as-
sembled in a general parliament; and a republican
constitution was framed under a supreme execu-
tive council to be renewed, like that of Florence,
every two months. The few troops of Alfonso,
separated by many hundred miles from the armies
of their monarch, were shortly terrffied into a sur-
render of the fortresses which they held. The go-
vernment of the people was established in the
capital ; and the condottieri, who had served the
ducal state under Filippo Maria, generally engaged
their fidelity to the new republic.

The people of Milan, however, had not suc-
ceeded to the power of their late duke. The
authority of their republic was scarcely acknow-
ledged beyond their own walls; almost every city
of the duchy claimed an equal right with the
capital to govern itsclf; Pavia, Tortona, Parma
and other towns crected themselves into repub-
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CHAP. lics; and all Lombardy was filled with revolt and
erLu. anarchy. Meanwhile numerous foreign enemies
-~ threatened the new government of the capital.
Though the hostility of Florence had subsided
into indifference, the Venetians eagerly extended
their conquests in central Lombardy. The duke of
Savoy, the marquis of Montferrat, the Genoese,
and the marquis of Este, assailed the possessions
of Filippo Maria on opposite frontiers by intrigues
or by arms ; the duke of Orleans, who owed his
birth to the marriage of his father with Valentine
Visconti, daughter of Gian Galeazzo, declared his
right to the dominions of his uncle ; and finally,
Alfonso, king of the Sicilies, threatened the asser-
tion of his pretensions. Thus oppressed and me-
naced from every quarter, the new Milanese re-
public, distrustful of the projects of Francesco
Sforza, yet dreading his open assaults, could dis-
cover no better policy, than to avert his hostility
by taking himinto pay and employing his formi-
dablabands against other cnemies.

On the death of Filippo Maria, Sforza who had
first lost all his states, except Cremona, by the en-
mity of that prince, and then forfeited the alliance
of the Venctians to reconcile himself with him,
had nothing left but his personal fame and talents,
the command of veteran bands, and a very ques-
tionable claim to inherit the states of his father-
in-law. He therefore gladly accepted the offer of
the Milanese government to take him into their
pay, upon the same conditions, and forthe defence
of the same country, as he had agreed upon with

Sforza en-
ters their
service.



IIISTORY OF ITALY.

the late duke. But Sforza had in no degree laid
aside his hopes and projects of acquiring the ducal
crown. In entering the service of the new re-
public, he had still the same end in view; and he
steadily continued the pursuit of a faithless policy
which, with self-interest for its only spring of
action, disregarded every law of morality and
shamelessly violated the most solemn obligation
of oaths. His whole conduct was a practical illus-
tration of those detestable principles, which Ma-
chiavel has embodied into his cclebrated treatise;
and yet the man, who might have afforded the
model after which the great Florentine sketched
the character of his prince, had a fairer and a
higher fame than almost any of the distinguished
personages of the same age and country. He was
the private friend of Cosmo de’ Medici, and of
several princes of the houses of Este, and Gon-
zaga, and Montefeltro, whose protection of letters
and art shed a brilliant lustre over.their times and
themselves. Sforza was at least equal to these
his illustrious associates in virtue ; he was faithful,
devoted, and liberal in his private affections. With
what indignation and disgust must we then con-
template the political morality of an age, which
taught the hero of elevated mind and generous
feeling to know no other disgrace, than that of
failure in the struggle of injustice and duplicity.
Francesco Sforza had no sooner united his
veteran bands to the old gens-d’armerie of
Filippo Maria than he every where turned the
tide of success. The new republic of Parma was
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cHap. terrified by his approach to submit to that of
VL. Milan; the people of Pavia and Tortona, to the
— great jealousy of the Milanese, bestowed the so-
vereignty of their cities on Sforza himself; and
the French force which was acting for the duke of
Orleans in western Lombardy was totally defeated:
—though not without a previous carnage so un-
usual in these bloodless wars, as to strike the
Italian conquerors with terrific impressions of
the ferocity of these ultramontane enemies.
Meanwhile the Venetians, since their victory at
Casal Maggiore, had spread their conquering
troops over so extensive a tract of country, that
they were unable to assemble in force at any
single point, and this dispersion had all the con-
sequences of a defeat. Sforza, after other suc-
cesses sat down before Placentia, then, next to
Milan, the largest city in Lombardy. His artillery
laid the walls open with a rapidity which gave an
earnest of a total change in the relations of the
science of attack and defence ; and, notwithstand-
ing the obstinate resistance of a numerous garri-
son, his troops, to the surprise of the age, entered
the place through the breach by a general assault.
1448 This important blow was followed, in the next
campaign, by the recovery of many castles which
the Venetians had conquered on the Adda; by
the capture and destruction of the whole of a
large fleet which they had sent up the Po; and

by the total rout of their army at Caravaggio.
o trea- Francesco Sforza was conscious that he now
approached the goal of his ambition: he had re-
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covered the possessions of Milan from the hands
of the Venetians and invaded their provinces; he
had hitherto succeeded, by the arts of his numer-
ous agents at Milan, in exciting clamour against
proposals for a peace, which was equally desira-
ble for that republic and for Venice; and he had
sufficiently humiliated the Venetians. He per-
ceived that the termination of hostilities was at
hand; he dreaded a pacification between the
belligerents ; and he saw that the time had arrived
for preventing it and accomplishing his purposes,
by changing his party. Notwithstanding the
suspicions of the Milanese government, he had
with consummate address veiled the real extent
of his designs; and he now, one-and-thirty days
only after his victory at Caravaggio, secretly con-
cluded a treaty with the Venetians, by which he
agreed to evacuate their territory and make some
cessions to them, and they engaged in return to
assist him in ascending the throne of Filippo
Maria. He then assembled his troops; he de-
clared to them that the Milanese republic had un-
gratefully resolved to deprive him of Pavia and
Cremona, and to rob them of the fruits of their
victories; and he proclaimed his schemes of ven-
geance and his new alliance with Venice. His
mercenary bands needed little incentive to any
enterprise of which booty was to be the reward;
and he led them, in concert with a Venetian force,
against the state whose pay they were receiving.
The permanent revival of a republic in the
centre of Lombardy might have fortified and up-
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held the cause of freedom in the peninsula; and
a just and enlightened policy should have impelled
both Florence and Venice to support the new
libertics of the Milanese. But Florence was in-
fluenced by the private partiality of Cosmo de’
Medici, and secretly favored the projects of
Sforza; and Venice was swayed by selfish ambi-
tion to league against the rising commonwealth.
The first cmotion of the public mind at Milan at
the defection of Sforza was indignation at his
perfidy; the next feeling was the necessity of
vigorous preparation for resisting his detestable
yoke. The rulers of the people garrisoned their
fortresses; they levied a numerous militia and
equipped them with muskets, and this arm, which
had yet been little used, at first struck terror
into their cnemies. But experience had now be-
trayed the imperfection of the means of defence,
which the fortresses of the times could oppose to
the assaults of artillery. The garrisons of the
Milanese were rapidly reduced ; while, notwith-
standing the panic created by the novel employ-
ment of small fire-arms, their defective construc-
tion would admit only of a tardy discharge, and
was neither assisted by the modern invention of
the bayonet or the use of the puissant pike. The
Milanese generals dared not lead their undisci-
plined militia against a veteran gens-d'armerie;
and the army of Sforza, approaching the capital,
invested it by a rigid blockade.

Meanwhile the people of Milan had evinced
their unfitness for the enjoyment of freedom.
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Ages of subjection to the tyranny of the Visconti
had long extinguished the spirit that had once
inspired their ancestors of Legnano. The late
revolution failed in developing the energies of
any master-mind, and guided by no leaders worthy
of the crisis, they were torn by furious dissensions
and plunged in intestine commdtion. Although
Venice, repenting of her share in the aggrandize-
ment of Sforza, and expecting no farther advan-
tage from his alliance, now made peace with the
Milanese republic, and even began to act hostilely
against her former confederate, her succour came
too late to avert the ruin of the new commonwealth.
Sforza pursued the siege of Milan with unshaken
determination; his skilful operations prevented
any attempt for the relief of the city; and the
numerous populace, after enduring all the horrors
of famine, were at last driven to revolt against
their rulers. The gates of Milan were thrown
open, and Sforza, whose name had lately been
breathed only with execration, was welcomed to
the capital of his principality by the acclamations
of the inconstant and joyful multitude. The
whole states of Filippo Maria immediately sub-
mitted to his authority; and his coronation was
celebrated with royal magnificence. The Floren-
tines sent an embassy of their most distinguished
citizens to congratulate him on his accession;
and the states of Italy in general acknowledged
the title of the new duke of Milan.—Francesco
Sforza had thus attained the summit of grandeur,
VOL. II K
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which his bold and unscrupulous ambition. had
projected. No subsequent reverses were to cloud
the splendour of his own fortunes; and he could
not penetrate the veil of futurity to discover, that
the toil, and danger, and perfidy, by which he had
dearly founded the aggrandizement of his descen-
dants, were to produce only for them a gloomy
consummation of misery and crime. *

The importance of a new power, which had
gradually been encreasing on the western fron-
tiers of the Milanese states, takes its date from the
beginning of the fifteenth century; and I may
conveniently append to the present chapter some
account of the rise of a dynasty, which had al-
ready established over Piedmont a sovereignty
destined to endure to our times. The origin of
the house of Savoy is buried in obscurity ; and
the history of the part of Italy over which its
authority was gradually extended, has been far
less successfully explored than that of any other
province of the peninsula. Muratori, the most
indefatigable and learned of Italian antiquaries, is
repeatedly compelled to acknowledge, that the
mode in which the transalpine chieftains of Savoy
superseded the great feudatories of Susa and Ivrea
has baffled his enquiry; and the affairs of Pied-

* Raynaldi, Annal. Eccles. b, vi. pp.186—235. Johannis
A.D. 1431—1447. Marin Sa- Simonetee, Rer. Gest. Fr.
nuto, Vite de’ Duchi di Venez.  Sfortize ad p. 603. (Scrip. Rer.
(Francesco Foscari) pp. 1111  Ital. vol. xxi.). Sismondi, cc.
—1187. Macchiavelli, Ist. Fior. 71—73,
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mont in the middle ages have -neither been deve- CHAP.
loped, like those of Lombardy and Tuscany, by VL
numerous contemporary chroniclers, nor very Ny
frequently illustrated by modern research. But, *3¢or =
if we know little of the annals of Piedmont, and */°¢
of the early memoirs of its present sovereigns,

we have probably not much to regret. There is,

in no degree, reason to attribute to this part of

our subject the same interest with the long tragedy

of Lombardy, the maritime glories of Venice, or

the magnanimous spirit and intellectual splendour

of Florence.

The house of Savoy derives its descent from I origin—
the counts of Maurienne, a petty lordship in the of Maarhs
Savoyard valley, which is watered by the little ©"
river of Arc. If their genealogist Guichenon be
correct, the first of these chieftains was a German
prince of the imperial line of Saxony, who, at the
end of the tenth century, obtained his fief by ser-
vice to Rodolph III., king of Burgundy. About
a hundred years later, Otho, the fourth in descent
from this founder of his line, married the daugh-
ter of the last marquis of Susa, and is supposed
to have inherited great part of his possessions.
From this period the counts of Maurienne began
gradually to extend their sovereignty over all ot
Savoy; and, at the end of the eleventh century,
may perhaps also with safety be dated the first
foundation of their power on the Italian side of

Commence-

the Alps. Here their elevation was long repressed pen of their
by the jealousy of the civic states of Piedmont, b qmon.
and by the rivalry of the great chieftains of the

K 2
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CHAP. province, the principal of whom were the mar-
VL. quisses of Montferrat, and Saluzzo. These princes,
PART 1L .
—~~ and the counts of Savoy themselves, subjugated
oo or. O swallowed up inferior lordships, and engrossed
Mo most of the rural territories of Piedmont. Thurin,
State of that Agti, Vercelli, and other cities of the province,

rovince be-

rethe - which appear in the twelfth century to have

tury. gained a republican freedom, much in the same
manner as those of Lombardy, fell also like them
in the following age, by the effects of their vicious
dissensions. In the factions of the thirteenth
century, the counts of Savoy mingled in Italian
politics as favorers of the imperial interests and
of the Ghibelin party. In the beginning of
this age they seized, under the imperial banner,
upon Turin their future capital. The citizens,
however, did not tamely submit to their yoke;
they frequently revolted; and they even defeated
the count Boniface I. and took him prisoner.
After a long series of alternate resistance and sub-
mission, it was not until about the middle of the
fourteenth century, that the people of Turin and
other Piedmontese cities finally reposed, from the
incessant struggles of faction, in ohedience to the
counts of Savoy.

Piedmont Under Amadeus VI., whose long reign of

under the . . . . .

dominion of -thirty-nine years terminated in 1383, the Italian
ecgunts o

savoy,  states of the counts of Savoy assumed a regular

consolidation. Amadeus, who acquired the sir-
name of the Comte-Verd from the colour of his
arms, was one of the greatest characters of his
house. Besides receiving the voluntary submis-
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sion of the cities of Piedmont, he obliged all the
petty signors of the province to acknowledge his
sovereignty ; he obtained from Louis I. of Anjou,
as count of Provence, the renunciation of his
claims over Piedmont, in return for the aid which
he gave that prince in his Neapolitan expedition ;
and the house of Savoy now acquired a decided
preponderance over the marquisates of Montferrat
and Saluzzo.* The fortunate reign of the Comte-
Verd prepared the entrance of his family among
the crowned heads of Europe. His son’s life was
short; but his grandson, Amadeus VIIIL., after a
tranquil minority found himself, at the opening of
the fifteenth century, possessor of Savoy and of
almost all Piedmont. To his transalpine domi-
nions he annexed by purchase the county of
Geneva; and, on the side of Lombardy, he made
considerable acquisitions of territory on the dis-
memberment of the Milanese states after the
death of Gian Galeazzo, and during the troubled
reign of Filippo Maria. The possessions of
Amadeus VIII. were also swelled by the extinc-
tion of collateral branches of his family. A century
and a half earlier, the power of the house of
Savoy had been checked in its growth by a divi-
sion of its territory among three brothers and
their heirs; but Amadeus VIII. now became the
sole representative of his dynasty. The simple

“ Both these princely fami-  the inheritance of that of Mont-
lies ended in the carly part of ferrat lapsed into the house of
the sixteenth century: that of Gonzaga.

Saluzzo became extinct; and

133

CHAP.
VI.
PART II.
o~/

RISE OF THE
HOUSE OF
SAVOY.

—1450



134 HISTORY OF ITALY.

CHAP. title of count was no longer suitable either to his

,,,‘,’j‘,, dignity or the extent of his dominion; and he

w~ obtained from the emperor Sigismund letters

BISE OF THE

wouszor  patent which elevated his states into an imperial

SAVOY.

—150 duchy. The policy was simple and enlightened
Ve, whieh taught the new duke of Savoy, as an Italian
pokeofbs prince, to regard the alliance of Florence and

1416 Venice as a protection against the superior force

of the Visconti, and as a barrier against aggression
from Germany; and he profited by the successes
of the republics against Filippo Maria. It was
this Amadeus VIII., the first duke of Savoy, who
after retiring, on the death of his wife, from the
world in grief or disgust, was seduced by the
1439  council of Basle to accept a disputed tiara, and
to endure its aggravated cares for about nine
years ; when he himself convoked a council to
witness his resignation of a wearisome dignity,
and withdrew again to the retirement in which
he died. His son Louis, who had succeeded to
the duchy of Savoy on his abdication, and whose
reign continued beyond the middle of the century,
was a prince of inferior qualities. But he en-
creased his possessions after the death of Filippo
Maria of Milan, by first opposing Sforza in his
war with the Milanese republic, and then obtain-
ing from that prince before his final success a
considerable cession of territory, as the price of
his alliance. The dukes of Savoy thenceforth
were to mingle in all the political combinations
of the peninsula; but we shall not discover any

farther important increase to their power for se-
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veral ages, for their decided ascendancy over the CHAP.

destiny of Italy was the work of later times. Az:‘m

They have risen with her fall, and triumphed in ‘e~

her disgrace; and the consummation of their "sousor

SAVOY.

royal ambition has been coeval with the bitterest —s0
years of her servitude. *

* The materials for this be an idle pedantry to make a
slight account of the rise of the formal reference to particular
house of Savoy have been ga- passages, spread over these
thered generally from its well ~voluminous writers, for a rapid
known gcnealogical history by  sketch of five pages. Perhaps
Guichenon, from Muratori, and the reader will for once be
from Denina (Istoria dell’ Ita- content to receive its general
liaOccidentale) :—but it would  correctness upon trust.
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Ottomans-— The Genocse lose their Possessions in the Black Sca
—Acquisition of Cyprus by the Venctians.

THE elevation of Francesco Sforza to the ducal
throne of Milan changed the whole system of Ita-
lian alliances. Alfonso of Aragon had been bound
by the ties of interest, if not of personal regard
and gratitude, to Filippo Maria; and during the
life-time of that duke, a firm and intimate union
had subsisted between Naples and Milan : while
on the other hand the republics of Florence and
Venice had been driven, by the restless designs of
Filippo Maria, to coalesce against him for their
mutual defence, and for the maintenance of the
political balance of Italy. But the accession of
Sforza to the crown of the Visconti placed these
four leading powers of the peninsula, Naples, Mi-
lan, Florence, and Venice, in new and opposite
relations to each other. Alfonso still regarded
Sforza only as the partizan of the house of Anjou,
and, consequently, as his personal enemy. In de-
priving him of his fiefs in the kingdom of Naples,
he felt that he had given him reason to cherish
feelings of exasperation and vengeance on his new
throne ; and he desired to anticipate him in the
contest of mutual injuries.

The connection between Florence and Venice
was as much severed, as that between Milan and
Naples. The paramount influence of Cosmo de’
Medici—the warm personal friend of Sforza—over
the counsels of Florence, had thrown that republic
completely into the party of the ncw duke, and
occasioned her to form a close alliance with Milan.
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But Venice was still bent upon schemes of conti-
nental aggrandizement in Lombardy, and enraged
at her sister republic for having thwarted her pur-
poses, by privately aiding Sforza with subsidies.
She saw in that prince a far more dangerous neigh-
bour and formidable antagonist. than his predeces-
sors, and divided her enmity almost equally be-
tween him and Florenci, who had favored his ele-
vation. The king of Naples had but lately been
at war with both the republics. By some aggres-
sions in Tuscany in 1447, he had provoked the
Florentines to a contest, with the languid and
uninteresting operations of which I have not
thought it necessary to occupy the attention of
the reader; and some commercial disputes had
also led to ".aval hostilities between the Venetians
and his subjects. Both these unimportant wars
were terminated by negociation at the period be-
fore us; and Alfonso discovered not only a ready
means of reconciliation with the Venetians, but a
desirable occasion of confederating with them, in
the animosity which they bore to his enemy Sforza
and to the Flc entines.

Since the entrance of Sforza into Milan, the
hostile operations, which the Venetians had car-
ried on against him, seemed to have expired in the
common exhaustion of the combatants, and under
the dreadful ravages of a pestilence which broke
out in Lombardy. But an offensive league was
now formed by the king of Naples and the Vene-
tians, against the duke of Milan and the Floren-
tines. The contracting parties cndeavoured to
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engage the secondary states of the peninsula in
their alliance ; and Louis, duke of Savoy, and the
marquis of Montferrat were casily induced, by the
hope of new acquisitiuns, to join the confederates
against Sforza. DBoth the reigiing families of
Este and Gonzaga were at this ¢ poch more honor-
ably distinguished by their passion for ltevatuer
and art, and by the intei’ etusl splndom wirh
which they invested their ccurts tian by e
share which they took in Italian politics. Borso
of Este, who had just succceded his brother, the
marquis Lionel, i t" ¢ states of Ferrara and Mo-
dena, steadily maintained his neutralit7; bt Lous
[I1., marquis of Mantua embraced the alliance of
Sforza. Notwithstanding the Venetian intrigues,
the communities of Sienna and Bolo/na also re-
mained firm in the alliance of Florence; and that
republic, now perceiving the hostile temper of
Venice, seriously prepared for war, and cemented
an alliance, offensive and defensive, with the duke
of Milan.

While the lcague between the king of Naples
and the Venetians was thus exciting a gengral
war in Italy, and devéloping the political affec-
tions of her various states, the commencement of
hostilities was for a short time retatded by the
entrance into Lombardy of the emperor Frederic
III.* To receive the crown of the empire at

* The emperor Sigismund tria, a prince whom the Ger-
dying in 1438, had been suc- mans number among their best
ceeded by Albert II. of Aus- sovercigns, but whose short
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Rome, appeared to be the only object of Frederic,
an insignificant and feeble prince. He arrived in
Italy without an army, he quitted it immediately
after his coronation; and as the last Italian expe-
dition of the emperor Sigismund had absolutely
produced not a single occurrence worthy of notice,
beyond the sale of the dignity of marquis to the
family of Gonzaga, so this visit of Frederic de-
serves to be remembered only as the occasion on
which the ducal crown was conferred on the house
of Este. Frederic I11. invested the marquis Borso
with the title of duke of Modena and Reggio.
These states were regarded as fiefs of the empire;
but that of Ferrara was supposed to be held of the
Holy See; and it was not until nineteen years later,
that this most ancient possession of the house of
Este, and the capital of their dominions, was
erected by pope Paul II. into a duchy in their
favor.

Just as Frederic I11. was withdrawing from Italy
after the ceremonial of his coronation, the senate
of Venice declared war against the duke of Milan;
and shortly afterwards the king of Naples com-
menced hostilities against the republic of Florence.
Both Tuscany and Lombardy immediately became
the theatre of warlike operations. Into the for-
mer province, Alfonsodispatched an army to attack
the Florentines under the command of his natural

reign has no connection with  Frederic 111, was raised to the
Italian history. It was on his  imperial throne,
death, in 1439, that his cousin
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son Ferdinand, and entrusted the guidance of this CHAP.

prince, whom he destined for his successor, to
Federigo di Montefeltro, count of Urbino in Ro-
magna, one of the most able warriors and accom-
plished characters of his age. But, from whatever
cause, the campaign in Tuscany produced little
fruit. The army of Ferdinand was unaccompanied
by artillery, and the whole Neapolitan strength
was vainly consumed in the siege of a few petty
Florentine castles. The operations in Lombardy
were not more decisive. Sforza, attacked on
opposite frontiers by the troops of Savoy and
Montferrat, and by the Venetians, opposed his
enemies with an equality of force which balanced
the fortune of the contest; and, as usual in the
inglorious warfare of the times, we meet with a

VII.
PART I

o~/

total dearth of all interest. The second year of 1433

the war was equally barren in events of import-
ance; and, although the armies employed in Lom-
bardy were so numerous that nearly forty thou-
sand cuirassiers were brought into the field, not a
single action of consequence was fought. The
Florentines succeeded by their negociations and
subsidies in inducing old Regnier of Anjou, the
former rival of Alfonso of Naples, to lead an army
across the Alps to reinforce Sforza in Lombardy;
but the impetuous chivalry of France were soon
wearied of the systematic protraction of Italian
hostilities ; and after a service of a few months,
the followers of Regnier, who himself shared their
impatience, induced him to re-conduct them to
their country.
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cHAP.  The indecisive character and ruinous expendi-
VIL " ture of the war had already moderated the animo-

Ny sity of the contending powers of Italy, when the

Caprel intelligence of the fall of Constantinople before
mplebythe the arms of Mahomet II., struck consternation
into Europe, and excited general remorse for the

callous neglect, which had abandoned to destruc-

tion the most ancient empire of Christendom.

The sentiment of religious sympathy for the fate

of the vanquished Greeks was combined with

horror at the merciless butcheries of their infidel
conquerors, and with appalling presages of the

Consterna- universal dominion of the Turks. To the powers
ger of Italy. Of Italy the danger was imminent: the empire of
the crescent was established at the eastern gates

of Europe, and seemed already to menace and
overshadow the peninsula with impending ruin.

A congress was summoned to meet at Rome under

the presidency of the pope, Nicholas V.; and all

the belligerent states eagerly expressed their de-

sire for the restoration of peace, that their united

forces might be directed against the general

1454 enemy. But when their deputies had assembled,
it was soon manifested by their exaggerated pre-
tensions, how weak was the sense of common peril,

or the generous desire of delivering the eastern
Christians, when opposed to the selfishness of
individual interests. 'The pope himself is accused

of having endeavoured to perpetuate the quarrel

of the Italian states, whose distractions prevented

their interference with the repose of his own do-
minions; and it became altogether evident that
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no accommodation could be wrought at the con- CHAP.

gress. But Florence nevertheless had no par-
ticular object in continuing the war ; and two at
least of the other contending parties sincerely de-
gired a pacification. Sforza had reached the highest
point of his ambition ; his excellent sense taught
him that he had no farther aggrandizement to
expect ; and he was intent only upon bequeathing
to his dynasty the secure possession of the Mi-
lanese states. Himself originally a condottiere,
he was perfectly versed in the treacherous prin-
ciples which actuated the mercenary leaders and
their bands; and the experience of his own suc-
cessful projects was in itself an alarming warning
of the danger which he, as a prince, might in turn
incur from the faithless ambition of these adven-
turers. Peace could alone preserve his resources
from their rapacity, and enable him to dispense
with their services, and to crush the fatal system
by which they existed. Venice was at length
awakened, by the successes of Mahomet II., to a
conviction of the perilous condition in which her
scattered dependencies in the east were placed by
the terrific growth of the Turkish power. The
late operations in Lombardy left besides little
hope to the republic of farther acquisitions on the
continent of Italy.

The pacific inclinations of Sforza were under
these circumstances shared by the Venetian se-
nate ;. negociations were secretly opened; and
Italy was suddenly surprised by the conclusion of

VI1I.
PART I.
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CHAP. a peace at Lodi between Venice and Milan, to
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which the other belligerents were invited to ac-
cede. The terms of the treaty provided only for
some inconsiderable regulations of territory, and
the minor powers, respectively in hostility to the
two states, were easily compelled to submit to the
equitable conditions imposed on them. Florence
herself not only assented cheerfully to the pacifi-
cation, but signed a defensive league with Milan
and Venice for the maintenance of the public re-
pose. The king of Naples alone, indignant that,
as the principal monarch of the peninsula, he had
not been consulted in the negociations at Lodi,
and still desirous of obliging I'lorence to reimburse
him for the charges of the war, for some time de-
layed his acquiescence in the general peace. But
the signature of the new alliance of Milan and the
two republics shook his resolution; and he had
besides an important object to gain by accepting
its intentions. He had no legitimate offspring,
and the kingdoms to which he had succeeded by
regular inheritance would necessarily devolve on
a collateral branch of the Aragonese dynasty ; but
the crown of Naples, which he had acquired by
his own ability and courage, he was desirous of
leaving to his natural son Ferdinand. By inter-
changing with the leading states of Italy a mutual
obligation of defence, he farther looked to obtain
an implied recognition of the rights of Ferdinand
to his succession on the Neapolitan throne. He
therefore at length yielded his accession to the
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peace of Lodi; and under the guarantee of the
pope, a quadruple league was then formed be-
tween the sovereigns of Naples and Milan, and
the republics of Florence and Venice, for the pre-
servation of tranquillity in Italy.*

The sovereign pontiff who mingled in these
negociations was, as I have before mentioned,
Nicholas V. The reign of this pope, who had
succeeded Eugenius IV. in 1447, is however
chiefly remarkable for his zealous patronage of
letters, and as the @ra of the last abortive effort
for the establishment of republican freedom in the
ancient capital of the universe. Nicholas V. was
the son of an obscure physician of Sarzana, and
while only himself a poor priest, had displayed an
ardent passion for the recovery of the relics of
classical literature. His industrious learning and
talents procured for him the friendship of Cosmo
de’ Medici, and excited the attention of his eccle-
siastical superiors. After a long service in infe-
rior stations, Eugenius IV. attached him to his
person; and he then rose in twelve months to the
highest dignities of the church. On the death of
Eugenius at Rome, one of those sudden and capri-
cious accidents, which have so often determined
the votes of the conclave, elevated the new cardi-
nal to the chair of St. Peter; and, by the influence

* Macchiavelli, Ist. Fior. b.  clusion of the quadruple league
vi.pp. 235—256. Poggio Brac-  of 1455. Johannis Simoncta.
ciolini, Ist. Fior. b. viii. p. 424, Rer. Gest. Sfortise, pp. 603—
to the end of this elegant work, 674. Muratori, Annali, A.D.
which terminates with the con-  1450—55.
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of his personal character, his reign was shortly
signalized by the extinction of the schism caused
by the council of Basle. He persuaded the anti-
pope, Amadeus of Savoy, to resign his pretensions
to the tiara, and admitted him, with the cardinals
of his creation, into the sacred college. During a
pontificate of eight years, Nicholas proved himself
a splendid and munificent patron of learning. The
papal court was crowded with men of letters who
were fostered by his bounty ; the Vatican library
was founded, and above five thousand ancient
manuscripts were collected by his care; and a
greater number of the Greek classics were trans-
lated into Latin by his command during the brief
remnant of his life, than in the five centuries which
had preceded his elevation. His patronage of the
arts was not less distinguished : the venerable mo-
numents of the capital were preserved and che-
rished by his enthusiastic admiration ; the sacred
edifices of Rome and of the other cities of his
states were repaired and embellished; and the
erection of many superb structures at once at-
tested his magnificent spirit and the purity of his
taste.

The political administration of Nicholas V. was
not calculated to support the fair fame of his in-
tellectual qualitics. His arbitrary measures and
the cruelties, into which he was hurried by his
fears of popular commotion, have fastened upon
his memory a reproach of mingled tyranny and
weakness, for which a palliation will vainly be
sought cither in his merc restoration of the vo-
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lumes of antiquity, or in the splendour of his ar- cHap.

chitectural works. Notwithstanding the insurrec-
tion of 1433, by which the citizens of Rome had
compelled Eugenius IV. to seek safety in flight,
and effected a transient revival of their republican
institutions, they had shortly fallen again under
the tyrannical authority of that pontiff; and at
the epoch of his death, they found themselves
absolutely divested of all the privileges of free-
men. The interregnum, which necessarily pre-
ceded the election of his successor, appeared a
favorable occasion for the assertion of their public
rights. It was in an assembly of the citizens at
this juncture, that Stefano Porcari, a Roman of
noble birth and spotless character, first raised
himself to notice by his ardent aspirations after
freedom. His mind was heated by the writings
of Petrarch,* and perhaps by the desire of emu-
lating the career of Rienzi, whose vivid imagina-
tion and impassioned eloquence seemed in some
measure to have descended upon him. But his
exertions proved less fortunate or powerful than
those of the celebrated tribune. He eagerly ex-
posed before his assembled fellow citizens the de-

* Porcari was the victim of
a singular dclusion, which
however quite accords with the

this gift; that the poet had
shadowed him out as the fu-
ture decliverer of Rome; and

opinions of his times, when the
power of penetrating into fu-
turity was generally believed
to attend great intellectual ac-
quirements. ke was persuaded
that Petrarch had possessed

L

that it was to him that, with a
prophetic spirit, he had ad-
dressed the celebrated canzone
— Spirto gentil che quelle
membrareggi,” &c.—Macchia-
velli, Ist. Fior. b. vi. p. 246,
5

d
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gradation of their state; he endeavoured to fire
them by the exclamation, that there was no en-
slaved and petty community so abject, as not to
watch the moment of a tyrant’s death, to deliver
themselves from bondage ; and he exhorted his
countrymen to seize the opportunity of imposing
a constitutional charter upon the future pope.
But all his efforts to rouse the Roman people to a
kindred spirit with his own were unavailing ; they
produced no resolution in the assembly ; and, as
their only result, Porcari was denounced to the
new pontiff as a dangerous character. The sus-
picion already excited against him was strength-
ened by the continuance of his projects for the
establishment of liberty at Rome ; and his inter-
ference at some public games, in a slight riot to
which he strove to give a political object, fur-
nished the cause for a papal sentence against him
of exile to Bologna.

Nicholas V., whose life of personal servitude
had taught him only the despotic relation between
master and dependant, was resolved to exact from
his subjects an obedience as unlimited as that
which he had himself been accustomed to yield
to his superiors. But if the arbitrary principles
which thus regulated his government were to be
maintained, his banishment of Porcari was appa-
rently a lenient sentence. Yet it only provoked
the continued prosecution of the designs which
had occasioned it. In his exile Porcari brooded
over the disgraceful submission of the city of his
birth, the once mighty capital of antiquity, to the
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yoke of a slothful priesthood; and his distempered
fancy blinded him to the truth, that the hour for
restoring the fallen majesty of Rome was for ever
past. He imprudently formed a conspiracy which
was equally extravagant and hopeless : his inten-
tions, says Macchiavel coldly, might be commended
by some, but his judgment must be censured by
all. He secretly returned to Rome, and in con-
cert with his nephew and a few bold associates
who shared his enthusiasm, and whom he had
summoned to meet him at his own house, pre-
pared to seize the persons of the pope and cardi-
nals, and to use them as hostages for obtaining
the surrender of the city gates and the castle of
St. Angelo. But even while Porcari was delibe-
rating with the conspirators, he was betrayed.
The senator of Rome, receiving notice of an un-
usual assemblage at the house of the exile, sur-
rounded it with his soldiery. The conspirators
were attacked and overpowered; some of them
escaped ; but Porcari himself was taken on the
spot, and the pope condemned him to death with-
out even the formality of a trial. Together with
nine of his associates he was hanged, in less than
twenty-four hours after his capture, from the bat-
tlements of St. Angelo; and thus miserably pe-
rished the last of the champions of Roman liberty,
—the victims of the illusions of ancient glory.
Nicholas V. was persuaded that the conspirators
had desired his life, and he became from this pe-
riod at once as timid and ferocious, as he had be-
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fore been confiding and mild. The punishment
of Porcari was followed by continual and iniqui-
tous executions. As many of the conspirators
who had taken refuge in other states, as the pope
could induce the different governments to deliver
up to him, were put to death; and several other
persons suffered capitally, who were either wholly
innocent, or upon whom no more than the bare
suspicion had fallen of a distant implication in the
late plot. Yet amidst these sanguinary proceed-
ings, Nicholas bore a mind ill at peace with itself’;
he did not very long survive the reign of terror
which he had established ; and in his last days he
wept bitterly, while he declared that he had found
no man to approach him with the language of
truth. He was succeeded on the papal throne by
the cardinal Alfonso Borgia, a Spaniard of ad-
vanced age, who assumed the title of Calixtus
III. By the elevation of his family, this pontiff
prepared an infamous celebrity for their name,
and rendered the extinction of the last spark of
freedom at Rome, nearly coeval with the establish-
ment of the most odious race of her tyrants. *
Though the peace of Lodi and the quadruple
league which followed had the happy effects of
tranquillizing Italy in general, no respite from
suffering was yielded by these treaties to one of
the few surviving republics of the peninsula.

* Vespasiano, Vita di Papa  ti, De Porcaria Conjuratione,
Niccola. (Serip. Rer. Ital. vol.  idem.
xxv.) Leonis Baptista Alber-
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Ever since the Genoese had thrown off the yoke
of Filippo Maria of Milan in 1435, their state had
been for twenty years one restless and furious
volcano of incessant political convulsions. During
this period, as indeed throughout the whole of
the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, the revolu-
tions of Genoa were so numerous and rapid, the
alternate triumph and overthrow of parties so
transient and hurried, and the consequences of
these oscillations of faction so utterly evanescent,
that I shall avoid the unprofitable attempt to
burthen the mind of the reader with a crowd of
vicissitudes, which it would be useless, if it were
not also impossible, for the memory to retain.
Such details must in themselves occupy whole
chapters, while they would scarcely deserve our
attention; and I shall thercfore pass them over
with a few general notices of their prominent
characteristics.

'There is perhaps little difficulty in ascribing to
the influence of an ill balanced aristocracy, the
origin of those disorders which, for nearly two
centuries, may be said to have fatally distinguished
Genoa as the unhappiest republic within the ex-
perience of all history. The rivalry of the four
leading houses of the old nobility had originally
inoculated the people with the virulent spirit of
factious hatred. The subsequent exclusion of
the ancient aristocracy from the privileges of go-
vernment, had only made way for the rise of opu-
lent and powerful familics of great commoners;
and the fierce struggles of thesc new leaders, with
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the old nobles and with each other, still farther
habituated the mass of the citizens to eternal
commotion and bloodshed, and made the thirst of
licence and change their dominant passion. There
is no record in the annals of the world of a series
of civil wars and revolutions, at once so sangui-
nary, lengthened, and ceaseless, as those which
were fought in the commercial streets and narrow
territory of Genoa. If the citizens, in moments
of exhaustion and weariness, sighed for repose
from the fearful uproar of faction, they knew no
better resource than to seek for tranquillity under
the yoke of a foreign master. If the shame of
slavery or their impatience of firm and regular
government roused them to re-assert their inde-
pendence, it became still the independence of
anarchy. The people had no sooner established
a faction in power, than they at once abandoned
its support to bestow their affections on its oppo-
nents; and these again were only raised, to be in
turn the sport of the popular inconstancy. No
principle, no lasting political attachments, no re-
gard for the safety of the state, actuated either
the turbulent people or their rulers. The insati-
able love of revolution was their only intelligible
motive : a bold intolerance of servitude their only
approach to virtue. Thus, though they frequently
surrendered themselves to the sovereignty of
France or of Milan, they never tamely endured
the arbitrary authority of a prince; and they
vigorously cast off their chains, as often as they
had imprudently invited their galling imposition.
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At the epoch before us, Genoa was oppressed cpap,

both by her usual dissensions at home, and by
foreign assaults and reverses. The great plebeian
families of the Fregosi and Adorni were despe-
rately contending for the supremacy; and we
find them alternately in banishment and occupy-
ing the ducal chair and the national councils. So
superior was the influence which they dividéd to
the power of the old nobility and of the rest of
their own order, that the four ancient families of
the Spinola, the Doria, the Fieschi, and the Gri-
maldi, as well as the Guarci and other distin-
guished commoners, were either content to range
themselves under the respective banners of these
arrogant rivals, or reduced to exercise a secondary
influence in the state. The Adorni and their ad-
herents formed altogether perhaps the weaker
party. They were at this juncture in banish-
ment, and as interminable civil wars had taught
an unsuccessful faction to see no guilt or shame
in alliance with the enemies of their country, the
exiles raised their arms against Genoa in concert
with Alfonso of Naples. In addition to the dis-
tress, which the rancorous hostility of that mo-
narch entailed on the republic, she was a severe
sufferer by the fall of the eastern empire to the
Turks. Her flourishing and invaluable colony of
Pera had, almost without succour from the parent
state and without resistance, followed the fate of
Constantinople. After this heavy loss, the isle of
Chio and Caffa, with her other possessions in the
Levant and Black Sea, were in imminent danger ;
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and still the strength of the republic was con-
sumed in intestine discord. The rulers of Genoa
were conscious of the peril, in which these trans-
marine possessions were placed, by foreign attacks
and their own neglect. Yet either dreading that
amidst the troubles of the state, they should want
the means of protecting its foreign dependencies,
or as if desirous of being released from all other
care than the pursuit of factious quarrels, they
consigned the sovereignty of all their colonies to
the bank of St. George. That celebrated com-
pany of state creditors, which had been incorpo-
rated in 1407, and the councils of which, by a
singular and happy fortune, were never agitated
by the national madness of party, was certainly
better qualified for the trust than the ephemeral
chiefs of the republic itself.

Alfonso of Naples, besides the hereditary hatred
which always reigned between the Genoese and
his Catalan subjects, bore an irreconcileable en-
mity to that people. He had never forgiven them
their support of the Angevin party in the civil
wars of Naples, nor the affront of his naval defeat
at Ponza and subsequent captivity. Though,
therefore, he had been for a short time at peace
with their republic, it was only while the Adorni
were in power and flattered his pride by the an-
nual payment of an honorary tribute. His con-
nection with that family and party had been
formed during their exile and rebellion against
their country ; and when they were again cxpelled
from Genoa, Alfonso gratified his animosity
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against their fellow citizens, under the shew of cHAP.

protection to them. In signing the quadruple
league of 1455, he had extorted a concession
from the other contracting parties, that Genoa
under the Fregosi should be excluded from the
general guarantee of pacification; and in the
same year he attacked the coasts of the divided
and exhausted state, while the exiled party acted
in concert with his fleets. This desultory and
harassing warfare by land and sea continued dur-
ing three years. The Genoese vainly sought aid
in Italy against the attacks of Alfonso; for the
powers of the league were restricted from assist-
ing them, by the condition which they had weakly
permitted the king of Naples to annex to their
treaty with him. The doge, Piero Fregoso, at
length applied to Charles VIIL., king of France,
for protection; and to that monarch, upon the
same terms which had been made with his father
in 1396, was the signiory of Genoa formally con-
signed.

The doge was sensible that the sufferings of
continued warfare had rendered his authority
odious to his countrymen; but in therefore volun-
tarily resigning his station, he resolved not to
yield a victory to the king of Naples; and the
French sovereign was required to choose for his
lieutenant at Genoa the hereditary enemy of
Alfonso. This was John, titular duke of Calabria,
son of his ancient rival, Regnier of Anjou. The
Angevin prince arrived to assume his new com-
mand, with ten gallies and a body of French troops.
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cHAP. But his appearance in Italy only induced Alfonso
VIL. 0 push his operations against the Genoese, in a
ff::} more systematic and determined manner than he
had hitherto done. He fitted out a numerous
fleet, which formed the blockade of their capital;
he disembarked the flower of the Neapolitan
troops in their territory; and their numerous
exiles at the same time descended from the Ligu-
rian mountains, and laid siege to the city. But
while John of Anjou with his followers and the
citizens were courageously awaiting an assault,
the operations of the war before Genoa were
suddenly suspended by intelligence of the death
Hisdeath, of Alfonso. The besieging armament at once dis-
persed. The Catalan and Neapolitan forces re-
turned to the ports of their respective kingdoms,
and the exiles to their mountains ; and Genoa was
left, less to the repose of victory, than to the mise-

ries of exhaustion and pestilence.
andcharac-  Alfonso, king of Aragon, Catalonia, Valencia,
e the Balearic Isles, and Sardinia, and of Naples
and Sicily, owed less of the splendour which sur-
rounded his throne to these extensive possessions,
than to the force of his personal character. He
was an able captain, and an active and skilful
statesman ; and, in an age when the sovercigns
of Italy rivalled each other in the protection of
literature, far surpassed them all in his real love
of learning, his passionate enthusiasm for anti-
quity, and his magnificent patronage of genius.
These mental virtues were graced in him by all
the dazzling accomplishments of chivalry: by a



HISTORY OF ITALY.

157

captivating affability and seductive eloquence, by CHAP.

a romantic tenderness for the softer sex, and by

VII.

PART I.

the frank dignity and heroic courage of knight- ‘\w—~~

hood. His court of Naples, which he chose for
his residence above any of his patrimonial states,
was the school of letters, and the scene of archi-
tectural grandeur and sumptuous pageantry. A
high-minded and generous prince, Alfonso in
many respects well merited the sirname of the
Magnanimous, with which his lettered contem-
poraries delighted to honor him, and to repay his
unbounded liberality ; but this and all his fair
qualities were too nearly allied to defects. His
Neapolitan subjects, charmed with his confidence
in their love and with the flattering preference
which induced him to reside among them, over-
looked the lavish profusion that obliged him to
load them with taxes; but his restless ambition,
and more than one act of bad faith into which it
betrayed him, did not deserve the same easy judg-
ment. Still his few vices should in candour be
ascribed rather to the influence of the times of
violence and treachery in which he lived, than to
his own noble nature. His virtues would claim
admiration in any age, and, in the fifteenth cen-
tury, he was the greatest and most amiable mo-
narch of Europe.

The affection which the Neapolitans bore to
this distinguished sovereign was not transferred
to his only son Ferdinand, for whom, notwith-
standing the illegitimacy of his birth, Alfonso
had carnestly laboured to procure their allegi-
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ance. As he had no lawful issue, the rules of in-
heritance and equity consigned all his patrimonial
crowns to his brother, the king of Navarre; but
the right of the regular Aragonese dynasty to the
kingdom of Naples,—his personal acquisition,—
appeared more questionable, and it was the dar-
ling object of his life to secure its throne for his
son. Besides the indirect guarantee of the qua-
druple league, he had been careful to obtain from
successive popes, as feudal superiors of the Nea-
politan crown, a formal settlement in favor of
Ferdinand. The decision of the parliament of
the kingdom,*—a better title—had ratified his
intentions ; and when he died, the right of his son

* Notwithstanding the elabo-
rate researches of Giannone in
his ciwil history of Naples, there
can be very little inducement
or reward for us to follow his
enquiries into the constitutional
system of that kingdom. But
the mention of the Neapolitan
parliament in the text, may na-
turally suggest a few words in
this place on its composition
and character. The monarchy
of Naples, as founded by the
Normans, was altogether feu-
dal; and in the parliament all
the barons of the recalm, as
tenants in chief of the king,
sat in the upper house, toge-
ther with such ecclesiastics as
were feudatorics of the crown.
The sccond or lower house
was composed of the depaties
of the capital and other towns.

The parliament of Naples was
the great national diet of the
kingdom, but it never seems
to have insisted upon that ex-
clusive right of taxation, with-
out which no other privilege
could be secure. No sufficient
guarantee therefore existed for
its regular convocation; and
the neglect of successive mo-
narchs to assemble it threw itg
authority into disuse or con-
tempt.—Yet it is remarkable
enough that, when Alfonso
wished to abolish the old fi~
nancial duties and to substitute
others in their place, he did not
carry his plans into exccution,
until he had assembled a par-
liament, and obtained its pre-
viotis consent to such innova-
tions. — (Sec Giannone, the
sixth chapter of b. xxvi.)
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to succeed him appeared established by the con-
sent of his feudal chief and his people, and guaran-
teed by all the states of the Italian peninsula.

But the dark and perfidious temper of Ferdi-
nand was little calculated to interest either his
father’s subjects or allies in his behalf. Alfonso
had scarcely breathed his last, when the principal
Neapolitan barons, who had acquired a perfect
acquaintance with the character of Ferdinand,
began secretly to plot against his pretensions.
They offered their allegiance first to the new king
of Aragon, and, on receiving discouragement from
him, to the house of Anjou. Regnier, the ancient
rival of Alfonso, was still in existence, but his son
John was nearer at hand in the exercise of the
government of Genoa, and it was to him that the
malcontents addressed themselves. John of Anjou
cagerly accepted their offer ; the Genoese engaged
to assist him with their forces; and he endea-
voured by negociation to obtain the support of
the other Italian powers in his enterprise. Both
Regnier and his son were more or less known
throughout Italy, and the uprightness and sim-
plicity of character, which advantageously con-
trasted them both with Ferdinand, made a general
impression in their favor. Notwithstanding the
obligations of the quadruple league, Florence as-
sisted the duke John with presents, and Venice
evinced an inclination to befriend him. Sforza
alone, who never lost sight of the pretensions of
the duke of Orleans to the Milanese throne, re-
mained true to his sound policy of preventing
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the establishment of any French dynasty in Italy.
He declared his resolution firmly to maintain his
existing alliance, and prepared for the vigorous
support of Ferdinand. His negociations were
even more serviceable to that prince than his
arms. By his earnest representations to his friend
Cosmo de’ Medici and to the Venetians, of the
danger which threatened all Italy if the I'rench,
already in possession of Genoa and Asti, should
be suffered to place a prince of their nation on
the throne of Naples, he obtained from both the
republics of Florence and Venice a sincere and
common declaration of ncutrality in the contest
between the parties of Anjou and Aragon.

With still greater success, Sforza had already
converted the threatened hostility of the papacy
against Ferdinand, into an earnest resolution to
defend him. Immediately on Alfonso’s death
Calixtus I1I., in contempt of the repeated sanction
given by his predecessors to Ferdinand’s succes-
sion, pronounced the fief of Naples to have lapsed
to the Holy See; but the years of the feeble old
pontiff ill suited the schemes of selfish ambition
which dictated this breach of decency and faith.
He followed Alfonso to the grave in little more
than a month, and was succeeded by the celebrat-
ed Aneas Silvius Piccolomini, one of the most
learned men and enlightened statesmen of his
times. With the new pontiff, who assumed the
title of Pius II., Sforza made the support of Fer-
dinand the condition of his alliance; and he so
impressed him with the conviction that the ag-
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grandizement of the French in Italy must reduce
the Holy See to an absolute dependance on them,
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that Pius, whose foresight was as clear as that of o~

the Milanese prince, saw all his danger, and imme-
diately devoted himself to the Aragonese cause as
his own.

Meanwhile John of Anjou, nothing discouraged
by the opposition of Sforza, was not the less re-
solved to accept®he overtures of the Neapolitan
barons. In concert with Ferdinand, the duke of
Milan endeavoured to find sufficient occupation
for the Angevin prince at Genoa. Piero Fregoso,
the late doge, upon some disgust at the conduct
of the French, had retired into Lombardy, where
Sforza now assisted him in levying troops to act
against John. With the co-operation of the gallies
of Ferdinand, Fregoso invaded Liguria, and at-
tacked Genoa by land and sea. But no success
attended his operations; the Genoese remained
attached to their governor; and, in a second ex-
pedition, Frcgoso himself was killed in an ineffec-
tual assault. John of Anjou, thus relieved of all
apprehensions for the safety of the city, set sail
‘'with a Genoese and Provencal armament for the
coast of Naples; where he had no sooner dis-
played his standard than Orsini, prince of Ta-
rento, the most powerful noble of the realm, the
dukes of Suessa and Sora, and other great feuda-
tories openly declared for him. Their rebellion
broke forth in all quarters against Ferdinand ; his
adherents and troops were every where routed ;

and many of the principal places in the kingdom
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CHAP. opened their gates to the French prince. Forces
pYnIer from all parts of Italy now poured into the Nea~
w~~ politan states. The duke of Milan sent his two
1460  hrothers with an army to the succour of Ferdi-

other itwien mand, and the troops of Pius II. passed the fron-

the contest. tiers in the same cause : while, on the other hand,
Jacopo Piccinino, the surviving son of Niccolo,
led his bands from a predatory warfare in Ro-
magna to enter the Angevin serfice;; and numbers
of the veteran adventurers of Italy gladly enrolled
themselves under this distinguished captain,—
the last who remained of the great condottieri of
former years.

While the Milanese army was opposed to this
celebrated commander in the Abruzzos, Ferdinand
forming his junction with the papal forces, ad-
vanced against the duke John of Anjou, who was
about to lay siege to Nola. That prince retired
at his approach to some strong country about
Sarno, where, near the castle of that name, Fer-
dinand surprised his camp during the night.
But the victorious soldiery dispersed to plunder,
and the Angevin captains, rallying their troops
and falling in turn upon their assailants during
the disorder of a pillage, put them to a total rout.
Nearly the whole army of Ferdinand was captured,
and he escaped himself with difficulty from the
field. Three weeks later, a battle was fought at
San Fabbiato in the Abruzzos, between Piccinino
and the Milanese army. At the close of a com-
bat of unusual slaughter and desperation for these
Italian wars, Piccinino first drew off his troops;
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but the heavier loss of the Milanese had all the cHAap.

effects of a complete defeat.

By these brilliant successes, the kingdom was
left almost wholly in the hands of the Angevin
party, and it may seem strange how John of Anjou
failed of an ultimate triumph. But the usual fate
of his house in their Neapolitan contests still
overtook him. The prince of Tarento, whose
niece was married to Ferdinand, suffered himself
to be moved by her supplications, notwithstanding
his aversion for the character of her husband.
He relaxed in his exertions in the Angevin cause,
and finally deserted it; and he is .accused of
having neutralized the effects of the late successes
by his perfidious counsels, which the duke John
blindly followed. Thus he induced him to con-
sume in the siege of some petty towns the re-
mainder of the summer, which should have been
employed in the reduction of the capital itself.
But the zeal and activity with which Sforza re-
mounted his worsted troops, and fed the Neapo-
litan war with men and money and artillery, had
yet greater influence upon its decision. Encou-
raged by his powerful succours, the Aragonese
party recovered from their panic, and early in the
following year a new revolution at Genoa more
than counterbalanced all their reverses in the
kingdom. ‘

After the departure of the duke of Anjou from
that eity, several causes had contributed gradually,
as usual, to disgust the people with their foreign
rulers. The old nobles and the plebetans had
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violent and constant altercations in the councils
of the state on the distribution of the public
burthens, from which the aristocracy claimed an
exemption, though their pressure was aggravated
by the exhaustion left by civil discords and pes-
tilence, and by the Neapolitan war. The French
governor sided with the nobles in these disputes,
and thus imprudently attracted the discontent of
the people towards his own authority. A furious
insurrection arose; and the great plebeian parties
of the Adorni and Fregosi, agreeing for once in
common hatred against the foreigners, and suc-
coured by the duke of Milan, together expelled
the French from the city. It was to no purpose
that old Regnier of Anjou arrived with a fleet and
army from Provence, and disembarked his troops
to attempt the recovery of the place. The
Genoese with the aid of Sforza repulsed their as-
saults,androuted them with such severe slaughter,
that nearly three thousand French were killed, or
drowned in attempting to escape to their vessels.
This revolution of Genoa was a cruel blow to
the Angevin party. It deprived them of the al-
liance, the fleets, and the subsidies of that repub-
lic, and of a ready point of intermediate support
from France. The resources of Regnier himself
were completely exhausted, his son could no
longer maintain the advantages which he had
gained, and in the next campaign the fortunes of
Ferdinand acquired a decided preponderance.
Forming a junction with the Milanese army, he
inflicted a signal defeat upon the Angevins near
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the castle of Orsaria, and from this period entered
on a series of brilliant successes, which were un-
checked by a single reverse of any consequence.
The prince of Tarento, perceiving that the af-
fairs of the house of Anjou were becoming despe-
rate, and that their resources were utterly ex-
pended, was the first to abandon the duke John,
and hastened the reconciliation with Ferdinand,
which he had for some time been secretly nego-
ciating. His defection was soon followed by that
of Jacopo Piccinino, who went over to the
standard of the Aragonese prince with all his
army. The cities and the barons of the Angevin
party, one by one imitated the same example ;
and John of Anjou, whom they had so eagerly
invited into their kingdom, finding himself
abandoned by fortune, betrayed by his friends,
and destitute of the means of continuing the con-
test, at last yielded the game to his triumphant
adversary. After a personal deliberation between
him and his father Regnier, who himself brought
his son a reinforcement of a few gallies to the
Neapolitan coast, the two princes of Anjou re-
solved to shed no more blood in a ruined cause;
and at once setting sail for France, left the Jong
contested throne of Naples to the quiet possession
of Ferdinand.

Peace had already been restored in Romagna
by the submission to the pope of the family of the
Malatesti, who had been in arms against him in
thg Angevin alliance; and only one event was
wanting to terminate in all Italy the troubles
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which the disputed succession of Alfonso of
Naples had created. Genoa was again torn by
the furious dissensions and civil wars of the
Fregosi and Adorni, who had begun to combat in
the streets, even at the moment when they were
engaged in common in expelling the French.
The Fregosi prevailed, but it was only themselves
to separate into opposite parties, and to deliver
over the republic to sedition, rapine, and anarchy ;
until the weary state, with the usual alternation
of its fortunes, was prepared to sink from these
turbulent horrors into the repose of slavery.
Meanwhile Francesco Sforza was weaving his in-
trigues to secure so valuable a dominion for him-
self. By seducing all the exiles and malcontents
to his interest, the old nobles, the party of the
Adorni, and even some of the Fregosi; and by
advancing the Milanese troops towards Genoa;
he succeeded in overturning the ruling faction.
The sovereignty of the state was immediately de-
ferred to him, upon the same conditions which
had too often been accepted and broken by fo-
reign masters; and in submission to the duke of
Milan, Genoa shared the general pacification of
the peninsula. *

For several years after the war of the Neapoli-
tan succession, the peace of Italy was little in-
terrupted by internal hostilities. The appalling

* Johannis Simonete, Rer.  489.ad fin, and xxvii. ad p. 560.
Gest. Fr. Sfortize, pp. 683—  Muratori, Annali, A.D. 1455
758. Giannone, Ist. Civ. del —1464. Sismondi,cc. 76— 8.
Regno di Napoli, b, xxvi. p.
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progress of the Turkish dominion filled all the
states of the peninsula with well-founded appre-
hensions for their common safety, and in some
measure checked their disposition for mutual
violence and injury. In the arduous struggle to
repel the advance of the infidel arms, which
threatened the total subjugation of Europe, Ve-
nice was, by her position, her commercial relations,
and her numerous dependancies in the Grecian
seas, of all the Christian powers first exposed
to the storms of Ottoman war, and most deeply
interested in the issue of the contest. She there-
fore naturally had by far the greatest share in
hostilities which excited the anxious attention,
and might influence the fate of the whole penin-
sula; and if we except a few domestic revolu-
tions, almost all that is important in Italian his-
tory for a considerable period after the settlement
of Ferdinand on the throne of Naples, is to be
found in the Venetian annals.

Before we offer a general notice of the foreign
affairs of the republic during these years, we may
pause to relate one of those dark episodes which
mark the fearful despotism and phlegmatic cruelty
of her government, and throw so peculiar and
sombre a colouring over her domestic history.
At the epoch when the peace of Lodi terminated
the long continental warfare of Venice, the ducal
chair was still filled by that Francesco Foscari,
against whose passion for war his grave prede-
cessor had cautioned the senate. The prediction
of Mocenigo had been fulfilled : for above thirty
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by conquests in Italy, had plunged the republic
in incessant hostility ; and the splendour of the
dominion which she established in Lombardy was
balanced by the ills of war and pestilence, the ex-
haustion of her treasures, and the neglect of her
transmarine interests. But the continental ag-
grandizement of the state veiled the real decay,
by which it was dearly purchased ; and Foscari,
whose personal activity and talents had guided
the warlike counsels of the republic, acquired a
dazzling reputation and enjoyed a greater credit
than almost any of his predecessors. The influ-
ence and glory of the doge were alone sufficient
to excite the watchful jealousy of the council of
ten; a knowledge of his ambitious character had
increased their distrust and suspicion ; and they
had only awaited the opportunity to punish the
chief magistrate of their state for his popularity
and fame. If the desire of clevating his family
had once inflamed Foscari, his pride had already
been quenched in domestic sorrows and chilled by
age. He had lost three sons, the successive hopes
of his house: only a fourth, Jacopo, survived;
and it was by the infliction of frightful miseries
on him that the council of ten, with cold and stern
malignity, seized the occasion of embittering the
last years of his father.

Upon a secret accusation of having, contrary to
law, received presents of jewels from Filippo Ma-
ria of Milan, Jacopo Foscari was in 1445 dragged
before the council of ten. In the presence of that
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tribunal, at which his unhappy parent was com- CHAP.

pelled to preside, (such was the refinement of
Venetian cruelty,) he was tortured into an avowal
of the charge, and then condemned by a sentence,
which the doge was obliged to pronounce from
his own lips, to an eternal banishment from the
city. For five years after this, Jacopo Foscari
lived tranquilly in his exile at Treviso until, in
1450, one of the council of ten was assassinated.
From his causes of hatred to that body for their
oppression of his father and himself, and from the
accidental presence of his servant at Venice, Ja-
copo was suspected of the murder. He was
brought to the capital, and again put to the ques-
tion before the council. But the most frightful
torments could wring no confession from him;
the doge was still the agonized spectator of his
sufferings; and still they were prolonged by his
inhuman tyrants to an extent which unsettled the
reason of the victim. He was now sent to a dis-
tant banishment in the colonies; and the real
author of the assassination, with which he had
been charged, was discovered by a dying confes-
sion.

The innocence, the fearful wretchedness of Ja-
copo Foscari made no impression on his enemies;
his longing fits for home became a madness ; and
finding that all hope of restoration to his family
was past, he contrived, in the wildness of his
despair, a means of at least embracing them be-
fore he died. He wrote from his exile to Sforza,
imploring his interference with the senate; and
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would in itself be construed into a crime, he pur-
posely suffered the letter to fall into the hands of
the spies who surrounded him. It was forwarded
to the council of ten, and Jacopo, as he had ex-
pected, was immediately summoned a prisoner to
Venice. For the third time was he tortured be-
fore the eyes of his father ; the touching declara-
tion that he had written the letter merely to gain
a last sight of his aged parents and his wife moved
not the compassion of his enemies; and his frame

was mangled and dislocated anew. *

* In contemplating these
scenes, who can imagine that,
at the very moment of their
occurrence, Venice was the
chosen place of Italian and in-
deed of European festivity ;
and who, In viewing the gay
figures that revelled in her
masque, can believe that so fair
a spot could ever be reddened
by blood. But her prisons
and her palaces were conti-
guous, and if she arose from
the sea, like a fairy creation,
the wand was waved by ma-
lignant as well as beneficent
destiny. Lord Byron, with
much pomp and prodigality of

In this state,

phrase, has described the beau-
ties and glories of her lot, and
has made himself one of the
key-stones of the arch with

“ Shylock, and the Moor,
And Pierre.”

But he has left untouched all
her silent crimes. The double
nature of Venice, the strange
mixture in all their extremes
of misery and joy, have been
described with force, spirit,
and fearful truth, by a poet
whose muse has generally
breathed over the gentler fecl-
ings of our nature.

“ Yet what so gay as Venice? Every gale
Breathed heavenly music ! and who flocked not thither
To celebrate her nuptials with the sea;
To wear the mask, and mingle in the crowd
With Greek, Armenian, Persian—night and day
(There, and there only, did the hours stand still)
Pursuing through her thousand labyrinths
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his distracted family were permitted to visit him cHap,

in prison, and his heart thus received its last, its VL.
sad satisfaction. The sentence of banishment was \.\P Au..,"

confirmed with increased severity, but his eternal
release from earthly oppressors was at hand ; and
his agonized limbs had scarcely dragged over the
shore of his exile, when exhausted nature sighed
forth her pain ;—and he died.

* The unhappy doge had twice solicited permis-
sion to abdicate a dignity, which had proved so
fatal to his family and to himself, and by the resig-
nation of which he hoped to satiate the hatred of

The enchantress Pleasure ; realizing dreams

The earliest, happiest—for a tale to catch

Credulous ears and hold young hearts in chains,

Had only to begin, ¢ There lived in Venice—.’

What though a strange, mysterious power was there,

Moving throughout, subtle, invisible,

And universal as the air they breathed ;

A Power that never slumbered, never pardoned,

All eye, all ear, nowhere and everywhere,

Entering the closet and the sanctuary,

No place of refuge for the Doge himself,

Most present when least thought of—nothing dropt

In secret, when the heart was on the lips,

Nothing in feverish sleep, but instantly

Observed and judged—a Power, that if but glanced at

In casual converse, be it where it might,

The speaker lowered at once his eyes, his voice,

And pointed upward as to God in Heaven—

What tho’ that Power was there, he who lived thus

Pursuing Pleasure, lived as if it were not.

But let him in the midnight-air indulge

A word, a thought against the laws of Venice,

And in that hour he vanished from the carth!”
RogEers’ ItaLy, p. 87.
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his enemies, and to stop the persecution of his
son. But the council of ten had as often forcibly
retained him on the throne. He was now eighty-
six years of age, and after the death of Jacopo,
oppressed with years and grief, was no longer
capable of discharging the vain ceremonial of his
oftice. But his encmies could not suffer him to
dic in peace. Among them the most implacable
was Jacopo Loredano, who bore an hereditary
enmity to the house of Foscari, and attributed to
Francesco—apparently without any proof—the
sudden death of his father and uncle.* At the
instigation of this bitter foe, who was now chief
of the council of ten, it was resolved by that tri-
bunal to finish the humiliation of the doge, whose
abdication they had before refused to accept.

«l hey now required him to resign his dignity;
‘ te)

but an oath which they had themselves extorted
from him forbade him to do so; and they then
passed a sentence of deposition against him.
They would have induced him to leave the palace
of government privately; but he insisted on quit-
ting it by the same great stair-case on which,
thirty-four years before, he had solemnly been
installed in his dignity. Leaning on his staff, the
old man descended from the palace, amidst the

* Loredano, who like al-
most all the noble Venctians

The opposite page was left
blank, until the doge had

of that day, was engaged in
commerce, had entered on the
debtor side of his books :
“ Francesco Loscan, for the
death of my father and uncle.”

sunken under his miseries ;
and it was then filled with the
words, T'ha pagata,—he has
pad me.
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indignant sympathy of the assembled multitude,
and retired to his private house: but his heart
was broken. The sound of the great bell of St.
Mark, which tolled to announce the election of
his successor, struck on his ear as a death-knell.
His agitation produced the rupture of a blood-
vessel and instantaneous suffocation. The people
had dared to regret his fate; and we may learn
their feeling and the tyranny of their rulers, from
a decree of the council of ten, which forbade them
on pain of death to speak of the affair of Francesco
Foscari. _
So much, indeed, had the suspicious temper
of the Venetian government increased, that the
council of ten now appeared too numerous a body
for the purposes of vigilance, secrecy, and seve-
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rity ; and by a decree of the great council in 145/?

a permanent committee was selected from amon

the ten of three inquisitors of state, whose despotic
authority was to be paramount over even that of
their colleagues. The inquisitors of state ren-
dered no account whatever of their magistracy.
Their public power over the state was unbounded,
their secret jurisdiction universal. Their sen-
tences were restrained by no forms, and their ex-
ecutions so buried in oblivion, that even the blood
which they shed was without a trace. The lives
of their own colleagues were left at their disposal;
unanimity only was required for their decisions;
but two of them might appoint an extraordinary
inquisitor, to assist in the trial of the third if re-
quisite. So mysterious was the administration of
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this detestable tribunal, and so deep the awe which
it inspired almost to the last days of the republic,
that the learned Venetian who, in the middle of
the last century, accurately traced the civil his-
tory of his country, appears to tremble when he
declares, that it is the duty of a good citizen to
preserve a sacred respect for so illustrious a ma-
gistracy, and to abstain from attempting to pene-
trate, still more to divulge, that which it was their
pleasure to clothe in obscurity. *

After the tragic fate of the Foscari, Venice en-
joyed for a considerable time a respite from the
long wars which had attended the administration
of Francesco. But the Turks were meanwhile
constantly advancing their conquests towards the
eastern frontiers of Italy; and the petty states

hich had existed in Macedon, and from thence

wards Albania and the Morea, successively fell
before their arms. In the terror created by the
extinction of the eastern empire, the Venetians,
whose foreign possessions might next dread the
assaults of Mahomet II., had thought less of re-
sistance than of submission to that mighty con-
queror. After the capture of Constantinople,
they had hastened to ransom their merchants who
had fallen into his hands in that city, and to con-

* Sandi was ignorant of the
exact date of the establishment
of inquisitors of state ; but the
industrious researches of M.
Daru have torn aside the veil
which his learned but cautious
predecessor was unable or dared

not to raise ; and he has clearly
fixed the creation of this dread-
ful tyranny at the year 1454,
M. Daru’s whole account is
exceedingly interesting. (Sce
vol. ii. pp. 538—546.)
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clude with him a treaty of peace and amity, by
which their commercial subjects were permitted
to continue in his capital under the government
of one of their own magistrates. But every year
had since increased the danger of the republic;
and the Turkish power had at length penetrated
within a day’s journey of her Italian frontiers, and
yet nearer to her maritime possessions in the
Morea, when, on the refusal of one of her gover-
nors in that peninsula to deliver up a slave, who
had robbed the treasury of the pacha of Athens,
the infidels seized upon her city of Argos. The
republic was not without hopes of inducing the
Greeks throughout the Morea to rise against the
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Turkish yoke ; and her senate resolved to embark

in an arduous warfare, which had perhaps become
inevitable, but which in its protracted course was

destined to yield only exhaustion and defeat.*

The expedition of land and naval forces, which
the senate fitted out, was at first successful in
over-running the Morea, and fortifying the isth-
mus of Corinth with an immense rampart; but
on the approach of a large Turkish army, the
republican general shamefully abandoned the easy
defence of this bulwark, and the Venetians were
driven into their maritime fortresses.

The war between the Venetians and the Turks
re-animated the zeal of the pope, Pius II., who
since his promotion to the tiara had seriously de-
signed a crusade against the infidels, and who
was now relieved from the anxiety which the
Neapolitan succession had occasioned to him.

1464

Crusade
projectedby
Yope Pius
I. against
the infidels.
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The aged pontiff ardently engaged in the effort to
rouse the nations of Christendom to deliver their
brethren in faith from the Musulman yoke; and
with a pious sincerity which we must at least
admire, resolved himseclf to embark in the perils
of the sacred expedition. He induced the cele-
brated Albanian hero, George Castriot or Scan-
derbeg, who had for twenty years valiantly de-
fended the mountains of Epirus against the as-
saults of the Turks, to resume the war against
them. He invited all Christians who desired to
assume the cross to meet him at Ancona; and he
proceeded himself to that port, whither immense
numbers of adventurers and persons of the lowest
classes had repaired at his summons, but without
money, or arms, or provisions. But the princes
of the Italian peninsula, as well as of the rest of

f . . .
Europe, did not share the enthusiasm of their

spiritual chief; their zeal was limited to empty
professions ; and the Venetians alonc at length
sent their gallies to convoy the crusaders, who
had alrcady separated in discouragement. Pius
IL. lived only to reach the destined place of em-
barkation. A violent disorder, aggravated by
disappointment and grief, terminated his life.
The new pope Paul II., whose persecution of
letters has given him a disgraceful celebrity, in
no respect shared the spirit of his predecessor.
Though he assembled a diet of ambassadors from
the Italian powers to deliberate on the prosecu-
tion of the sacred war, all parties were now alike
insincerc in the cause. The vicinity of the Turks,
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from whom Italy was only separated by a narrow. CHAP.

branch of the sea, could not unite them in the
common defence; and Venice was abandoned to
sustain alone all the burthens of the war into
which she had entered.

.For some years after the death of Pius II ‘the
contest between the republic and the infidels was
maintained without any decisive result, either
among the islands of the Grecian Archipelago, or
on the coasts of the Morea. In that peninsula,
the Venetians defended themselves with difficulty;
or if they attempted any offensive operation, it
was only to subject the unhappy Greeks to the
alternate ravages of their armies and of the
Turks. And in the Levant, also, the naval supe-
riority of the republic was evinced only in a
course of devastation and piracy, which obliged
her natural allies to make common cause with
the Musulmans. But at length Mahomet II. pre-
pared for the more vigorous prosecution of the
war. An immense army was collected at Con-
stantinople, together with the most powerful fleet
with which the Musulmans had ever put to sea.
This mighty armament, which, in the exaggera-
tions of the Latins,is variously stated from 100,000
to 300,000 men and 400 vessels, was directed, by
land and sea, along the Thracian coast towards
Greece, by the ancient route of Xerxes; and its
object was the conquest of the island of Negro-
pont,—the most important of all the Venetian
possessions in the Archipelago. The Venetian
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force in the island was small, and the inferior
strength of the squadron, which was dispatched
to its relief, was rendered more conspicuous by
the incapacity or cowardice of its admiral. Ma-
homet II. commanded his army in person; he
passed the narrow strait, from the mainland of
Greece to the island, by a bridge of boats which
his fleet established; the Venetian troops were
massacred after a desperate resistance and a feeble
attempt of the squadron to succour them; and
Negropont remained in the hands of the Turks.
The fall of Negropont created a general panic
throughout Italy. Hitherto the Venctians had
appeared masters of the seas, and as long as their
naval superiority lasted, the waters of the Medi-
terranean formed an impassable barrier for the
Ottomans. But the suddeh creation of an over-
powering Turkish marine revealed to Italy that
her shores were open to the assaults of the fierce
conqueror, who had sworn to destroy the throne
of Christendom. Paul II., who had hitherto in-
trigued only fo trouble the internal repose of the
peninsula, was now terrified into earnest endea-
vours to unite its powers against the Turks; and
he readily induced all the Italian states to renew
the quadruple league of 1455 for their common
defence. The pope died soon afterwards and
was succeeded by Sixtus IV.; but his views were
pursued; and arespectable armament, fitted out in
the papal states, joined the Venetian admiral at
the same time with a Neapolitan squadron of like
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force, which was dispatched by Ferdinand. The
combined Christian fleet numbered nearly one
hundred great gallies; and the Venetian admiral
Mocenigo, to whom the supreme command was
deferred, had resolved to divert the war from the
Grecian islands to the continent of Asia Minor.
The Turkish navy did not attempt to leave the
Dardanelles to oppose him; and the Asiatic coast
was horribly ravaged by the allies in a predatory
contest, which fell alike on the Christian and
Turkish inhabitants. But except the pillage and
destruction of Smyrna, the war produced nothing
worthy of notice; the sovereign of Persia, who
allied himself with the enemies of his faith, was
defeated by Mahomet II.; and after the ill suc-
cess of this diversiom the naval efforts of the
Italians, which had produced no adequate return
for an immense expenditure, gradually expired.
Meanwhile the war in Albania and in the
Morea was prosecuted with various success; but
there is nothing to interest us in its obscure de-
tails or distant connection with our immediate
subject. The appearance of the Turks in Italy
itself is more worthy of notice. It was in 1472
that, after having rapidly traversed Carniola, their
cavalry penetrated for the first time into Friuli.
Their object was only plunder; but this earnest
of future invasions excited appalling apprehen-
sions ; and, five years afterwards, these were re-
alized by a second and more serious expedition of
the pacha of Bosnia invo the same province. The
N 2
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Venetians had been careful to fortify their whole
eastern frontier with intrenchments, but they
were surprised by the unexpected advance of the
pacha. The Venetian troops were defeated ; and
the infidels, spreading themselves over the plains
between the Isonzo and the Tagliamento, even
passed the latter of these rivers, and filled the
whole country with flames, which were visible by
night from the towers of Venice itself. That
capital was struck with consternation; the inha-
bitants, with those of the districts of Padua, Ve-
rona, and Vicenza, were called out to arms ; but
the infidels again retired, without attempting to
establish themselves in the territory of the repub-
lic. In the following year, the pacha of Bosnia
once more appeared on thdbanks of the Isonzo;
but the Venetians were better prepared to receive
him. Their numerous troops remained quietly be-
hind their intrenchments, and the Turks were
compelled to retreat, without having effected an
cntrance into Friuli. But the repetition of these
attacks, the difficulty with which the contest was
maintained in Albania, and the desertion of the
cause by all other Christian powers, taught the
Venetian senate that peace could alone save their
republic from destruction. They were therefore
glad to obtain from Mahomet II. upon his own
terms a pacification, for which they had long en-
deavoured to negociate. The city of Scutari and
the part of Albania which, since the death of
Scanderbeg, the Venctians had occupied and de-
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fended, were ceded to the sultan, together with cHap.
the important island of Negropont, and an annual ~VIL

. . . . - PART 1.
tribute in lieu of duties upon Venetian merchan- o
dize. But all other conquests were mutually Té- G te

¥ enice and

stored, and thus terminated fifteen years of the g oo
most arduous warfare in which the republic ha ““i‘zw
ever been engaged. |

While Venice was thus contending with diffi- The Geno-

ese lose

culty against the Ottoman power for the preser- theirposses-
vation of her colonies, Genoa, with less vigour Black Sea.
and fortune, had lost the whole of her possessions
and influence in the Black Sea. With the sceptre
of Constantinople, the Turks had acquired the
key of the Euxine; the Genoese could no longer
communicate by sea with their great colony of
Caffa, except at the pleasure of the sultan; and
it was easy to foresee that Mahomet II. would
not permit them long to retain so valuable a
dependency. Upon the occasion of some petty
quarrel with the colonists of Caffa, the Tartar 1475
governor of the Crimea besieged the place, and
invited the co-operation of the sultan. The
Turkish fleet appeared before the port and ecasily
effected a breach in the walls; the colonists were
reduced to capitulate; and the last vestige of the
Genoese power in the Euxine was thus destroyed.
The misfortunes of the Genoese were without a
counterpoise; but the reverses of Venice in the
late war were balanced by the acquisition of the
large and beautiful island of Cyprus.

Ever since the conquest of Cyprus by our Acguisition

of Cyprus

Richard Cceur-de-Lion, and his gift of its crown by the Ve-

netians,
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to Guy of Lusignan, the descendants of that
chieftain had preserved his inheritance with the
kingly title. But a disputed succession and a
civil war in 1459 entailed ruin on the dynasty
of Lusignan. After a contest between the legiti-
mate daughter, and James, the natural son of the
late king, in which the latter prevailed, the Vene-
tians bestowed on him their protection and the
hand of Catherine Cornaro, a young lady of noble
family, who was solemnly declared the adopted
daughter of the republic. The new king of Cy-
prus, who had thus contracted the singular rela-
tion of son-in-law to the Venetian state, fulfilled
its duties with fidelity and deference. But he
died after only a short reign; and the republic
immediately acted as the natural guardian of his
widow and posthumous child. 7The Cypriots,
however, were not disposed to accept of the insi-
dious protection of a foreign state ; and, during
the absence of the Venetian fleet, they rebelled
against the qucen, and deprived her of the charge
of her infant son.  On his return Mocenigo,. the
Venetian admiral, saw the importance of the crisis.
He collected a strong body of land forces from the
republican colonies; he awed the islanders into
submission, and occupied their fortresses with his
troops; and from this epoch Cyprus may be num-
bered among the possessions of Venice. The in-
fant son of James of Lusignan and Catherine Cor-
naro died; the republic faithlessly removed to
Venice some natural children on whom, in default
of legitimate issue, James had scttled the sueees-
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sion; and, in 1489, the Venetian government at cHap.

length wholly threw off the mask and completed
their perfidious usurpation, by obliging the adopted
daughter of their state to abdicate her kingdom.
Catherine Cornaro had enjoyed no more than the
shadow of royalty under the authority of the de-
legated counsellors of the Venetian senate: but
that body were still fearful of her attempting to
render herself independent by a second marriage;
and after obtaining her solemn act of resignation
in favor of the republic, they withdrew her from
the island, and assigned her for life a castle and a
revenue in their Lombard states. *

* Marin Sanuto, Vite d¢’  Venez. p.ii. b. viii. ce. 9—12.
Duchi di Venez. pp. 1154—  Daru, Hist. de Venise, vol. ii.
1206. Sandi, Storia Civ. di p. 505, ad fin.
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PART II.

Domestic Affairs of Florence—Government of Cosmo de’ Medici
—His Death ard Character—Piero de’ Medici—Struggles
against his Authority—Final Establishment of the sovereign
Influence of the Medici—Death of Piero—Lorenzo and Giu-
liano de’ Medici—Conspiracy of the Pazzi—Pope Sixtus IV.
—H1s Share in the Plot—Murder of Giuliano de’ Medici—
Overthromw of the Conspirators—Lorenzo de’ Mcdict, sole Ruler
of Florence—State of the Milanese Duchy— Death of Francesco
Sforza—Reign of his Son, Galeazzo Maria—IHis Crimes, and
violent Death— Minority of his Son, Gian Galeazzo—Continucd
Persecution of Lorenzo de’ Medict by Sixtus IV.—Unjust War
against FIlorence undertaken by that Pope and the King of
Naples— Their Intrigues to deprive the Florentines of the Mi-
lanese Alliance—Ludovico Sforza usurps the Government of
Milan in the Name of the young Duke—Progress of the War
against Florence—Disasters of that State— Discontent of the
People—Mission to the King of Naples, gencrously hazarded
by Lorenzo de’ Medici—He persuades Ferdinand to conclude
Peace with Florence—The Condition of that State still Bitical
—Landing of @ Turkish Army near Otranto— Universal Terror
of Italy— Peace granted by -the Pope to Florence—Abrupt
Termination of the Turkish Enterprise—Renewed Ambition of
Sixtus IV.—1Ilis League with Venice to despoil the Iouse of
Este—New War thus cxcited in ltaly—1Its Progress—Pcace of
Bagnolo—Dceath of Sictus 1V. - Popc Innocent VII.—His
Quarrel with the King of Naples— Discontent of the Neapoli-
tan Nobles against Ferdinand— Their Revolt, supported by the
Pope—Alliance of Florence and Milan with Ferdinand— Genc-
ral War in [taly—Dloodless Encounter at Lamentana—Inno-
cent terrified into Peace—Subsequent Cruelties of Ferdinand
against lis Darons—Wuar of Sarzana betnween Genoa and Flo-
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rence—Genoa relapses under the Yoke of Milan—General Re-
pose of Italy—Last Years of Lorenzo de’ Medici—His final
Destruction of Florentine Liberty— The Honor of the State sa-
crificed to save him from Bankruptcy—His Death—E stimate
of the Character of Lorenzo de’ Medici—Prognostics of a new
ZEra in the political Condition of Europe—=Selfish and vicious
Characters of the Rulers of Italy—Pope Alexander VI.—At-
tempt of Ludovico Sforza to form a League for the Protection
of Italy against Foreigners, frustrated by the Vanity of Piero
de’ Medici—Alarm of Sforza at the Disposition of the King of
Naples to protect his Nephew Gian Galeazzo—He invites
Charles VIII. of France into Italy—Claims of Charles to the
Crown of Naples—His T'reaty with Ludovico Sforza— Prepa-
rations of Ferdinand of Naples for Defence—His Death—
Alfonso I1. of Naples, pursues his Father's Measures—Com-
mencement of Hostilities—Entrance of Charles VIII. into
Italy.

Havine arrived at the close of the arduous strug-
gle of Venice against the Turkish power, our at-
tention is recalled to the internal affairs of Italy.
Among these the domestic condition of Florence
still forms the most intcresting object; and we
must take up the history of that republic from the
revelution of 1434, which summoned Cosmo de’
Medici from exile to exercise a supreme control
over the government of the state. With that
triumph of the house of Medici, commenced the
last act in the great drama of I'lorentine liberty,
of which the descendants of Cosmo were to com-
plete the destruction. Hitherto Florence had en-
dured all the storms of political violence : she had
been exposed to the dangerous enterprises of
foreign tyrants, and constantly agitated by the
fierce contests of her own implacable factions;
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CHAP. but she had never rested in subjection to the will

PXITLIL of a single master. If the administration of the
Guelf oligarchy had been partial and arbitrary,
it was still in principle republican. The Albizzi
and their friends had in general respected the
forms of the constitution, and under their sway
hope still remained for the ultimate preservation
of the commonwealth.

But with the elevation of the Medici, the gene-
ral spirit of party was over-ruled by blind devo-
tion to the hereditary chiefs of a single great
family. The Medici had numerous dependents
and clients; but the event proved that they had
no political equals in their party: no corrivals in
their own counsels of sufficient weight and autho-
rity to divide their power and check their influ-
ence. They were lords among retainers, and both
their own ambition, and the subserviency of their
adherents, could have no other tendency than to
establish a monarchical government. The pru-
dence and insidious moderation which singularly
distinguished that family, their vast wealth, and
cven their generous virtues, rendered them the
most dangerous enemies which a republic could
cherish in her bosom; and the fall of Florence
under their sway is a memorable example, how
much more to be dreaded by a free state is the
union of popular affection in a single house, than
all the oscillations and divisions of party.

Government T h€ establishment of Cosmo de’ Medici in
s Cme. power was followed by numerous acts of tyranny.

de’ Medici.
The halia forimed of his adherents passed sen-
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tences of exile upon all the leaders of the fallen
oligarchy, and upon a great number of the prin-
cipal persons of Florence, whose attachment to
that body rendered them objects of dread or even
of suspicion. Several citizens were also put to
death; and for about twenty years, by six succes-
sive renewals of the balia, the functions of the
constitution were kept in continued suspension.
At length, in 1455, the regular mode of drawing
magistrates was suffered to revive under the
scrutiny of the partizans of the Medici. It would
seem that even this tardy and imperfect restora-
tion of the public rights was produced only by
the jealousy, which some of the friends of Cosmo
began to entertain of his exclusive authority.
He himself was not averse from an occasion of
shewing them how absolutely their influence de-
pended upon his will. The popular magistracy
was no sooner restored amidst transports of public
joy, than the men who had usurped all the offices
of state under the sanction of Cosmo, found them-
selves objects of attack to the new administration
and of contempt to their fellow-citizens. They
were shortly glad to apply themselves to Cosmo
to obtain a new balia. To punish them he at
first rejected their supplications, and even tra-
versed an unsuccessful effort which they made to
carry the mecasure without him. Having thus
increased their humiliation, and exposed to them
their own weakness, Cosmo then thought it time
to prevent freedom from rearing its head. He no
longer opposed the wishes of his friends to create
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a balia; but he was careful to throw on them the
reproach of the usurpation which was necessary
to the maintenance of his own sovereign influence.
He left to Luca Pitti, a man of wealth and pre-
sumptuous character, the care of convening a par-
liament, without himself appearing to participate
in the design. The assembly was_as usual over-
awed by an armed force which occupied the ave-
nues to the public place; the nomination of a
balia, entirely in the Medicean interest, was as-
sented to by the surprised and trembling people ;
and torture, exile, and death fell upon some of the
citizens who had betrayed most attachment to
popular liberty.

Cosmo was now at an advanced age, the infir-
mities of which were aggravated by severc pa-
roxysms of gout; and he gradually withdrew from
public affairs, to pass most of his time at his
country seat in the lettered society which he
loved. Luca Pitti profited by the retreat of his
chief to raise himself. It was he, and no longer
Cosmo, who seemed the leader of the dominant
party. He openly made a sale of his favor and
protection from justice to replenish his exhausted
coffers, and to enable him to finish the superb
palace which he notwithstanding was still obliged
to leave incomplete; and which, becoming in
after times the residence of the grand dukes of
Florence, only preserved his name to commemo-
rate his impotent vanity. Cosmo was disgusted
at the conduct of his followers in supporting the
tyranny of this man; but he was daily more dis-
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inclined from interference in politics by his great
age; and he was finally broken in spirit by the
death of his second son, on whose character he
had fondly rested his hopes for the future gran-
deur of his house. He survived this heavy afflic-
tion only a year, and died regretted alike by
numerous friends, whom he had loaded with be-
nefits, and by his enemies, who had learnt to anti-
cipate with drcad the tyranny of his party when
no longer restrained by his moderation.

If we reject the fulsome adulation, which the
numerous men of letters, who were cherished by
the bounty of the Medici, lavished on all their
house, and which has been absurdly echoed in
later times, we must still agree with a severer
judge than these flatterers and their copyists, that
Cosmo de’ Medici was the greatest citizen who
ever raised himself to authority in a republic.
With a more durable power and a happier fortune
than Pericles, he governed the Athens of the mid-
dle ages with uninterrupted success for thirty
years, and enriched her with all the wonders of

art. * This too was done, not at the public
* Cosmo built in Florence
the convents and churches of

the greatest ornament which
he bestowed on the capital was

St. Mark and St. Bartolomco,
and the church of St. Lorenzo,
the work of the great Brunel-
leschi. He also raised several
sacred edifices in the mountain
of Fiesole and in the Mugello,
and adorned many of the
churches of Florence with
sculpture and paintings.  But

the magnificent palace con-
structed for him by Michel-
lozzi, and which now bears the
name of Riccardi.

The fortunc with which
Cosmo perfected these works
of grandcur, is known by an
authentic inventory, printed by
Mr. Roscou in his appendix to
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charge, but at his own cost; and still the sim-
plicity of his habits, and the careful pursuit of his
commercial profession, enabled him to reserve a
portion of his immense wealth for the splendid
patronage of learning and learned men. He was
a warm friend and a generous patron, an able
merchant, and one of the most skilful and pene-
trating statesmen of his times; while his taste in
art and judgment in letters shed a pleasing lustre
over his more essential qualities. But, as the
citizen of a free state, his character had the dis-
graceful stain, which brands the reputation of all

his descendants.

the life of Lorenzo de Medici,
to have amounted in 1440 to
rather more than 235,000 flo-
rins of gold; and twenty-nine
years later this capital had
very slightly incrcased.  The
=old tlorin being constantly the
cighth of an ounce was worth,
weight for weight, about ten
shillings, and not half a crown
as Mr. Roscoe erroncously sup-
poses (vol. i. p. 172.) The
capital of Cosmo was therefore
short of 120,000/ ; or, making
allowance for the different
value of money, cqual to half
a million sterling at this day.
His annual profits, calculated
at twenty per cent upon his
principal, werc therefore equi-
valent to about 100,000/ of
our modern currency.  The
profits of the Medici appeared
1o have Howed fromn the spice

He preferred the personal in-

trade to Alexandria and the
East ; from a sort of monopoly
which they had acquired of the
alum mines of Italy; from land-
cd estates ; and, above all, from
their commercial banks for
loans. These were established
throughout the principal cities
of Europc ; the most powerful
sovercigns were often among
their debtors; and the exorbi-
tant rates of intcrest of the
times .produced cnormous re-
turns. It was thus that in less
than forty years after the recall
of Cosmo from cxile, the Me-
dici were cnabled to spend, in
support of their political in-
fluence, in buildings, charities,
&c. 663,775 florins — worth
above 1,300,000/, of these
times. — (Roscoe, Appendix,
vol. iii. p. 43.)
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dulgence of a selfish ambition to the true grandeur
and happiness of Florence; and the free suffrage
of history will hesitate to confirm to his memory
that glorious title of father of his country, which
was inscribed on his tomb by the republic whose
independence he had ruined.

Cosmo de’ Medici left only one son, Piero,
whose inferiority in talents and constitutional in-
firmity of health seemed little calculated to main-
tain the ascendancy of his house. But it was a
convincing proof how firmly Cosmo had planted
the foundations of an hereditary influence, that
notwithstanding the bodily ailments which ap-
peared to incapacitate Piero from the direction of
public affairs, he was cnabled successfully to as-
sume his father’s authority over the counsels of
the state. The ancient partizans of Cosmo, who
in his declining years had occupied the govern-
ment under Luca Pitti, were resolved not to ad-
mit the control of Piero. The majority of them
were actuated by jealousy and sclfish ambition, a
few by more praiseworthy motives. One of these
men, Neroni Diotisalvo, by giving Picro the
treacherous advice to withdraw his property from
a commerce which his health precluded him from
superintending, led him to ruin many of his Flo-
rentine debtors by requiring payment of loans
which his father had advanced to them. He thus
converted many clients into enemics, before he
discovered the snare in time to prevent the decay
of his influence.
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Piero displayed more ability in the struggle
which was now carried on in the public councils,
between his numerous creatures and the faction
which had withdrawn from his house. On the
expiration of the last balia, some of that party
endeavoured to avail themselves of the restoration
of the constitutional magistracy to deliver the
state from his influence, but their projects were
over-ruled by his adherents ; and they then formed
a conspiracy to cffect their purposes by violence.
With this view they secretly collected an armed
force, and obtained the promise of support from
the duke of Modena. Diero, however, penetrating
their plans, evinced an unexpected activity. He
procured the aid of troops from the duke of
Milan, and from Giovanni Bentivoglio who go-
verned at Bologna, to watch the motions of the
Modenese force ; and attended by his son Lorenzo,
he repaired in a litter from his country seat, at
which he was usually detained by his infirmities,
to Florence, -where his partizans had assembled a
great number of armed men in his palace. Mecan-
while he had succeeded by his intrigues in winning
over Luca Pitti to his party. That ambitious
citizen, whose talents were very unequal to the
station to which he had aspired, was seduced by
a hollow overture of & matrimonial alliance with
the Medici, to desert his party ; and his associates,
intimidated by his defection, suffered the moment
to escape for an appeal to arms. They were re-
duced to consent to an accommodation by the in-
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terference of the existing signiory. After this,
Piero only dissembled until the rotation of magis-
tracy left the direction of the state in the hands of
men subservient to his interests; and he then
threw off the mask. A parliament of the people
was assembled, the public place was filled with
soldiery devoted to the Medici, and a new balia
was nominated of the creatures of Piero. A con-
siderable number of the citizens of note who had
shewn themselves hostile to his authority were
banished ; and Luca Pitti, who had betrayed
them, was only exempted from the same sentence,
to drag out the rest of his days amidst the univer-
sal contempt of all parties.

By this revolution the authority of the Medici
over Florence might be considered as finally esta-
blished, and Piero remained the acknowledged
ruler of the state. By successive sentences of
banishment since the triumph of Cosmo in 1434,
Italy had been filled with Florentine exiles of ad-
verse parties. Their common misfortunes pro-
duced a reconciliation among them, and they suc-
ceeded in instigating Venice and some of the
minor powers to support their cause. Piero on
the other hand confirmed the alliance of Florence
with Milan and Naples ; and a genecral war seemed
thus kindled in the peninsula, which the pope,
Paul II., sedulously strove to foment. But after
an uninteresting campaign, a pacification was
concluded between the contending powers, with-
out any stipulation in behalf of the Florentine
outlaws. 'This short war afforded the govern-
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ment of the Medici a pretext for new acts of pro-
scription and severity. The administration of
justice was openly prostituted to purposes of op-
pression and venality; and Picro, oppressed by
his bodily sufferings, and disgusted with the tyran-
nical conduct of his own followers, closed his life
in retirement, amidst factious excesses which his
increasing infirmities had denied him the power
to repress.

Piero de’ Medici left two sons, of whom the
eldest, Lorenzo, was only twenty-one years of
age; Giuliano, the second, was five years younger.
Notwithstanding their extreme youth, the brothers
were invited by their friends to assume the su-
preme authority of the state. The men who
under Piero had engrossed the oflices of adminis-
tration, and whose tyranny had provoked his
dying indignation, were not without the ambition
of ruling in their own names. But they felt that
it was far easier to maintain a power cemented
by time than to clevate a new one; and they pre-
ferred the abuses of a factious government, by
which they hoped to continue to profit under the
nominal supremacy of the young Medici, to the
love of their country, or even to the desire of per-
sonal independence. They therefore hastened to
offer their professions of respect to Lorenzo and
Giuliano, as the sole rulers of I'lorence. The
brothers received the charge of the state with
modesty and prudence. Lorenzo, who acted for
his brother, did not at first assume to himself the
conduct of affairs, but left the real administration
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of the republic in the hands of the same party
which had hitherto held it. Divided between the
studies and the tastes of youth, the brothers were
constantly either surrounded in their palace by
all the men who were most distinguished in Flo-
rence for literature and art, or occupied in charm-
ing the populace with brilliant festivals. Mean-
while the public peace was for several years
wholly undisturbed, except by two seditions at
Prato and Volterra which were easily quelled.
As he advanced in manhood, however, Lorenzo
gradually drew to himself and his brother the ex-
clusive and arbitrary conduct of affairs. For
nearly nine years the two Medici had enjoyed
their splendid distinction and tranquil fortune,
when their dream of intellectual pleasure and po-
litical security was suddenly broken by the explo-
sion of a fearful conspiracy.

Among the great families who had hitherto
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the Val d’ Arno. Originally noble this powerful
house had shared the general exclusion of their
order from political rights, until Cosmo de’ Medici,
who felt the necessity of strengthening himself by
the alliance of the old aristocracy, had obtained a
decree for their admission into the class of com-
moners. Adopting the habits, when they began
to share the privileges of their fellow citizens, the
Pazzi entered into commerce. Their bank became
onc of the most celebrated in Italy; and they
rivalled the Medici in wealth, while they excelled
them in their illustrious descent. Cosmo, to se-
o2
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cure their friendship by the ties of blood, had
bestowed his grand-daughter, the sister of Lorenzo,
in marriage upon one of this distinguished family ;
but Lorenzo himself, entertaining an extreme
jealousy of their greatness, had pursued a very
opposite policy. Giovanni de’ Pazzi, one of the
brothers of his sister’s husband, had married the
only child of an opulent citizen who died intes-
tate ; and Lorenzo, to prevent the son-in-law from
aggrandizing himself by the immense wealth that
should thus have devolved upon his wife, caused
a law to be passed by which nephews were pre-
ferred to daughters in succession to the inherit-
ance of an intestate. This law was iniquitously
gifted witharetrospective force; and thus Giovanni
de’ Pazzi was deprived, as Lorenzo designed, of
the property of his father-in-law, who had not
thought it necessary to make a will to sccure it to
his only child. Lorenzo followed up this injury
by the carcful exclusion of all the Pazzi, except
his brother-in-law Guglielmo, from those offices
of dignity in the state, to which their rank and
influence entitled them to aspire. He thus filled
the whole family with natural indignation; and
the eldest brother of Guglielmo, Francesco de’
Pazzi, a man of bold and violent temper, with-
drew from Florence to Rome (where the Pazzi
had established a branch of their firm) to escape
from the pride of the Medici, which his own arro-
gance ill enabled him to brook. The pope, Sixtus
1V, shared his enmity to the Medici ; he deprived
them of the office of bankers to the Holy Sce,
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which they had hitherto held, to bestow it upon
Francesco ; and the common feeling, which ani-
mated the pontiff and his new agent, soon led to
frequent intercourse between them, and to danger-
ous machinations against the rulers of Florence. °

Sixtus IV. had been raised to the papal throne
in 1471 on the death of Paul II., whose reign had
only been distinguished by his persecution of the
literary men of Rome, and by his repeated though
ineffectual efforts to disturb the tranquillity of
Italy. The pontificate of Sixtus was entirely de-
voted to the scandalous aggrandizement of his
numerous nephews, or illegitimate sons; whose
equivocal relationship to him and luxurious ex-
travagance increased the indecency of their sud-
den exaltation from obscurity to enormous wealth
and possessions. To form principalities for these
individuals, Sixtus had filled Romagna with trou-
bles; and had occasioned the Medici to feel justly
alarmed for the peace of the peninsula. They
had therefore afforded assistance to the signor of
Castello and other Romagnal chieftains against
the attacks of the papal family; and observing
the formation of a close alliance between Ferdi-
nand king of Naples and the pope, they had in
1474 united Florence in a league with the duke of
Milan and the Venetian republic, to maintain the
repose of northern Italy. The opposition which
the Medici had thus raised to the aggrandizement
of his family, had inflamed the pope with violent
resentment against them; and together with one
of his nephews, the count Girolamo Riario, he
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atrocious plot for their destruction. As the result
of an open insurrection at Florence appeared
hopeless, it was resolved to have recourse to
assassination. Francesco Salviati, archbishop of
Pisa, who had some causes of personal animosity
against the Medici, eagerly engaged in the under-
taking ; and Francesco de¢’ Pazzi repaired to Flo-
rence to mature the scheme. There he succeeded
in inducing his uncle Jacopo de’ Pazzi, the chief
of his house, with others of his relations, to enter
the conspiracy; which was also embraced by
Jacopo Salviati, brother of the archbishop, by a
son of the celebrated historian, Poggio Bracciolini,
and by several ecclesiastics and adherents of the
Pazzi.

The design of the conspirators was to assassi-
nate both the brothers, Lorenzo and Giuliano, at
the same instant; for the murder of one would
otherwise only have the cffect of putting the other
upon his guard. The pope therefore wrote to
the cardinal Riario, nephew of count Girolamo, a
youth of only eighteen years of age whom he had
just admitted into the sacred college, and who
was then studying at the university of Pisa, to
desirc him to obey whatever directions he should
receive from the archbishop of Pisa; and Salviati
accordingly carried him to a seat of the Pazzi
near Florence. The conspirators knew that the
new cardinal must be welcomed with public enter-
tainments, at which they hoped that the Medici
might be found present together and dispatched
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gave a féte, to which both the brothers were ac-
cordingly invited : Lorenzo however alone came,
for Giuliano was indisposed. But Lorenzo, as
had been foreseen, made sumptuous preparations
to receive the cardinal at his villa at Fiesole; and
there the conspirators fully resolved to execute
their purpose. The entertainment took place,
but still Giuliano was absent; and the Pazzi,
thus again disappointed, and despairing of secur-
ing the presence of the younger Medici at a
second festival to be given by his brother, resolved
to defer their enterprise no longer than the fol-

lowing Sunday, when the cardinal was to be pre-

sent at high mass at the cathedral of I'lorence :—
an occasion on which it was thought that neither
of the Medici could with decency absent himself.
There it was determined that, in the midst of the
most solemn offices of religion, the crime of as-
sassination should be perpetrated; that the ele-
vation of the host, as the kneeling victims bowed
their heads, should be the signal of murder ; and
that, at the moment of the sacrifice, the archbishop
Salviati and others should seize the palace of the
signiory, while Jacopo de’ Pazzi was to raise the
city by the cry of liberty. Francesco de’ Pazzi
charged himself, together with Bernardo Bandini, a
daring and devoted partizan of his house, with the
assassination of Giuliano. Giovan Battista’ Mon-
tesecco, a condottiere in the papal service, had
boldly engaged with his single hand to dispatch
Lorenzo, while he understood that the murder was
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to take place at a festival. But when Montesecco
found that it was before the altar of God that it was
intended he should shed the blood of a man, whose
hospitality he had enjoyed, his courage failed him.
The soldier declared that he dared not add sacri-
lege to murder and perfidy; and his office was
committed to two ecclesiastics, who had not the
same scruples.

When the appointed morning arrived, the car-
dinal Riario and Lorenzo de’ Medici were already
at the cathedral, the church was rapidly filling
with people, and still Giuliano de’ Medici did not
appear. The conspirators began to dread another
disappointment, and Irancesco de’ Pazzi and
Bernardo Bandini left the cathedral to seek for
him, and to persuade him that his absence would
be invidiously remarked. Lvery feeling which
revolts at murder and treachery is strengthened,
when we learn the terms of familiarity on which
these men had just been living with him, whom
they were luring to death. They passed their
arms round his waist, as if to draw him in playful
violence towards the church, but in reality to fecl
whether he had put on his cuirass, which he wore
with habitual timidity under his garments. But
Giuliano was indisposed ; he had discarded his
armour ; and so unsuspicious was he at that hour
of impending evil, that he even left at home the
dagger which usually hung at his side. As he
entered the church and approached the altar, the
two conspirators kept close to him; the two
priestly assassins had also fixed themselves in the
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throng beside Lorenzo; and when the host was
raised, and every knee was bending in adoration,
Bandini struck his dagger into the breast ‘of
Giuliano. The victim staggered and fell, and
Francesco de’ Pazzi threw himself upon him with
such blind fury, that besides inflicting on him
several blows with his dagger, the least a death, he
grievously wounded himself in the thigh. At the
same moment, the two priests attacked Lorenzo.
One of them struck at his throat, but missed his
aim; and the blow, which only slightly grazed
Medici in the neck, merely startled him to his
defence. Rapidly throwing his cloak about his
left arm for a shicld, he drew his sword and cou-
rageously defended himself, until his attendants
came to his aid. The priests then lost courage
and fled ; but Bandini, his dagger reeking with
the blood of Giuliano, now endeavoured to rush
upon Lorenzo, and stabbed one of his train to
the heart who interposed to defend him. Lorenzo
however was by this time surrounded by his
friends, who hastily sought refuge with him in
the sacristy and closed its brazen doors. Mean-
while the whole church was filled with conster-
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nation ; and the first moment of surprise and -

alarm had no sooncr passed, than the friends of

the Medici collected from all quarters, and con-
veyed Lorenzo in safety to his palace.

During this scene in the cathedral, the arch-
bishop Salviati, with a strong band of conspira-
tors, attempted as had been concerted to seize
the palace of the signiory and the persons of the
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CHAP. magistrates. After filling the outer apartments
vil:  with his followers, the archbishop obtained by his
«~~ Trank an easy admission to the presence of the
gonfalonier and priors who were sitting. But in-
stead of immediately attacking them he hesitated;
and his manner betrayed so much confusion, that
the suspicion of the gonfalonier being excited, he
rushed from the hall and assembled the guards
and servants of the palace. The doors were se-
cured; and the conspirators were furiously as-
saulted by the magistrates and their attendants
with such motley weapons and instruments as the
Owrirew furniture of the palace afforded. Dispersed and
spiraors. intimidated, they made but a feeble resistance,
and were all either slaughtered on the spot,
hurled from the windows, or made prisoners.
Jacopo de’ Pazzi, followed by a troop of soldiery,
attempted to succour them, after an abortive
effort to excite the citizens to revolt by crying
liberty through the streets. But the magistrates
held the palace until numerous citizens came to
their aid, and Jacopo, seeing that the game was

lost, fled into the country.
The fate of most of the conspirators was not
“long delayed. The archbishop Salviati was
hanged from a window of the public palace, even
in his prelatical robes. Francesco de’ Pazzi, who
exhausted by loss of blood from his self-inflicted
wound, had been obliged to confine himself to his
uncle’s house, was dragged from his bed, and sus-
pended from the same place of execution. Jacopo

himself, being discovered and arrested in the
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country by the peasantry, was brought into the
city a few days afterwards, and similarly executed
with another of his nephews, whose knowledge
of the conspiracy was his only crime, for he had
refused to engage in it; and the whole of the de-
voted family of the Pazzi were condemned to
exile, except Guglielmo, the brother-in-law of
Lorenzo. The priests who had attacked Lorenzo,
the condottiere Montesecco, and above seventy
inferior persons besides suffered death; and even
Bernardo Bandini, though he escaped for a time
to Constantinople, paid the forfeit of his crimes ;
for Lorenzo had sufficient influence with Mahomet
I1. to cause him to be seized and sent to Florence
for execution. The young cardinal Riario, rather
an instrument than an accomplice in the conspi-
racy, was with difficulty saved by Lorenzo from
being torn to pieces by the fury of the Florentine
mob; buthisattendants were mercilessly butchered
by them.

The conspiracy of the Pazzi strikingly displayed
the absoluteness of the Medicean dominion over
the will and affections of the people of Florence.
So far from shewing any disposition to join the
Pazzi in revolt, the populace were filled with
grief and fury at the murder of Giuliano, and at
the peril in which Lorenzo had stood. They had
flown to arms to defend the Medici; and they
paraded Florence for whole days to commit every
outrage upon the dead bodies of the conspirators
which still defiled the streets. The cry of « Palle!
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Palle!"—the armorial device of the Medici *—
continually resounded through the city; and the
memory of the tragedy wherein Giuliano had
fallen, was always associated in the public mind
with a deepened and affectionate interest for the
safety of Lorenzo, and with an attachment to his
person which lasted to his death. +

When Sixtus 1V. found that the conspiracy of
the Pazzi had failed, he immediately followed up
the flagitious part which he had taken in that plot,
by disturbing all Italy with the more open pur-
suit of his implacable resentment against Lorenzo
de’ Medici. But before we observe the continued
effects of the fierce and unholy spirit, by which
this pontiff disgraced the assumed sanctity of his
office, we may pause for a few moments to notice
the condition of the Milanese duchy. Francesco
Storza, whose enlightened policy and good go-
vernment as a sovereign had almost atoned for
the perfidious career through which he had
reached his throne, survived the war of the Nea-

t+ The authorities which I
have consulted for the domes-
tic history of Florence, from
the commencement of the go-
vernment of Cosmo de’ Medici
to the conspiracy of the Pazzi
inclustve, are Macchiavelli, Ist.

* The family arms of the
Mcdici were six golden balls
(palle d’'oro). Their name, and
this device of the balls or pills,
scein to agree strongly enough
in referring to medicine as their
oniginal occupation.  Yet their

flatterers were not ashamed to
invent lying legends of all sorts,
to reconcile these armorial
bearings with an ancestry of
herocs.

Fior. parts of bb. v., vii,
viil. ; Scipione Ammirato, Ist.
Fior. parts of bb. xxi., xxiii.,
XX1V,
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politan succession only two years. At the mo-
ment of his death, his eldest legitimate son, Ga-
leazzo Maria, was in France at the head of an
army, with which he had sent him to assist Louis
XI. in the civil wars of that kingdom. But the
quiet possession of the ducal states was secured
to Galeazzo Maria, by the wise measures of his
mother Bianca Visconti; and hastening his re-
turn, he assumed the crown without opposition.
Though not without ability, the new duke had
few qualities in common with his father. He in-
deed faithfully preserved his alliance with Flo-
rence, and maintained vigorous order in his domi-
nions. But he was vain and arrogant, pusillani-
mous and cruel; and in the detestable vices of
his private life he closely resembled that race of
odious tyrants, the Visconti, from whom he was
descended in the maternal line. In the first years
of his reign, he repaid the affection and prudent
counsels of his amiable mother, Bianca, with base
ingratitude. He obliged her to quit his court,
and such was the opinion which he had already
taught his subjects to conceive of his wickedness,
that her sudden death was universally attributed
to poison administered by his orders.

The subscquent conduct of Galcazzo Maria
might well countenance the belief of even so re-
volting a crime. While he revelled with ferocious
delight in the infliction of frightful cruelties
upon all who fell under his displeasure, his de-
baucheries were attended with circumstances of
intolerable outrage, and carried shame and deso-
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lation into the principal houses of Milan. Not
contented with forcibly tearing wives and daugh-
ters from their homes, he gloried in obliging their
natural protectors to become the instruments of
their dishonor. The discarded objects of his
brutality were then abandoned to his guards, and
the last insult of the tyrant was to make a public
boast and a derision of their misery. For ten
years his degraded subjects had endured his atro-
cities, when a young man of noble family, Giro-
lamo Olgiato, whose beloved sister had fallen a
sacrifice to the passions of this monster, resolved
to rid the earth of his crimes. His design was
embraced by two other kindred spirits, who
shared his injuries or his detestation of an insup-
portable tyranny. As Galeazzo Maria was mov-
ing in his ducal state through the church of St.
Stefano during a public festival, the three conspi-
rators suddenly approached him, and together
struck their daggers at the same instant into his
body. 'The tyrant fell dead on the spot; but the
abject crowd which filled the church wanted cou-
rage to protect their deliverers. The accom-
plices of Girolamo were killed by the guards of
the duke in attempting to fly; and though the
youth himself escaped at the moment to his home,
his parent refused him the shelter, which a friend
afforded. He was shortly discovered and exe-
cuted, after enduring frightful tortures with un-
shaken constancy and a firm conviction of the
Justice of his cause.
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It had doubtless been the hope of the conspi-
rators, that the people would seize the moment of
their liberation from tyranny by the death of
Galeazzo to establish a republican constitution.
But the Milanese proved that the debasing influ-
ence of a long servitude had disqualified them for
the assertion of the common rights of humanity.
While the ducal government was paralyzed by
the sudden fate of the tyrant, they made not the
slightest effort to strike for freedom; and Gian
Galeazzo, the son of the late duke, a boy of eight
years of age, was suffered peaceably to succeed
him. The duchess Bonne of Savoy, the widow of
Galeazzo Maria, took the reins of government for
her child, and all the states of Italy assured her
by their ambassadors of friendship and protection.
The regency of Bonne deservedly acquired the
reputation of prudence and justice; but her sta-
tion was one of exceeding difficulty, for her hus-
band had left several brothers of dangerous cha-
racter. The youngest of the five uncles of the
infant duke refused to trouble the duchess-mother;
but the four others, Sforza, who held the dignity
of duke of Bari by the gift of the king of Naples,
Ludovico, sirnamed the Moor, Ottaviano, and
Ascanio, leagued to usurp all the authority of the
state. Galeazzo Maria, who knew their restless
ambition, had removed them from his court, but
immediately after his death they hastened to
Milan; and, to overthrow the government of
Bonne, laboured to revive the old quarrel of the
Guelfs and Ghibelins by declaring themselves the
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supporters of the latter faction. But the admi-
nistration of the duchess-mother was firmly sus-
tained by a man of talents and probity, Cecco
Simoneta, who after justly acquiring the confi-
dence of Francesco Sforza, had served his son
Galeazzo with equal fidclity, and by his abilities
and virtue had neutralized many of the caprices
and extravagancies of that execrable tyrant.

Simoneta was now the chief minister and chosen
counsellor of the duchess-mother, and it would
have been well for herself and her son, if she had
never swerved from his guidance. After a vain
attempt to conciliate the uncles of the young
duke, by admitting the lcaders of the faction
which they had revived into the council of re-
gency, Simoncta found that they were still plot-
ting against the duchess and himself.  Penetrating
their designs, he caused some of their accomplices
to be arrested, and the brothers then flew to arms,
and endeavoured to cxcite an insurrection in the
capital against thc minister. But none of the
citizens joined them; they were compelled to
retire from Milan; and one of them, Ottaviano,
perished on his retreat in attempting to swim
across the Adda. Through the influence of Si-
moneta, the three survivors with their principal
adherents were sentenced, by a decree of the
council of regency, to a banishment in which
they still remained in the following year ; when
the hostilities which the pope excited in the
peninsula gave them but too favorable an occa-
sion for renewing their machinations.
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As Sixtus IV., in his rage at the failure of the
conspiracy of the Pazzi, threw off the mask and
declared himself overtly against Lorenzo de’ Me-
dici, he did not even attempt an exculpation of
his notorious share in that plot. But affecting
indignation and horror at the outrage offered to
the church in the ignominious death of the arch-
bishop of Pisa, he immediately declared Florence
excommunicated, if her citizens should fail to
deliver up Lorenzo and all the perpetrators of
that act, to the vengeance of the ecclesiastical
tribunals. At the same time he published an
alliance, which he had already formed against the
Medici with Ferdinand of Naples and with
Sienna; for that republic too had some petty
causes of hostility to Florence. War was now
declared by the league against Lorenzo; the Flo-
rentine territory was invaded by their troops ; and
the pope reiterated spiritual fulminations in sup-
port of his temporal arms.

The Florentine government vainly endeavoured
to deprecate the violence of the pontiff, by ac-
knowledging their fault in having themselves put
to death the archbishop and the priests his ac-
complices, who were subject only to ecclesiastical
jurisdiction ; but finding this submission without
effect, they had recourse to more energetic mea-
sures for the protection of their state. Preparing
vigorously for the defence of their frontiers, they
addressed themselves at the same time to most of
the powers of Italy and of LEurope; they repre-
sented the iniquitous conduet of the pope; and
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they convoked at Florence a synod of the Tuscan
clergy to appeal to a general council against his
tyranny and spiritual sentences. These proceed-
ings were not without their weight. The king of
France and other princes remonstrated in a high
tone with the pope against the prosecution of an
unjust war; and though the Venetians, whose
contest with the Turks was not yet concluded,
abstained from actively engaging in the impend-
ing hostilities, the Milanese regency firmly re-
solved to support the cause of Lorenzo de’ Me-
dici, and the duke of Ferrara undertook the per-
sonal command of the Florentine forces.

Sixtus IV., however, was not the less strongly
bent on his purposes: and his league with Ferdi-
nand of Naples rendered him still very superior in
strength to Lorenzo de¢’ Medici and his allies.
The pope gave the command of the numerous
forces, which he levied among the Romagnol
signors, to Federigo of Urbino, whom he had some
vears before raised to the ducal dignity; and
Alfonso duke of Calabria, son of king Ferdinand,
joining that celebrated captain with a Neapolitan
army, the confederates gained several successes
against the Florentine troops under the duke of
Ferrara; who proved himself ecither faithless to
the cause which he had embraced, or destitute of
military skill. Meanwhile Sixtus and Ferdinand
hestirred themselves to deprive the Florentines
of the powerful aid of Milan. By their intrigues
they induced the Adorni, who governed Genoa
under the Milanese regency, to throw oft that
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with signal disgrace. Though a new revolution
afterwards placed the Fregosi at the head of the
government of Genoa, the continued independence
of that state was equally destructive to the Mi-
lanese authority, and therefore injurious to the
interests of Lorenzo de’ Medici and his country.
The pope now applied himself to persuade yet
more dangerous enemies than the Genoese to
attack the duchess-regent of Milan. By the ma-
chinations of his legate and priestly emissaries, he
played upon the simple devotion of the Swiss,
and animated their religious and warlike spirit in
his service against Milan : as if the contest, into
which his criminal passions had hurried him, had
been the cause of God. A large body of the Swiss
invaded Lombardy, and though they made but
one desultory campaign, this short expedition not
only augmented the reputation of their prowess
in Italy by a defeat which they gave the Milanese
army, but embarrassed the counsels of the duchess,
and effectually diverted her resources from the
succour of Florence. The storm which threat-
ened the government of Bonne from the Alps had
scarcely been calmed by the prudent negociations
of her minister Simoneta, when the uncles of
the young duke of Milan, in the alliance of the
pope, and attended by some Genoese troops, en-
tered Lombardy from their exile. The eldest was
now dead, not without suspicion of having been
P2
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poisoned by his brother Ludovico the Moor, who
succeeded him in his duchy of Bari. On the
appearance of the Sforza in the Milancse states,
they declared that they only came to deliver their
young nephew and his mother herself from the
authority of Simoneta; and under this pretence
they took possession of a great number of the
strong places of Lombardy, which opened their
gates to them. The court of Bonne was at the
time agitated by cabals against her minister;
and, at the persuasion of his enemies, she had the
weakness to enter into an accommodation with
Ludovico and to invite him to Milan.

When Simoneta learnt the determination of the
duchess, he declared to her that the part which
she had taken would entail destruction on him
and the loss of power to her. Ludovico had
scarcely entered the capital, when the prophecy of
her veteran and faithful counsellor began its ful-
filment. Almost the first act of Ludovico was to
cause Simoneta to be arrested, with the principal
persons who were attached to his party. After
lingering for nearly a year in prison, where he
was treated with frightful barbarity, the old mi-
nister was finally beheaded ; and Ludovico then
declared his nephew Gian Galeazzo, though only
twelve years old, of sufficient age to assume the
reins of government for himself.  This was merely
to afford a plea for the removal of the duchess
from power; many of her counsellors were impri-
soned, plundered, and exiled ; and she was thus
driven by mortification and insults to withdraw
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from the capital. From this epoch Ludovico the
Moor, with the air of directing the judgment of
the young duke, usurped in his name all the au-
thority of the state, and became in fact the sove-
reign of his nephew’s dominions. His alliance
with the pope and with Ferdinand of Naples had
placed him in opposition to Florence, and that
state might thenceforth expect to number Milan
among her enemies.

Meanwhile the progress of the war in Tuscany
had been for two years exceedingly unfavorable
to Florence. Lorenzo de’ Medici, though abso-
lutely directing the affairs of that state, as if he
had been her legitimate sovereign, did not shew
himself at the head of her armies. His absence
from the field was probably occasioned by his
consciousness that he had neither experience nor
talent for military command; but the want of
some controlling authority in the Florentine camp
was fatally evinced. The duke of Ferrara, and
the chieftains of inferior rank serving with their
bands in Florentine pay, despised the interference
of the republican commissaries who attended their
movements. They consumed the resources of the
state, and passed the season for active operations,
in violent disagreements among themselves; while
the confederates, under the dukes of Calabria and
Urbino, ravaged or conquered great part of the
Florentine territory. Lorenzo de’ Medici, in the
midst of these reverses, did not however lose cou-
rage. lle actively and successfully negociated
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for the assistance of Venice, now delivered from
her Turkish war; and in concert with that re-
public, he planned the revival of the Angevin
pretensions upon Naples. Though the Venetians
still hung back from becoming principals in the
war, their ambassadors, together with those of
Florence, made overtures to Regnier II., duke of
Lorraine, on whom the Angevin rights had de-
volved through the female line; and that prince
eagerly listened to their proposals.

But the people of Florence did not share the
spirit of their leader. Their state was exhausted
and desolated, their commerce was almost de-
stroyed, and their burthens were hourly becoming
more ruinous, in the support of an unfortunate
war; which had been undertaken and endured,
not to protect the true interests of Florence, but
for the personal safety of the individual who go-
verned them. They began openly to manifest
their disgust and discontent ; and Lorenzo, after
the alarming experience of two disastrous cam-
paigns and the loss of the Milanese alliance, had
to dread the change of the popular affection and
the overthrow of his own authority. Some deci-
sive step became necessary on his part, when the
inaction of a truce, which was unexpectedly pro-
posed by the duke of Calabria, gave the people a
dangerous leisure to brood over their distresses.
The cessation of hostilities, however, more fortu-
nately afforded him an opening for the adoption
of a measure, than which there appeared no other
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resource, while it was in itself both wise and gene-
rous. He resolved to proceed immediately to
Naples, and to commit himself into the hands of
king Ferdinand, though his avowed enemy, with
the hope of discovering how that monarch was
secretly affected, and of persuading him of the
impolicy of continuing a war, the prolongation of
which could gratify only the rancour of the pon-
tiff, or his desire of aggrandizing his family.

This enterprise was not without its imminent
danger from the faithless temper of I'erdinand ;
but Lorenzo probably judged, with the penetra-
tion and foresight which marked his character,
that the interests of that prince would render him
favorable to a pacification. DBy voluntarily absent-
ing himself from Florence, he would both convince
the world that he was not the tyrant of his country,
who feared to trust himself among enemies under
the simple guarantee of the rights of an ambassa-
dor; and that, if necessary, he was prepared to
make a noble devotion of his safety and life to the
interests of his fellow-citizens, who had suffered
so much in his personal cause. He accordingly
quitted Florence, and being provided with formal
authority to treat in the name of the republic with
the king, passed by sea to Naples, where he was
received with distinguished honors.

Ferdinand had entered into the war against Lo-
renzo d¢’ Medici merely from the ordinary mo-
tives of ambition, and not, like Sixtus, for the
indulgence of personal animosity. He therefore
desired to pursue the contest no longer than
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suited his political interests, and these seemed
now to demand peace. His son the duke of Ca-
labria, during his campaigns in Tuscany, had
acquired so decided an ascendancy in the factions
of Sienna, that he hoped to establish his sovereign
authority over that stormy commonwealth. Since
the revolt of Genoa from Milan, that republic also
had fallen much into dependance upon Naples;
and the revolution in the Milanese government
had been the means of extending the same influ-
ence into Lombardy. To pursue his intrigues in
these several quarters, and to strengthen a grow-
ing power, the repose of a peace was necessary to
Ferdinand. No object remained to induce him
to continue the war; and he was therefore the
more disposed to listen to the overtures of Lo-
renzo, whose attractive qualities perhaps gained
upon his personal regard, and whose suggestions
had certainly more weight upon his fears. Lo-
renzo reminded the king of the danger to which
his throne was exposed from the claims of the
house of Anjou : that it was easier for the Floren-
tines to revenge themselves against their enemies,
by calling in a French prince who pretended to
the crown of Naples, than it would be to protect
[taly afterwards from the consequences of thus
introducing a foreign power to mingle in her
quarrels; and that the common interests of the
Florentines and of Ferdinand himself should teach
them to prefer a faithful alliance with each other,
to a sensecless war between their states. These
considerations were not new to the king, and
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made a strong impression upon him. But he
detained Lorenzo at his court, to observe whether
his removal from Florence produced any revolu-
tion there. Finding that state, on the contrary,
continue its tranquil obedience to the Medicean
party even in the absence of its chief, Ferdinand
signed a peace with him as the ambassador of his
republic, restored all his conquests, and inter-
changed a mutual guarantee of dominion, upon
the simple condition that his son should be taken
into Florentine pay with an annual stipend of
60,000 florins. This treaty adjusted, Lorenzo
hastened his return to Florence, where the grate-
ful joy and increased affection of the people en-
thusiastically greeted him, on the successful ter-
mination of his mission, as the benefactor and sa-
viour of his country.

But peace with Ferdinand did not release Flo-
rence from more than one cause of anxiety. The
pope was still obstinately resolved to pursue Lo-
renzo de’ Medici to destruction by the continuance
of the war ; and the duke of Calabria, instead of
withdrawing the Neapolitan troops from Tuscany,
remained at Sienna, weaving his toils about that
republic, and still menacing the surrounding
country. But just when Lorenzo had most rea-
son to dread an approaching crisis, an event sud-
denly occurred which paralyzed all Italy with
terror, induced the pope at once in his panic to
abandon the indulgence of his rancour, and
obliged the duke of Calabria to cvacuate Sienna
and to march to the defence of his father’s domi-
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nions. This was the debarkation near Otranto of
a formidable Turkish army. Mahomet 1., who
was still living, and who claimed the provinces of
southern Italy as ancient dependencies of the
sceptre of Constantinople, seriously meditated
the subjugation of all Italy; and his enterprise
against Otranto was only intended as a prelude to
more extensive plans of conquest. In undertak-
ing it he was instigated by the Venetians, who in
their jealousy of the late reconciliation between
Lorenzo de’ Medici and Ferdinand of Naples, did
not hesitate to concert the ruin of the latter, even
at the hazard of delivering the whole peninsula
into the hands of the infidels.

It is difficult, in the modern decay of the Otto-
man power, to conceive the fear and horror which,
during the fifteenth century, its gigantic and rapid
growth produced throughout Christendom.  Six-
tus 1V., to whose distempered apprehension the
Turks seemed already at the gates of Rome, ad-
dressed bulls to all Christian princes, and espe-
cially to the powers of Italy, earnestly exhorting
them to peace among themselves and common
war against the infidels.  In his terror he set them
the example by voluntarily offering to accept the
submission of the Florentines, which he had hi-
therto so obstinately refused. A solemn embassy
was accordingly sent to him of some of the prin-
cipal citizens of I'lorence, who threw them<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>